JUNE 2025

MASTER’S NOTES

A good June to all you happy
Grangers! Time seems to have
dragged, but now it's suddenly
June and deadlines are on the
horizon. I'm pleased to say that it
looks as though the Grange
Center will be open for business
this year with the required
upgrades being completed. That
said, | ‘Il let the Center Directors
expound on the work done.

I’m not so pleased with the
progress on the Directory and
Program Book. Too many
Granges have been slow to share
their needed information despite
multiple requests and
notifications. Sisters Deborah
Ploof and Brenda Rousselle work
very hard to get these
publications out on time, but their
success hinges on the
cooperation of those individuals
whose task is to provide essential
information. Important also is
prompt notification of changes in
personnel such as resignations,
changes on rosters and death.
Imagine my chagrin as | tried to
contact a Master only to find out
that person had passed two
years ago!

| found the latest May Grange
Today/View from the Hill, page 4,
of great interest as it speaks of
the vast cuts in spending and
impacts on the public. While the
Grange is non-political, its
members can surely voice their
opinions and let our
representatives in Washington
know where they stand.

Also in Grange Today is a
reminder of a Webinar focused
on the mental health of rural
youth and the prospect of youth
suicide. By the time you read this
the webinar will have happened
and | do plan to observe and
listen to the presentation. As with
many of us, | grew up in a very
rural area, in my case South
Pomfret, VT, an area with narrow
valleys and hills all around. | don’t
recall any of my young friends
and acquaintances dealing with
mental health, and suicides were
unheard of. As Youth Chair for
my local Grange, | am puzzled
and concerned over this insidious
mental health challenge.

In closing | remind the Grange
leaders to keep an eye on
upcoming deadlines and strive to
do well!

Kendal Holden. Master Vermont
State Grange

GRANGE VISITATION
ASSIGNMENTS

Master Kendal Holden has
requested that State Officers
begin Grange visitations. Listed
below are the assignments. If you
have not heard from the Officer
assigned to your Grange, please
contact them to schedule a visit.

Bartonsville #481

Brenda Rousselle, Joe Goodrich
Battenkill #487

Marsha Johnson

Blue Mountain #263

Mark Belisle

Blue Spruce #574

Jenny Nelson

Bomoseen Valley #273
Janice Rousselle
Bridgewater #284
Lisa Goodrich
Broad Brook #1181
Deborah Ploof
Brownington #279
Deborah Ploof
Caledonia #9
Nancy Perkins
Capital City #469
Brenda Rousselle
Center #290
Martha Kirchner, Gordon Gibbs
Charlotte #398
Marsha Johnson
Chelsea #363
Jenny Nelson
Cobble Hill #453
Janice Rousselle
Evening Star #154
Gordon Gibbs Il
Ferrisburgh #539
Alice Daley
Gassetts #327
Brenda Rousselle
Grafton #117
Gordon Gibbs Jr.
Lake View #359
Brenda Rousselle
Maple Valley #450
Deborah Ploof
Marble Valley #567
Lisa Goodrich
Middle Branch #463
Joe Goodrich
North Branch #483
Mark Belisle
Riverside #455
Nancy Perkins, Judy Powell
Taconic #451
Jenny Nelson
Tunbridge #384
Judy Powell

Upper Valley #581
Gordon Gibbs Il

NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee met via
ZOOM on May 18. Among
agenda items discussed was the
progress being made on the
necessary repairs to the facilities



at the Grange Center. Work has
also been started on securing fire
insurance for the Center. A
motion was made and passed to
extend an additional line of credit
in the amount of $10,000.00. This
is in addition to the previous lines
of credit.

The new Directory has been
completed and will be put in the
mail. (You have probably already
received it.) This year’s
scholarship applications have
been read and winners have
been chosen.

The Executive Committee is
continuing its research into Cloud
or Hard Drive storage systems for
Grange records.

