DECEMBER 2024

MASTER’S MESSAGE

A Good December to you
marvelous Grangers! Returned
home from National Grange
Session on Monday the 18th as a
flight was delayed and | spent the
night in Chicago. That Tuesday |
retrieved Grange records from the
Sanderson farm as they were
stored for me as | transitioned
from 451 VT Rte. 15 in Underhill
to 32 Sixth Street in Colchester.
Here | am today writing my GMG
message on Wednesday, the
deadline. I'm hitting the highlights
from the National Grange session.

On the 12th we heard of our
advocacy concerning broadband
and the struggle to get it out that
last mile.

With the sale of the National
Grange building there is no
revenue coming from rentals. The
delegates voted to raise National
dues by $20.00 per individual and
$40.00 for families. This needs a
second vote at the 2025 National
Session. If passed, the new dues
rate will take effect January 1,
2026.

The leaders of our State Granges
need to ensure that
communications from National
reach all the members.
Businesses with which the
National Grange has partnered
will be sending us materials, and
the National Grange will inform
Grange Presidents 10 days before

hand to ensure that these
materials are legitimate.

We need to engage with National
Grange communications. The
various directors and staff feel that
their messages are unheard or
ignored, and they’re frustrated.

We are encouraged to get more
members to subscribe to the
Good News publication and,
perhaps, get the magazine into
our local libraries.

A new effort called Project
Sustenance will be rolled out to
end food insecurity. We should
hear more about the above
project.

Look for more information on
Rural Life Initiative sponsored by
Pfizer.

November 14th

National Officers’ sashes were
auctioned off for the 4th degree
closing of the session so
successful bidders could take the
National Officers’ places. At least
$1,500 was raised for the National
Grange Foundation.

Inactive Grange websites (3
years) will be removed from the
National Website. It was noted
that many Grange websites need
updating.

144 resolutions were acted upon
this session. One of them, asking
National to change the corner
decorations on the Community

Service Award, failed. It was
noted that one can call National
and have changes made!

The attempt to reduce the number
of members necessary to
maintain a Grange from 13 to 8
failed.

November 14th, Jr. Grange dues
will not go to $2.00 until further
study.

An attempt to have our entire
dues paid directly to National, with
National sending money due our
Granges back, failed.

The 7th Degree will be recorded
for posterity as the costumes are
fragile. It will also be recorded in a
modern format (current clothing).
An attempt to show it to regional
7th Degrees failed.

On Friday the question was raised
as to why more Youth are not
being sent to National Session.
We'll have to scratch our heads.

The final resolution considered
representation at National
Session based on the number of
Granges in a state with a range of
1 to 3 delegates. It went back to
committee for more study.

There is interest in pushing the
John Trimble award.

Looking for ideas for activities for
the Nation’s 250th birthday. The
National Session will be in Kansas
that year.

Respectfully submitted,
Kendal Holden
Master, Vermont State Grange

Wanted: Patrons and Matrons
Willing to Lead

As we move into the new year the
Vermont State Grange needs



some committee directors and
deputies, Agriculture and
Environment and Family Activities.
As for deputies, we need to fill
positions formerly held by Garry
Sharon (covering Bartonsville,
Broad Brook, Evening Star and
Grafton, Errol Briggs (covering
Blue Spruce, Brownington,
Caledonia, Maple Valley, North
Branch and Upper Valley), and
Regina Mason (covering
Battenkill, Bridgewater, and
Taconic).

| believe | said it, but I'll say it
again, Pomona chairs are part of
the Vermont State Grange
Directors’ committees and need to
be willing and able to assist
mentally, materially, and
physically.

Sadly, | do not know all your
Grangers and your abilities, but |
am calling on you to step up and
become leaders in our fraternity.
The Grange needs new
leadership, building the ranks that
can move upward and become
state leaders. If you, or someone
you know, demonstrate that
potential, please, let me know!

