
MASTER’S MESSAGES 
A good June to you, fellow 
Grangers!! 
Being a man of few words, I find it a 
challenge to write anything of 
substance. What often comes to 
mind is meeting deadlines, 
communicating, making our 
presence known. Speaking of 
deadlines, are you referring to the 
deadlines set by our committee 
directors? Are you reviewing the 
Grange Checklist at the beginning of 
our program book? How ae the 
evaluations going? By the way, I’m 
writing this on the eve of the 
deadline. Thank goodness for emails 
vs snail mail! 
I’m looking forward to hearing about 
the Lecturers’ Conference held April 
17th – 18th. 
The Executive Committee has been 
meeting via Zoom, I’ll leave Sister 
Brenda to recount the work we have 
done. 
The Grange Center is in the process 
of opening with clean-up weekends 
happening in May. Sisters Eunice, 
Sally May, Mary Roberts, Jessica 
and Melody Falker have spent days 
at the center, as have Sisters 
Brenda and Janice. Brothers Mark 
and Skipper and Dan have spent 
time there as well. Brother Mark has 
been doing the heavy lifting moving 
appliances, fixing floors, etc. It would 
be really helpful if more Grangers 
would show up and lighten the load, 
“Many hands make light work”. By 
the time you read this an open 
house will have occurred at the 
center. Another piece of good news, 
there are twenty plus potential 
renters lined up for this year into 
next year! 
I had the honor of presenting the 
Community Citizen Award to Middle 
Branch Grange’s recipients, two 
energetic women who keep the local 

store flourishing. Middle Branch 
Grange filled the Octagon with 
thirty-three members and two 
Juniors on a Sunday afternoon. 
Impressive. 
The Vermont State Grange will have 
been at Winooski Farmers Market 
Service Event May 31rst. We were 
invited by the Lions to join them and 
other organizations sharing how we 
reach out and help those in our 
communities. 
In one of our charges is the phrase, 
“unspotted from the world”. A spot 
can be a stain or blemish. We 
certainly don’t want that as part of 
our behavior. Spotted means “mark, 
disfigure, as well as recognize, 
identify”. Let’s try harder to be 
“spotted” as recognized and 
identified as an organization worthy 
of recognition as an uplifting force in 
our communities. 
Fraternally, Kendal Holden Master 
VSG 
 
GRANGE ENTRIES DUE  
By Noon of Family Camp on 
Saturday July 11th, all 
Lecturer’s Contest entries and 
Family Activities Needlework 
Entries are due the Grange 
Center in Brookfield. State 
Program Notebooks are also 
due.  See Family Activities for 
Information on Chili 
submission. Details in 
2025-2026 Program Book on 
these contests as well as 
forms for program notebooks.  
Your Master/President has a 
copy of program book, and it is 
also at 
https://www/vtstategrange.org. 
 
NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

The Executive Committee has met 
twice since the last GMG 
publication.  Among topics 
discussed were the Grange Center 
and the progress that is being made 
to complete needed repairs and 
renovations.  A used stove has been 
purchased to replace the one in the 
kitchen that was no longer “fixable”.  
A new commercial refrigerator has 
been purchased to replace the 
walk-in cooler which can no longer 
be used as a cooler.   
Work continues on the VSG 
Foundation and possible Google 
storage for Grange records.   Bids 
were received to host the Sixth 
Degree.  A decision was made to 
accept the bid from the Grange 
Center.  The VSG is still looking for a 
Pomona Grange to exemplify the 
Fifth Degree.  It is hoped that the 
Fifth Degree can be done in the 
morning with the Sixth Degree in the 
afternoon of September 19. 
Applications for the Agriculture 
Scholarship and the Cossingham 
Scholarship have been received.  
Committee members have been 
busy reading and scoring the 
applications.   
It was noted that the publication date 
for the new Program Book was 
coming up and that it looks like the 
listed publication and mailing dates 
can be met. 
The Executive Committee submitted 
a resolution to repeal Act 181.  The 
ratified resolution was submitted to 
the appropriate people and 
departments in Montpelier. 
Submitted by Brenda Rousselle, 
Secretary 
 