Worthy Master Kendal Holden
reported:

--the Program Book is on
schedule

--No Director for Family Activities
has been named

--Kendal will be contacting
Program Directors to remind
them to submit their monthly
reports

--Dates for the 2026 NE
Leaders Conference were
confirmed—Jan. 9-11, 2026
--Brother Joe Goodrich and
Brother Mark Belisle will be the
Vermont Delegates to the 2025
National Convention

Next meeting: Sunday, June 22,
2025, 7:00 pm via ZOOM
Submitted by: Brenda Rousselle,
Secretary

GRANGE IN ACTION

The Grange In Action program
encourages all Granges to be
active in their communities and
complete events or projects, no
matter how small. Any Grange
that does not complete the
application  for  Distinguished
Grange can participate in this
program. Granges who wish to

be recognized at the 2025
National Convention as a
‘Grange In  Action” should

complete the

requirements:

e Submit 1 letter-sized page
with color photos and a brief
caption (Suggested Only 140
words) of at least three (3)
various events/activities and
no more than 4 pictures of the
event/activities/meeting that
the Grange either sponsored
or assisted with from
September 1, 2024, to August
31, 2025 — anything over 1
page will be disqualified

e The Grange name, number,
and state must be on the front
of the page.

e On a separate page, please
include the name, address,
phone and/or cell number,
and email address of the
person who submitted the
Grange In Action report.

e Granges that qualify for the
2025 Distinguished Grange
Award are not eligible for this
recognition.

e If one of your
events/activities/meetings is
on Project Sustenance, you
will qualify as a “Diamond
Grange in Action.”

e If one of your
events/activities/meetings is
on Mental Health, you will
qualify as a “Golden Grange
in Action.”

e The deadline to submit the
1 page to National Grange
is postmark or electronic by
midnight on September 1,
2025.

e Mail to National Grange, Attn.
Loretta Washington — 1616H
Street NW, Suite 300,
Washington, DC

e Email to Loretta Washington
— lwashington@nationalgrang
e.org. Please write “Grange In
Action 2025 report” in the
subject line.

To be named a “State Grange in

Action,” a State Grange must

have at least 6 Granges

following

recognized as
Action.”

Some of the entries might be
displayed online.

Granges that submit an entry will
receive a certificate of recognition
from the National Grange.

From National Grange website

“‘Grange In

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE

"l pledge allegiance to the flag of
the United States of America, and
to the republic for which it stands,
one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all." Our forefathers had faith
in God as they set forward to
make our country welcoming to
all who wanted freedom and
justice and equality.

As we know, we now find our
country, our states, and in some
cases our families are divided in
the way our country is governed,
the way tax dollars are spent, and
the loss of some of its respect by
others throughout the world.

| suggest we find the blessing of
the world around us throughout
the summer among our friends
and our neighbors. "Love you
neighbor as yourself". "Serve
others expecting nothing in return
and your reward shall be great."
The Bible gives us rules to live
by- "Thou shall not kill, thou shall
not steal....."Let us live by Grange
statute - faith, hope, charity, and
fidelity as we live each day
serving God who gives us the
tools we need and the grand
hope of salvation. Let us honor
His good works in nature and all
His creatures! And most of all, let
use walk with our Lord each day,
asking for the correct path to
follow.

God Bless everyone. Jennifer
Nelson, Chaplain

LECTURER NEWS

| hope you are all getting your
entries ready for Family Camp.
They are due by noon on



Saturday. In other news, the next
Northeast Lecturers Conference
is being planned right now. It will
be held in New York the weekend
of May 1-3, 2026. More info
coming but save the date. All are
welcome to attend. Alice Daley
VT State Lecturer

AGRICULTURE/ENVIRONMENT
Spring Greetings to all

Driving around | see many ponds
in planted fields and | hope they
will dry out soon so the seeds
can grow. Things happen so
quickly that | can barely keep up
with what's happening and
certainly can't get it out to you in
a timely manner, but | will try my
best when | receive the new
Directory. There are many Dairy
Farm grants year round that
farmers can apply for so go
online and apply

at https://agriculture.vermont.gov

Some VT Dairy facts: 73% of VT
dairy farms are small farms
(under 200 cows), 52% of
farmland is dedicated to dairy
and dairy crops, there are 7,349
dairy goats on 33 farms, $3.6
billion annual revenue from milk,
yogurt, butter and cheese, 63%
of all fluid milk production in New
England comes from Vermont,
and 73,000 tons of methane
captured via the Cow Power
Program. The average American
consumed 661 pounds of dairy
products, up more than 40
pounds from the decade

before. If you want to read more
about this dairy report go

to www.vermontdairy.com .
Check out the Vermont fish &
Wildlife department; there are
articles about how the State
Transportation department is
helping to create an amphibian
(Salamanders, Spring Peepers,
turtles) culvert tunnels with
concrete fence/wall on both sides
crossing for the Lewis creek, in