Kendal Holden
Master, Vermont State Grange
ANNOUNCEMENTS

0 2025 Leaders Conference

o Information with
registration is on
the web.

o January 10-12in
Danvers, MA

o0 State Session 2025
o Capital City Grange

o October 24 & 25,
2025

Picture of Kendal, Brenda, National
Master, and Andrea Gagner-Murphy from
the Josh Pallotta House accepting check
for raffle winnings from Big E from quilt
made by Brenda Rousselle. Each year
one of the Northeastern States creates
and donates the quilt for this raffle. The
proceeds from this raffle, (over $6000.00
this year) was presented to Josh's House
during our Vermont State Grange Annual
Session in October. The state that
donates the quilt gets to select who will
receive the proceeds from the raffle.

REPORT OF STATE SESSION
OCTOBER 2024

The report to the Delegates has
been updated and is behind the
Fourth-Degree password on the
website:
http://www.vtstategrange.org/inde
x.html. The report has been
updated with all the reports
presented at the state session.

UPDATED POLICY BOOKS

Both the Internal (Grange policies)
and External (Legislative) Policy
Manual have been printed and will
be mailed to the Master’s of each
Grange shortly for distribution to
secretary and Legislative Chair. It
is also on the website, the internal
one is behind the password.

ACTION ON RESOLUTIONS

Resolution #1 - Vermont
Community Foundation - The
Vermont State Grange
encourages Granges and
individual Grangers to financially
support the Vermont Community
Foundation Farm Assistance
Program by contributing either for
statewide assistance or by county,
by going online to
VermontCF.com. Accepted

Resolution #2 - Cabins at the
Vermont State Grange Center -
The Vermont State Grange
support the Grange Center Board
of Directors to name the cabins at
the Vermont Grange Center for
agriculture, nature, or something
to represent Grange, and then
cabin signs are designed and
attached to represent each named
cabin, so as to create
opportunities for connectivity and
creativity. Rejected

Resolution #3 - ASL Sign for
“Grange” - That the National
Grange work with the National
Association of the Deaf to create
an ASL sign for “Grange”, and be
it further RESOLVED: that a copy
of this resolution be forwarded to
the National Grange. Accepted.
Sent on to National and found out
that there is a sign and out of
National came this resolution:
2024 National Grange Session
Update: There is a sign for
Grange. Motion passed at 2024
session: RESOLVED: that the
National Grange promote the
American Sign Language (ASL)
sign for “Grange”.

Resolution #4 - Handicapped
Access to the New England
Grange Building - That the
Trustees of the New England
Grange Building work with the Big
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E to create handicapped access
to the New England Grange
Building, and be it further
RESOLVED that a copy of this
resolution be forwarded to the
Trustees of the New England
Grange Building. Accepted

Resolution #5 - 2025 National
Convention - The Vermont State
Grange opposes holding the 2025
National Grange Convention on a
cruise ship, and be it further
RESOLVED, if National Grange
wants to sponsor a cruise for its
members and their families that it
be separate from the National
Convention. Approved as
rewritten 2024 National Grange:
Rejected

Resolution #6 - Public Service
Award Certificate - That National
Grange change the design of the
border shown on the Public
Service Award to show
cornucopia in the corners of the
border rather than the current
flowers. Accepted. Sent to
National Grange. 2024 National
Grange Session Update:
Rejected; You may have the
border on the certificate changed
by calling the National Grange
Office at any time.

Resolution #7 - Mandate for
Insurance Coverage of Fertility
Treatments - That the Vermont
State Grange urges the Vermont
State Legislature to pass health
insurance coverage for fertility
treatments, and be it further
RESOLVED that the Vermont
State Legislature support a
federal mandate of health
insurance coverage for fertility
treatments. Rejected

Resolution from National Master’s
Address

Resolution # 8 - Grange Presence
at Oliver Kelley Farm —

WHEREAS: Oliver Hudson
Kelley was the lead founder in the
Order of Patrons of Husbandry,
commonly known as the Grange,

WHEREAS: Grangers across our
country desire that his name be
remembered with the historic
evidence that had been displayed
at the Oliver Kelley Farm now
owned by the Minnesota Historical
Society. Be it

RESOLVED: that the National
Grange work with the Minnesota
Historical Society to restore the
artifacts and information at the
Oliver Kelley Farm in recognition
of Brother Oliver Hudson Kelley’s
role in founding and promoting the
Grange. Accepted. Sent to
National Grange. 2024 National
Grange Session Update:
Approved this motion.