AGRICULTURE 
Maple 2026-by most accounts 
(depending in what part of the state 
you’re in) sugaring was at least 75% 
of last year. But I did hear that some 
producers did just as good as last 
year. A few did better than last year 
and up here in the North prices are 
running $45-55 per gallon. 
Lambing season-Philo Ridge Farm 
in Charlotte added 85 new lambs to 
their flock. 
Knoll Farm-(Fayston)- is hosting a 
Shepard’s retreat, June 26-28 



covering flock management, grazing 
and lambing. 
Reports from the fields: 
Westminster-fields are drying out 
quickly, cold frames of lettuce and 
kale have been transplanted. The 
warehouse is still sending red beets, 
turnips, watermelon and radishes 
from the warehouse, and cutting 
spinach from the green houses. The 
price of diesel fuel is a big concern 
this spring/summer. 
Burlington-tunnel greens are 
growing super well; transplanting is 
going well and will pick up. 
Putney-White versa black plastic 
mulch- is showing that white garlic is 
a little slower growing but will yield 
larger bulbs. Grafting tomatoes will 
have extra plugs over 1,100. 
Guildhall-still good quality of stored 
potatoes. Humidifiers in the barn 
have been a game changer for the 
crop. This farm still has 200K lbs 
and not looking forward to freight 
prices! 
Grand Isle-Blueberry bushes look 
great. Hardly any winter injury, little 
deer feeding, and rabbits doing their 
usual feeding on new shoots. 
Fairs & Field days 
●​ Lamoille County July 17-19 

Johnson 
●​ Frankling county July 30-Aug 1 

St Albans 
●​ Addison County Aug 4-8 New 

Haven 
●​ VT State Fair Aug 18-22 Rutland 
●​ Caledonia County Aug 26-30 

Lyndonville 
●​ Bondville Aug 28-30 Bondville 
●​ Champlain Valley Fair Aug 

28-Sept 6 Essex Jct. 
●​ Guilford Fair Sept. 5-7 Guilford 
Check out HAPPENINGS IN 
VERMONT for all sorts of events in 
our great state. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Beware of the mulch volcano-By 
simply shifting from volcano to donut 
mulching (later) it will protect trees 
and support their long-term growth. 
Volcano mulching-too much mulch is 
piled high onto a tree’s trunk causes 
premature decline of the plants. 
Mulch should never touch a tree’s 
trunk. It traps moisture, encouraging 
decay, providing entry points for 

insects and diseases. It also buries 
the tree’s root flare, a special part of 
the tree where the trunk expands 
and transitions to the root system 
which allows proper oxygen 
exchange for root development. 
Donut mulching-think donut (open 
middle)-apply mulch in a wide, even 
ring around the tree at least 3 inches 
away from the root flare and 
extending to the outermost canopy. 
Apply no more than 2-4 inches deep. 
Many Arborists recommend the 
3-3-3 method of mulching to mature 
trees: at least 3 inches from the 
trunk, no more than 3 inches deep, 
and 3 feet in diameter to protect the 
majority of the root zone. This will 
protect your trees and support a 
long-term growth. More info at 
https://go.uvm.edu/gardenhelpline or 
call 802-656-5421 
State Legislators are actively 
advancing the Sustainable Data 
Centers Act to establish 
environmental regulations and 
guardrails for massive AI data 
centers attempting to operate in 
Vermont. Linda Sanderson, Director 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
One last reminder about the 
Community Service report due July 
11th at Family Camp. You have a 
choice of putting your report in the 
program notebook with the other 
departmental reports OR submitting 
a separate notebook. You need to 
use the supplied report forms from 
the program book in your report. 
Please see judging sheet and 
recommendations in the Program 
Book 2025-2026. I am looking 
forward to seeing what your Grange 
has been doing this past program 
year. Why complete these reports? It 
is a great historical reference AND if 
having an Open House, display a 
few of these notebooks so visitors 
can see what is happening in your 
Grange. 
Deborah Ploof, Director 
 