Monkton, for hopefully their safe
migration across roads. After the
construction of the underpasses,
there was an 80% decrease in
amphibian mortality. Before

the crossing there were 1,000
killed during two

spring nights. These culverts also
have a safe way for non-climbing
wildlife (raccoons, bobcats,
bears) as seen on game
cameras. The Monkton Road
amphibian crossings have been
presented at an international
conference and across the
Northeast as a model of an
innovative and successful wildlife
infrastructure crossing

project. Federal and state money
have helped pay for these
culverts.

| had someone ask me why the
state was cleaning up the
roadsides taking the tree line
20-50 feet back. The main reason
is when trees are blown over
(wind or heavy snow) they won't
fall on the road (mainly | see this
work being done on the
interstates). Also, when wildlife
runs out of the forest they would
have some stopping area before
they get onto the highway.
Vermont's statewide development
review system (Act 250) wanted
your opinion (by May 22) about
their tier 3 critical

natural areas. What natural
resource area to include? What
level of development should
require an Act 250 review and
How will this impact you and your
community?

| hope some of you attended the
69th Dairy Festival in Enosburg
this year (June 5-8). With the
GMG going out every other
month it's difficult to get dates
(well in advance) for many
events, so it's up to you to keep
track of events you want to go to.
Linda Sanderson, Director

EDUCATIONAL AID FUND

We met Saturday, May 17 to
score scholarships. We had one
Grange Only, five Waterbury
Grange, 38 VoTech, and 36
General applications. We also
had a grant application. Don't
forget we still have loan money to
lend to students who are Grange
members in good standing.

Lois Wakefield, Chair

FAMILY CAMP JULY 11-13,
2025

Come join us for Family Camp at
the VT State Grange Center at
308 West Street in Brookfield, VT
on July 11-13. Cabins and
campsites are available, or you
can come for the day. You do
NOT have to be a Granger to
attend.

Returning outdoor activities
include the frying pan toss and
rolling pin toss. Indoor
activities include games, card
making, and more!

Menu

Below is the projected menu for

Family Camp along with prices:

e Friday, July 11 - Dinner 6pm -
Build your own grinders (ham
or turkey), potato salad,
macaroni salad, chips,
cookies, or brownies. Cost
$12.

e Saturday, July 12 - Breakfast
8am - Sheet pan blueberry
pancakes with maple syrup,
bacon and sausage, fruit,
coffee, milk, and juice. Cost
$10.

e Saturday, July 12 - Lunch 1pm
- Build your own grinders
(ham or turkey), potato salad,
macaroni salad, chips,
cookies, or brownies. Cost
$12.

e Saturday, July 12 - Dinner
6pm - Meat or vegetable
lasagna, salad, garlic or plain
bread, vanilla ice cream. Cost
$15.


https://agriculture.vermont.gov/
http://www.vermontdairy.com/

e Sunday, July 13 - Breakfast
8am - Scrambled eggs, bacon
and sausage, toast, coffee,
and juice. Cost $10.

Please help us get an

approximate head count for

meals. RSVP by Sunday, July
6th to Nikki Yandow

at nicole.yandow@hotmail.com

or call/text 802-355-5019.

We look forward to seeing you

there!

Fraternally, Nikki Yandow (LAS)

and Gordon Gibbs, Jr. (AS)


mailto:nicole.yandow@hotmail.com

FALL FESTIVAL 2025

Hate standing in line? What if you
didn’t have to wait to register your
items for Fall Festival?