Resolutions from Master’s
Address

Resolution # 9 - Audits

WHEREAS: Yearly audits are a
necessary part of our working
organization, and

WHEREAS: The auditors in
order to perform their functions,
need certain pieces of
documentation in a timely manner,
be it

RESOLVED: that any
Committee/State Officer will be
required to furnish the following:

e A reconciled
checkbook
register

e Receipts

e Bank statements

e Bills/documentatio
n

e Contributions
received from
Granges and their
disbursements

And be it further

RESOLVED: that this
documentation be provided by the
time requested to audit prior to
State Session. Accepted

Resolution # 10 - Bonding

WHEREAS: The National Grange
Digest Section 4.10.9, Bonding
states “that a State Grange may
permit any Subordinate, Pomona
or Junior Grange shall be
authorized to create its own
criteria before permitting
self-insured status.” Therefore,
be it

RESOLVED: that the Delegates to
the 153" VSG Session direct the
Executive Committee to develop
the criteria necessary for
Subordinate, Pomona, and Junior
Granges to be self-insured.
Accepted

Resolution #11 - RESOLUTION
OF APPRECIATION 2024

BE IT RESOLVED: That the
Vermont State Grange go on
record expressing its appreciation
for the following:

1. The 2024 Convention
Committee consisted of
the Executive Committee,
Kendal Holden, Errol
Briggs, Deborah Ploof,
Brenda Rousselle, Joe
Goodrich, and Nancy
Perkins working with Tim
Swartz, Master of Capital
City Grange.



Deborah Ploof for her
printing of session reports,
typing up resolutions and
edits, and displaying on
screen for all members to
see.

The National
Representative, Christine
Hamp and her husband
Duane for gracing us with
their presence

The members of Capital
City Grange for their
hospitality and delicious,
locally grown food.

Pomona Granges
Champlain Valley, New
Horizon, Mountain Valley,
Kingdom, and Friendship
for hosting snack and
coffee breaks. Also, to
Heart of Vermont for
assisting with the
registration table.

George Goldsworthy of
Saint Michaels College for
his continued support of
our organization by
producing/printing our
Grange publications.

The following members of
the Assembly of Demeter
who were in attendance:
Errol Briggs, Joseph and
Lisa Goodrich, Phyllis and
Charles Mason, Brenda
Rousselle, Kendal Holden,
and Linda Sanderson.

To the Committees for their
hard work in working with
the resolutions, old and
new, and presenting them
in a professional manner.

. Andrea Gagner-Murphy for
her inspiring Friday Lunch
talk about Josh Pallotta

House and preventing
Veteran’s Suicide. Vermont
State Master Kendal
Holden presented a check
in the amount of $6,003
from raffle of quilt at Big E
that was made by Brenda
Rousselle.

10. To the Installation Team
consisting of Duane Hamp,
Marshall; Chris Hamp,
Installing Master; Lois
Wakefield, Chaplain for
their professional job
installing the 2024
Vermont State Grange
Officers.

11. For the inspiring Memorial
Service with Chaplain
Jenny Nelson, Secretary
Nancy Perkins, Ceres Lisa
Goodrich, Pomona Marsha
Johnson, Flora Kathleen
Paglia, and Master Kendal
Holden.

12. All the generous people
who brought items for the
benefit silent auction and
those that bid on the items
netting $685.50 for Middle
Branch Grange.

AND BE IT RESOLVED: that this
resolution be left open for the
State Executive Committee to
make any additions or corrections.