FALL FESTIVAL 2026 
This year we celebrate the 250th 
anniversary of America’s Declaration 
of Independence. On September 
11th, 12th and 13th we will be 
celebrating Vermont’s 250th 

anniversary with food, fun, craft 
displays, demonstrations of farming 
skills (exhibits of fruits, vegetables, 
and plants) and time to strengthen 
community bonding. Fall Festivals or 
Harvest Festivals have been going 
on in America since the beginning 
and a lot of the activities done then 
are still done today. 
Here is a list of games played at 
Festivals 250 years ago, guest what 
they are called today. The person 
with the most correct answers will 
receive lunch paid and a prize given 
by the Fall Festival committee so 
bring your answers with you. 
Annie Over 
Ninepins 
Quoits 
Battledores 
Scotch Hoppers 
Jackstones 
Jackstraws 
Draughts 
Can you guess? No use of the 
internet please. 
We are planning a full weekend of 
fun, laughter and good food. Please 
join us. 
Beth Morse, Director 
 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
I am hoping for at least 8 to 10 
chili dishes for the contest at 
Family Camp. Remember to have 
your pot there by 11:30 for 
judging as chili is the lunch. Also 
bring all Family Activity contest, as 
judging will be the last week in July. 
When your Grange receives 26-27 
Program book, make sure the Chair 
gets a copy of the program and look 
it over to see what’s new. 
I will be mailing the first-place 
articles to Connecticut for the New 
England Needlework contest. I have 
heard that they will be judged 
around Labor Day. Since taking over 
last September, I have not received 
any information about this, having 
tried Dawn’s email address that is 
printed in the CT State Grange 
Paper. 
If you are able to plant vegetables 
this summer, do so! With all that is 
happening in the world there 
probably will be a food shortage, and 
definitely higher prices in the stores. 
Stay healthy and safe this summer! 



Linda Sanderson, Director 
 
GRANGE CENTER 
Mark and I want to thank all for 
helping to clean up the center. 
Center looks nice for open houses 
May 30 from 10am to 4pm. Center 
has a new second hand stove and a 
new refrigerator that will take the 
place of the walk in. Winter 
building’s woodwork has been 
washed, all curtains taken down and 
a temporary light put up. New Swing 
set has been installed thanks to 
Dan. 
Shower house floor was painted. 
new shower curtains put up, and all 
cabinets have been cleaned. New 
Bear Prevention Fence is up and 
running. All water tests came back 
okay. Health report passed. Eunice 
Crowell, Chair 
 
REQUEST FROM THE 
GRANGE CENTER 
If you or your Grange is 
looking for some way to help 
the Grange Center, here are 
several suggestions: 
The kitchen could use an influx 
of new dish towels, dish cloths 
and potholders (not hot mats). 
The current supply of towels, 
dish cloths and potholders is 
old, threadbare, holey and in 
some cases a little smelly. The 
Center could use about 3-4 
dozen dish towels, a couple 
dozen dish cloths and a couple 
of dozen potholders. Anything 
you or your Grange can do 
would be most sincerely 
appreciated. 
 
LEGISLATIVE 
Hi all, the calendar says it’s still 
spring but the thermometer indicates 
summer is here. Let’s hope the 
summer weather doesn’t distract 
folks from the work yet to be done. 
Last week a bill supporting the 
inclusion of value appraisal land 
(Current Use) in the conserved land 
inventory failed by 11 votes. 
Supporters of H.70 recognize that 
farmers and foresters are the 
original conservationists. There is a 

contingent in the state who, based 
on their actions, believe that 
conservation means not to use 
rather than use is a 
meaningful/mind-full way that 
assures sustainability of the farm 
and/or forest. 
The first amendment to S.212 an act 
relating to potable water supply and 
wastewater system connection, was 
introduced by Rep. Will Greer 
directing the State’s Technical 
Advisory Committee to formally 
examine the problem of 
overshadowing and report back 
January 1, 2027 was voted down 
along party lines. The second 
amendment by Representatives M. 
Tagliavia, W. Greer, and J. Lipsky 
address the current regulatory 
situation whereby property owners 
can hire an engineer, obtain the 
necessary DEC permits to build a 
waste water system; then years later 
when the definition of what qualifies 
as wetlands or a wetlands buffer 
changes or expands find themselves 
in violation of wetlands and subject 
to hefty fines. Their proposal would 
prevent that from happening, 
ensuring that a lawfully obtained 
permit couldn’t be negated in the 
future. This amendment was also 
defeated along party lines. WCAX 
covered the first amendment, which 
was given a little rework by 
Representative Ela Chapin along 
with W. Greer and reintroduced the 
amendment which was passed. 
The Senate voted to repeal the 
Clean Heat Standard. This was 
paired with a new fuel dealer registry 
allocating $500,000 to build a 
tracking system for every gallon of 
heating oil, propane, gasoline and 
diesel sold in Vermont. This 
information is already collected at no 
cost. The legislation would require 
motor fuel sellers to report on where 
customers use the fuel and purpose 
of its use. 
H.955 An act relating to next steps in 
transforming Vermont’s education 
system passed the House and has 
been read for a second time in the 
Senate. 
The actions of the Legislature this 
session have made it abundantly 