| am asking people to pre-register
their items for judging and send
the form to me by August 26th. If
you are not sure of which fruits or
veggies you will bring, that is ok.
Write down all you have planted;
it is easier to cross an item off the
registration form then to write a
whole list that day. By
pre-registering your items, | can
have everything prepared for you
ahead of time so they can be
displayed quickly. A registration
form is available in this issue.
Think about it, quicker
registration means that much
sooner you can get to the
festivities. What can you expect
this year? Here is a list of some
of the games/activities:

e Cornhole contest

e Horseshoe tournament

e Selfie Picture Booth

e Pumpkin Ring Toss

e Pumkin Tic Tac Toe

e Cornhusk doll making

e Rolling pin throwing

e Frying pan throwing

e Checkers Contest

e Cribbage Contest

e Hola Hoop Contest

Door prizes, we will be offering
door prizes again this year. Want
to get rid of some nick knacks,
craft kits, books, etc. that didn’t
sell at your yard sale or are just
tired of or will never use? Have a
present that is still sitting in its
box because it just isn’'t you but
didn’t want to hurt the giver’s
feelings. We will take them off
your hands for door prizes.

Beth Morse, Director

PROGRAM BOOKS AND
CONTEST ENTRIES

By noon on Saturday all
Lecturer’s Contest entries and
Family Activities needlework
entries as well as entries of

seasonal fruit cobblers for the
Cooking/Baking Contest. National
Community Service Books and
State Notebooks are also due.
Details on these contests can be
found in the 2024-2025 Program
Book. Your Master/President has
a copy of program book. It is also
available

at https://www/vtstategrange.org/.

GRANGE CENTER

A lot of work has been going on
at the Grange Center so that we
will be ready to open. The well
work is completed with new
casing and pump. First water test
did not pass but the second one
did and the state has lifted the
boil water order. There were lots
of breaks in the water lines
mostly in the Winter building. We
had a plumber come in and
repair. Stove hood and fire
suppression work should be done
the first part of June. Thanks to
Mark and parts from Beth Morse
the Walkin cooler has a new floor.
The old one was very rusty and
leaking.

The insurance company must
inspect the work and hopefully
renew our fire insurance. The
executive committee approved
opening as long as water, hood,
and fire insurance are all in place.
They also approved another loan
of $10,000 due to overruns on
estimated costs of repairs.

One work weekend was
canceled, one was held (very few
people came but the heavy rains
did!! limiting outside work).
Another work weekend is
scheduled for June 7-8 where we
hope a lot can get done. One job
is to paint the roof of the Butler
Building.

Eunice Crowell, VGC Board
Chair

COMMUNITY SERVICE

| am looking forward to Family
Camp! Hope to see you all there.
| will be colleting the Community
Service reports then and look
forward to reading them and
having them judged at the state
level. Please follow the
instructions in the program book
for 2024-2025. If you submit your
report in your Grange’s Program
notebook, | will pull it out for
judging. | need 25% of Vermont
Granges to participate to receive
monies from National Grange for
3 top notebooks. Can you help us
meet our goal? Even one
Community Service project can
be written up and put in your
notebook and write up and proper
forms can be completed in 10
minutes! Word for Thirds counts
as a project!

New program book is going to
printers and will be to the master
of your Grange by July 1%'. Be
sure you get your section from
your Master shortly after July 1
do you can start recording your
work. Make a ‘master plan’ of
projects for the year to help you
stay on track. Community Service
leads to more community
exposure and more new
members! Remember to put your
Grange name on donated items.
See you at Family Camp!
Deborah Ploof, Director

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
COOKING CONTEST 2025-2026

You are to make a cobbler using
seasonal fruit (strawberries,
raspberries, blueberries) as the
state contest is judged in July,
and these fruits should be
relatively available.

e Make your recipe using
one, two or all three of the
fruits.

e Anyone who wishes can
enter the State contest
by bringing it Saturday
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(by NOON) to Family
Camp in July 2025 with
recipe!
e Send a serving for at least
4 people, but larger
cobblers are appreciated
as they will be dessert for
Family Camp lunch on
Saturday!
It’s okay for Subordinate &
Pomona Grange’s to hold a
contest, but anyone can bring
their cooking entry to be
judged at the state level, that is
held at Family Camp in 2025

HEALTH NEWS

Are you wearing your sunscreen?
It should be SPF 30 or higher. It
should go on every morning.
Don’t forget your head and tips of
you ears. And don’t forget to
hydrate. Alice Daley, Director