Submitted by Lois Allen and Lois
Wakefield

ADDENDUM TO NORTHERN
AUDITOR’S REPORT

e More records were received
from the Grange Center Board
Treasurer

e The missing documentation
for 3 of the 5 checks was
found by treasurer.

o One check for $500
has some receipts but
did not total $500.

Other advance check
for $50 still has no

receipts.

All of the checks were

written to board

members.

Missing checks were for bills

paid in October 2024 so not

part of this audit.

Fraternally Submitted, Deborah

Ploof

STATE PROGRAM REPORTS

Saturday Night Awards
presentation was very chaotic as

everyone was ready to leave after

another great meal prepared and
served by Capital City Grange
and helpers. Below find the chart
showing the Granges submitting
notebooks and the number of
seals and stars they receive for
their efforts.

GREAT WORK!!
Congratulations!!!

Grange Name
and number
Alphabetically

Rank

Stars

Seals

Community
Grange

Blue Mountain
Grange #263

Third

13

Blue Spruce
Grange #574

First

15

14

Bomoseen
Valley Grange
#273

12

Bridgewater
Grange #284

13

Bridport
Grange #303

Maple Valley
Grange #450

Marble Valley
Grange #567

Secon

14

Middle Branch

Grange #463




Tunbridge

Grange #384 4 8
Pomona

g;;v Horizon 7 13
Vommont 3| Fist | 1 14
e 3E

LECTURERS NOTES:

| have seen the name of the new
quilt square. It is called “canning
jar”. Again, it is a finished size of
12 inches with 12 1/2 inches sent.
Itis due by September 1. Use
your imagination as to the
contents of the jar.

| hope you are at least halfway
through your book reports and
other entries for the contest July
will be here before you know it.

State Session happened at
Capital City Grange. The food
was fabulous and the people
there did a great job feeding us. |
was re-elected as Lecturer for the
next 2 years.

Watch for an announcement in the
next couple of months for a
Director’s meeting to plan the next
year. Start thinking of some new
ideas you would like to see.

Alice Daley, VT State Lecturer
Lecturer Contest Winners

Water Color;
Marion Cubit-$15

Acrylics:
Stephanie McMahon-$15
Andrew McMahon-$10

Cards:
Stephanie McMahon
Andrew McMahon $25 split

Computer Generated Card:
Betty Beavais-$15

Youth Water Color;
Nathaniel Perkins-$15

Jr Acrylics:
August Perkins-$15
Ella Thomason-$10

Ben Thomason-$5

Jr Water Color:
Ella Thomason-$15

Book Reports: each person
received $5;Brenda Rousselle,
Lois Wakefield, Janice Rousselle,
Sharon Loiselle, Laura Robinson,
Gordon Gibbs, Marion Cubit,
Kathleen Paglia, Deborah Ploof,
Jerome Mendicino, Nancy
Perkins, Karen Barnouw, Crystal
Cormia

Book Reports by Grange; Blue
Spruce had most entries and won
$10; rest received $5-Marble
Valley, Bridgewater, Blue
Mountain, Maple Valley, Middle
Branch

Photo:

Sunset-

Marsha Johnson $15
Kristine Elder $10
Stephanie McMahon $5

Clouds:

Kristine Elder- $15
Ann Yandow $10
Nancy Perkins $5

My Favorite:

Gene Perkins $15
Ann Yandow $10
Kristine Elder $5

Things In a Tree:
Stephanie McMahon $15
Ann Yandow $10

Church: Kristine Elder $15
Fences: Ann Yandow $15

Youth Sunset:
Nathaniel Perkins $15

Youth Clouds:
Nathaniel Perkins $15

Youth My Favorite:
Nathaniel Perkins $15

Youth fences:
Nathaniel Perkins $15

Essays:

Something | taught myself:
Jessica Falker $15
Marion Cubit $10

Comfort Food:
Deborah Ploof $15
Marsha Johnson $10
Jessica Falker $5

Adult Poem:

Tom Bissell $15
Nancy Perkins $10
Jessica Falker $5

Youth Poem: Sam Knight $15

| Made the Best...:
Jessica Falker $15

My Favorite Season:
Stephanie McMahon $15

Dream Vacation:
Jessica Falker $15

Short Story:
Deborah Ploof $15
Marion Cubit $10

NATIONAL GRANGE LECTURE
R DEPARTMENT 2025

QUILT BLOCK CONTEST

All entries submitted no later than
September 1, 2025. Mailed to the
National Lecturer.