clear that who’s watching matters. 
Kathleen Paglia, Director 
 
 
COMMUNITY GRANGES 
REPORTS 
​  
Bartonsville Grange has been 
helping the fire department with a 
few things, (1) we provide lunch as 
well as diner for 30-40 people whom 
lost their homes due to a motel fire 
on Monday May 12, these folks are 
already homeless so it was great we 
could help them out, (2) we are 
working with the chief to have a 
meet and greet as the fire 
department consolidation in 
Rockingham has left the rural area 
uncertain of response and coverage 
time. We are hoping this will help 
everyone understand it will be ok. 
We have also changed our prices of 
donation to the hall for using the 
space for 2026. Monday-Friday it is 
$100.00 a day, Saturday and 
Sunday is the same at $150.00.  
 We are in the process of repainting 
and doing our spring clean-up, 
planting a new tree, and adding 2 
picnic tables for everyone to enjoy! 
Some of our members have been 
working hard at making baby hats as 
well as lap blankets for a few local 
hospitals in the area.  Of course, we 
are always looking for new members 
as well as inviting anyone who would 
like to come visit us from other 
granges, our meeting are the first 
Thursday of the month at 6:00 pm. 
Submitted by Charlyn Start 
 
Blue Spruce Grange #574 
members have been busy delivering 
our community services projects. – 
Delivering candy to Josh’s House for 
Easter. We delivered 50 Comfort 
Pillows and 10 Walker bags to 
UVMHN- Central Vermont in Berlin, 
50 Comfort Pillows to Gifford 
Hospital in Randolph, and 50 
Comfort Pillows, 10 Rice Bags, and 
30 Sleep Masks were delivered to 
UVMHN - Porter in Middlebury. Nikki 
Yandow, Chris Yandow, Brenda 
Rousselle, Janice Rousselle, and 
Alice Daley saw a lot of Vermont. 
We still have a few Comfort Pillows 
left to give away. 



We had our Chili Contest, and the 
winners were: Brenda Rousselle and 
Chris Yandow tied for 1st place; 
Janice Rousselle won 2nd place; 
We entered a float in the Memorial 
Day Parade in Essex Junction. The 
theme for our float was the Quilt of 
Valor presented to a Veteran. We 
were lucky. It didn’t rain!! 
We have written and submitted 
several Resolutions to Nancy 
Perkins and hope all will be 
accepted at state session. 
We are starting to prepare for Blue 
Spruce Grange’s 50th anniversary in 
October and our activities at the 
Champlain Valley Expo. Janice M 
Rousselle, Master 
 
Center #290. We met on April 15th 
for our annual evaluation. Marble 
Valley Grange joined with us to 
confer the 1st degree. We are still 
collecting food items for Slate Valley 
Cares in Fair Haven. The food will 
be delivered in June. As of this 
writing, our next meeting is 
scheduled for May 20th which will be 
our Legislative program. All 
department reports will be due by 
our June 17th meeting. Also, the 
annual donations for the different 
departments are being sent out 
before the May 31st deadline. 
Submitted by Michelle Farmer, 
Information chairman. 
 
Charlotte Grange - Summer is a 
busy season at the Charlotte 
Grange.  Restoration work on our 
Charlotte Grange Hall second floor 
and the addition of a second egress 
and new ADA ramp should be 
nearing their completion!  
Programming continues through the 
construction, including a food drive 
for underserved farm workers, 
monthly walking meet-ups and 
poetry gatherings, and our popular 
"Grange on the Green" outdoor 
music series on Thursday evenings 
in July.  We're also excited to be 
presenting four seasonally themed 
"open mic" music events this 
year. The Summer Open Mic will be 
on June 25th.  All events and 
additional event details can be found 
at our 

website: www.charlottegrange.org/ev
ents 
 
Chelsea Grange has the following 
upcoming events: June - Pomona 
meeting and Celebration of Life for a 
family member of 8 Grange 
members as well as our regular 
meeting on June 27th. July - 4th 
parade and info table on the North 
Common; 11th, French fries for 
Annual Flea Market; 25th regular 
meeting. 
As community service the town 
nurse is using a portion of our hall to 
store adaptive equipment for loan. 
Our ongoing fund raiser is the 
collection of bottles and cans for 
reception. These funds are to 
replace our heating equipment lost 
in the flood of '23. Submitted by 
Barbara Chambers 
  