JUNIOR GRANGE

As we begin the new Grange
year, I'm thrilled to share that |
will officially be transitioning into
the role of State Junior Director!
Many of you know that I've had
the pleasure of directing our
Junior and Youth Grange Camp
for the past three years, and I'm
excited to now dedicate my full
focus to the Junior Department.
With that in mind, Junior and
Youth Camp is just around the
corner! | look forward to sharing
more updates with you in the next
issue of GMG. As always, if
you’re interested in volunteering
or would like to make a donation,
please reach out to me at
mfalkerO3@gmail.com.
Fraternally, Melody Falker

INFORMATION

Hi to All,

Hoping you are planning several
events for your Grange as
summer approaches. It has come
to my attention as | keep my
‘tally’ of Granges submitting items
to the monthly calendar, that the

submissions are dwindling quite a
bit. Why is this? Lack of interest?
Lack of active Granges? Other?
Please contact me with your
reasoning. Email:
DevilsSister1308@gmail.com or
Lois Allen 69 Lily Lane Unti 229
West Lebanon, NH 03784. I'd like
to know if it is something | am
doing that could be rectified. |
look forward to hearing from you.
By the time you read this article, |
will have contacted all the
Granges that have submitted
articles with their number. The
number that you put in your
annual report scrapbook on the
Information page. Tah tah for
now. Lois Allen, Director

LEGISLATIVE

Well, May is a busy month for the
Legislature.

Governor Scott signed the $9.1
Billion budget despite it being
approximately 20 million more
than his proposal, including
around 70 one-time
appropriations. This includes
onetime allocations for property
tax reduction, tax relief initiatives
for young families, seniors on
fixed incomes, working and low
income Vermonters. It also
increased funding for Federally
Qualified Health Centers (FQHC)
Rural Health Centers, statutory
nursing homes and certain child
caregivers. This also included
increasing state reserves
anticipating cuts to federal
funding.

The Legislature wasn’t able to
find a compromise on education
reform. The Senate adjourned
Friday night at 11pm and the
House at 11:30 pm. The House is
on break for a couple weeks and
will reconvene June 16th. In the
interim it is expected that the 3
House and 3 Senate members
working on the education reform
legislation will continue to work in
hopes of bringing forth something

that can be voted on later this
month.

The Legislature didn’t address
the repeal of the Clean Heat
Standard this session. Indication
from the Public Utilities
Commission is that they won’t
move forward with the program
because the rules to implement
the law weren’t approved this
session.

Both Chambers agreed to
expand the list of prohibited
products containing PFAs.

S. 69 “the Kids Code was
approved by the House. The goal
of this is to force social media
businesses to adjust their codes
for those under 18.

Healthcare bills approved include
S. 126 giving the Green Mountain
Care Board additional authority to
control hospital budgets and
pricing of medications and
services and H. 266 which puts a
cap on how much hospitals can
charge for prescription
medications. The hope is that the
later will mean Blue Cross Blue
Shield will lower their rate
increase request. Kathleen
Paglia, Director

YOUTH

Happy summer vacation to all of
our student-age Youth members!
Did you know that the summer
break from school originated
because families needed their
children to work more on the
farms during the summer months.
One more reason to thank a
farmer! You can honor this history
by planting a garden, or even just
1 vegetable plant in a pot. Seeds,
pots & dirt are available at the
"dollar" stores. Camp is coming
up SOON for Youth members up
to age 17. If you have not already
registered, contact Melody ASAP
at 802-417-7976. I'm looking for
older Youth members (18 and
older) who are interested in
counseling, leading a



presentation or activity, or just
helping with a meal. Contact me
at 802-417-7020 if you are
available any time July 13th -
18th. | am also planning a State
Youth Conference on September
7th. More information will be
available in the Program Book
and the next GMG. Jessica
Falker, Director

POMONA HAPPENINGS

NEW HORIZON POMONA #33 -
| would like to thank all that
helped set up for the New
Horizon Pomona #33 5th
degree. It was a great success
and we brought in two new
members and the court looked
beautiful. Once again Thank you
all. Martha Kirchner, Master

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY GRANGE
#37 next meeting is on June 13"
at 7 pm at the First
Congregational Church, 39 Main
Street, Essex Junction.

KINGDOM POMONA #35 is
having a meeting in June and we
will be helping with the rest area.

COMMUNITY GRANGES
REPORTS

BLUE SPRUCE GRANGE #574 -
Happy Spring! As | mentioned in
the last publication of the GMG,
Spring did arrive with non-spring
weather. Rain, Rain, and more
Rain all over the state. Here is
hoping June will be better and we
can get our gardens planted.
Blue Spruce held our Baking
Contest in April, Brenda
Rousselle won first place, Chris
Yandow won second place and
Janice Rousselle won third place.
In May we focused on the Essex
Junction Memorial Day Parade.
We met at Ann Yandow’s home
to set up our entries. Our theme

for this year was “The Quilt of
Valor — We Sew for Vets’. We will
b awarding ‘Quilts of Valor’ to two
recipients later this year. More to
come of the award ceremonies
as they are scheduled.

Please put August 8, 2025 on
your calendars. It will be Blue
Spruce’s 1,000 meeting. We will
be holding a Birthday party with
games. All are welcome to come
and celebrate with us.

Janice M Rousselle, Master

BOMOSEEN VALLEY GRANGE
#273 AND CENTER GRANGE
#290 joined forces for

a Basket Raffle on May 17th. We
had over 200 baskets & gift
certificates as well as a couple
special raffles, a 50/50, & food for
sale. Made almost $2000 for
each Grange. There were 93
people in attendance. Fun & tiring
day but a great fundraiser. Next
project is working the Sharon rest
area sales on July 6th. In need of
workers for afternoon shift &
bakers for all the snacks. Please
contact Karen Barnouw or
Michelle Farmer for information.

BRIDGEWATER GRANGE #284
- May has been a very busy
month for us at Bridgewater
Grange #284 in Bridgewater
Corners. We are finishing it off
with a Bingo on Sat. night the
24th. That will be it until later in
the summer with graduation
coming up so many members will
be out of town. We will be having
a FATHER'S DAY POTLUCK on
June 21. Bring a dish to share.
We hope to have music. We are
still working on getting the lift in,
no takers on construction yet. We
will keep looking. Any ideas, give
me a jingle, 802-672-5013
orOlmrhair@comcast.net.

Our Grange meets on the 2nd
and 4th Thursday at 7:00 P.M.,
We are working on our future
programs - Flea Market, Ice

cream social and yard sale. We
will have a Pot Luck on July19th
with Karaoke. You know what |
mean, lots of singing and food.
Who knows, maybe we can come
up with something new. | think
some of our members are

SHY. Laura Robinson, Secretary
Reporting.

BRIDPORT GRANGE #303 is
happy to report that its members
will be participating in and helping
at the 1st annual Bridport Day on
the town green in Bridport. The
full event will be held from 11am
to 7pm on June 14th. A full day of
music, games, food and even a
dunk tank. is planned.

Our Environmental/Community
Service project of recycling
textiles is so popular that a
second bin was added in front of
our hall. Our partner Apparel
Impact has been impressed with
the number of textiles we have
been able to recycle in this
community.

CALEDONIA #9 - We have
exciting news. Our Building
committee met with an architect
and commissioned him to begin
drawing up plans for an

addition to our Grange building
so that it will be fully accessible to
people with mobility issues. As
this will be an expensive project
we are also actively researching
grant opportunities.