Middle Branch Grange continues to 
meet on the first Friday and third 
Sunday at the Octagon. The Home 
Ec. Committee hosted a successful 
Dues Paid Supper in April. Several 
Junior Grangers participated in 
Green-Up on May 2. On May 17, 
State Master, Kendal Holden along 
with 32 Subordinate members, 2 
Juniors members, and several 
guests presented the Community 
Service Award to Jill O'Connor and 
Bridget Calacci. We also draped the 
charter in loving memory of our 
sister, Arlene Conant who passed 
away on May 10. Progress on 
rebuilding the hall slowed down a bit 
when it became apparent that we 
needed an architect in order to meet 
building codes and assist with any 
permits. The chicken BBQ will be on 
May 24 and Strawberry Supper is 
June 27. Both events will be take-out 
only. The 4th of July Float 
Committee is planning an entry for 
the Randolph parade. Judy Powell, 
Lecturer 
 
Riverside Grange enjoyed an 
educational visit from 
local beekeeper Reyah Carlson at 
our April 3rd meeting. We performed 
the obligation for 3 new members. At 
our May 1st meeting we draped the 
charter for brother Lorin Burt. Our 
community luncheons are open to 

the public and happen at the hall 
every 4th Thursday at noon. Our 
potluck dinners are also open to the 
public and are held on the 3rd Friday 
of each month at 6:30. We are 
looking forward to hosting 3 free 
musical events at our summer 
potlucks. We will have live music at 
the hall starting at 6:00 on Friday 
June 19th, Friday July 17th, and at 
noon on Sunday August 16 (our 
annual town picnic). Submitted by 
Emily Hart 
 

 



Family Camp July 10-12, 2026 
 

It’s that time of year again — Family Camp 2026 is fast approaching! Join us July 10–11 for another 
unforgettable weekend of fun, fellowship, and friendly competition. 
 
This year brings the return of crowd favorites Bingo and Tricky Trivia, plus a brand-new art project and 
contest. Enjoy card games both new and old indoors and outdoor activities including the Rolling Pin and 
Frying Pan Toss and more. Saturday festivities begin at 10:00 AM — we can’t wait to see you there! 
 
Thanks,  
Nikki Yandow and Skipper Gibbs, Assistant Stewards of VSG 
 
GRANGE ENTRIES DUE  
By Noon on Saturday all Lecturer’s Contest entries and Family Activities Needlework Entries are due.  State 
Program Notebooks are also due.  Details in 2025-2026 Program Book on these contests.  Your 
Master/President has a copy of the program book, and it is also at https://www/vtstategrange.org. 

 
Family Camp Meal & Lodging Registration Form July 10-12, 2026 

Meals and Lodging handled by Grange Center Committee 
 

●​ Friday night – Potluck (Bring something good to share with everyone) 
●​ Saturday 

o​ Breakfast 7-8 am ($8) Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Toast, Coffee & Juice 
o​ Lunch 12-1 pm Chili-Free  ($10) Make Own Sandwich, Salad, Brownie & Drink 
o​ Dinner – 5:30 pm ($17) Chicken, Dressing, Potato Salad, Green Beans, 250th USA Birthday 

Cake 
●​ Sunday – 7 am ($8) Pancakes (Plain or Blueberry), Syrup, Sausage, Coffee & Juice 

 
 MEALS  LODGING 

  # people Friday Potluck (bring a dish  # nights for Camper Hook-Up ($10 each night) 

  # people Saturday Breakfast ($7 each  # people Saturday night ($5 each) 

  # people Saturday Lunch ($12 each)    # people Friday night ($5 each) 

 # people Saturday Supper ($15 each)     

 # people Sunday Breakfast ($7 each)  # people Package ($45 each) 

Names: 

Address & Phone # of Contact Person: 
Come spend the day or weekend with friends and have fun.   
Mail form back to Ruth Hovey-Sicely at 270 Eagle Ledge Road, Worcester, VT 05682 for reservations by 
June 26th, or call 802-223-7961.  ​
Make checks payable to VT State Grange, Inc and put Family Camp on the memo line. 
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