On June 7th the Grange is
helping to host the annual East
Hardwick Children's parade.
Our Second Sunday Ag series
topic for June 8th will be
Backyard Chickens at the Grange
in East Hardwick. On Sunday,
July 13th our ag topic will focus
on keeping a family milk cow.
Our May meeting will include
some remembrances. (Meeting
date is not quite set as it falls on
Memorial Day and we may
change the day). Cheers, Rob
MaclLeod, President
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CAPITAL CITY GRANGE #469:
as we head toward summer (with
weather that feels like April as I'm
writing this), we're looking
forward to cleaning and
celebrating. Our June meeting
will be on the 7th; on that day
we're planning on a Grange Hall
cleanup, plus a Sing-Along, and
an especially festive Community
Potluck Dinner. We're calling it
“‘Many Hands, Many Voices,
Much Feasting”. We are signing
up Grange members and Hall
users for specific tasks, starting
at 10 AM with the vinyl floor mats,
and continuing in the afternoon
(at 1:00) with cleaning windows,
trim, bathrooms, stairs, closets
and more. We'll have a brief
Grange meeting at 4:30, then at
5:00 our Musician, Matt Nunnelly
will lead a Sing-Along! At 6:00
we'll celebrate our clean Grange
Hall—and paying off our 2008
mortgage loan from the State
Grange—with a Community
Potluck Dinner! Everyone is
welcome for any part of the day.
On the 2nd Saturdays (June 14,
July 12 and Aug. 9) we'll host
Kids Trade & Play in the Lower
Level. We also have a family
dance & potluck lunch to benefit
the Rainbow Bridge Community
Center in Barre, on June 28th,
and we're hosting a “Piano
Concert and Memorable Times
Dance Party” on June 21. Check
out all of the events at our Hall at
capitalcitygrange.org/events.
Our other big celebration event
this summer will be our Outdoor
Barbecue and Potluck Picnic on
Aug. 2nd, from 5:00 to 7:30. We
provide a couple of grills, meat
and non-meat burgers, hotdogs,
buns & condiments, plus ice
cream, and ask everyone to join
us and bring all kinds of other
dishes—salads, breads, cheeses,
vegetables, or whatever you
want. We've been lucky with the

weather for several years, but
we'll move to the Lower Level
inside if it is threatening this time
around.

Sometime in August, we hope to
hear that we have been awarded
a grant to pay 50% of the cost of
installing an
Energy-Recovery-Ventilator
(ERV) and a ceiling-mount Air
Purifier for the Main Hall, which
will provide fresh and clean air to
improve indoor air quality. We
have our fingers crossed!
Timothy Swartz, President

CHARLOTTE GRANGE #398
has a busy events calendar this
summer! Our upcoming
programs include monthly poetry
and walking gatherings, free yoga
at the Grange Hall, and our
summer "Grange on the Green"
outdoor music concert series on
the Charlotte Town Green. Our
website, charlottegrange.org, is
the best way to find out our latest
updates and upcoming event and
program details.

MARBLE VALLEY GRANGE
#567 - April showers bring May
flowers. But May showers bring
some event troubles! Marble
Valley Grange was able to hold
our annual basket raffle event
(indoors!) and raised $2,034.
Reach out if you're wondering
what is a basket raffle event and
how can you plan one as a
fundraiser for your Grange! Our
Agriculture Committee had
planned on taking us all on a field
trip to the Village Farm where
they had several agricultural
activities and presentations
planned, but their event was
cancelled because of rain. And
then Bark for Life, where we had
planned to have a booth, was
also cancelled because of rain.
Rain, rain, go away! We are still
planning to have a booth at Relay
for Life (rain or shine!) at the

Vermont State Fairgrounds on
June 7th. Stop by and hello!
Jessica Falker, reporting

MIDDLE BRANCH GRANGE
#463 - The week of April 14 was
an emotional one for Middle
Branch members; our historic hall
which had been damaged by fire,
was demolished. We are
determined to persevere and are
moving forward with plans for a
new hall. Fundraising efforts
include a very successful Dues
Paid Supper on April 12, Easter
Bake Sale on April 19 and a
chicken BBQ on May 25. On May
3 we presented the Community
Service Award to the volunteers
that run and manage the Bethel
Food Shelf. We are proud of our
graduates this spring, Danielle
Galbreath and Katie Waterman
earned their college degrees.
Leah Rogers and Elizabeth
Waterman are graduating from
high school, both will be
attending college in the fall.
Summer plans for Middle Branch
include a float in the 4th of July
Parade, catering a lunch at the
4-H Dairy Show and our annual
Grange picnic. Even though it
was cold and rainy, six Junior
Grangers participated in
Green-Up. Judy Powell, Lecturer

REMEMBERANCE OF THOSE
THAT PASSED TO THE GREAT
GRANGE ABOVE

Caledonia #9 - Tragically, we lost
a longtime core member of our
Grange. Meredith Holch died
quite suddenly while repairing the
siding on her house on
Wednesday, May 7th. She will be
sorely missed.

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome new members to
the following Granges

Blue Spruce - David Waterhouse


http://charlottegrange.org/
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