Pattern: Canning Jar Quilt Pattern
- adding white sides to make a 12
1/2" unfinished square block Will
include special awards for
creativity of the jar contents.

VIRTUAL PHOTOGRAPHY CON
TEST - All entries submitted
online by September 1, 2025.

ADULTS



e America the Beautiful
e Agriculture/Farming
e Say it With Flowers
e Bridges

JUNIOR
e America the Beautiful
e Agriculture/Farming
e Animals/Pets

e \Water

GARDEN DESIGN CONTEST -
All entries submitted online by
September 1, 2025.

ADULTS

e Container Garden

e Raised Bed Garden

e Ground Space Garden
JUNIOR

e Any Type of Garden

DESIGN-A-PROGRAM -
All entries submitted online
by September 1, 2025.

e Internal Grange Program/E
vent for Adults

e External Grange Program/E
vent for Adults

e Program/Event for Children

CREATIVE WRITING - All entries
submitted online by September 1,
2025.

ADULT

e FEssay- "The Grange is Impo
rtant Today
Because..." - maximum 500
words

e Short Story- "It Happened At
/In Grange..." - maximum 50
0 words

e Poetry-"The
Grange of the Future"
- maximum 300 words

JUNIOR

e There will not be a class for
juniors as the Junior Depar
tment will be covering this a

ge group.
CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE

As the days of December come
with colder weather and snow, so
we begin our path to the
celebration of Christmas Day. “Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.” Luke 2:12. Can you
imagine Joseph and Mary
traveling to Bethlehem and finding
no room in the Inn, and using a
place in a barn with the stall and a
manger with hopefully dry fluffy
hay for the young mother to
deliver and to lay the newborn
baby? It is remarkable to think
that our God left his holy place to
come and live among us starting
with such a humble beginning.

Did you notice during some of the
darkest, cloudiest days of
November that there were stars
brightly beaming in the skies
above. | can only imagine what a
bright star was shining above this
special child who would be part of
our lives in more ways than we
can count, if we ask Him. He
gives us many opportunities
encouraging us to love one
another, to do good work feeding
the hungry, “helping the fatherless
and the widows, and keeping
ourselves unspotted from the
world.”

As you gather in your
communities and with your
families, remember Christ in
Christmas activities. Sing your

heart out caroling this year. Bake
your favorite cookies to share.
Worship with your Church family
and give gifts, acknowledging that
the Jesus was the best gift of all
promising us peace and eternal
life. We are so lucky to be
Grangers, to have an organization
of fellow friends doing good work,
learning the importance of
legislative work, and supplying a
community gathering place for fun
and fellowship.

For unto you is born this day, in
the city of David, a Savior which is
Christ the Lord”. Luke 2:11.

Jenny Nelson, Chaplain

FROM THE LADY ASSISTANT
STEWARD

Hello, Fellow Grangers! | wanted
to take this opportunity to
introduce myself. My name is
Nikki Yandow. | am a Member of
Blue Spruce Grange #574, as well
as Champlain Valley Pomona #37.
| reside with my husband, Chris,
in Jericho along with our dog
Alice, two cats - Master Gracey
and Madame Leota, and our bird
Sam. Our sons, Brad and
Camden, have grown and left the
nest. Unlike many of you, | did not
grow up in the Grange, but rather
married into a Grange family. In
fact, our son Camden represents
six generations of Grangers in my
husband's family as a descendant
of the Bergerons and five
generations as descendants of
the Valyou and Howard sides of
the family. It seemed only natural
for me to join after he did. After
Camden became an Eagle Scout
in 2023, | found | was able to free
up time to devote myself more to
the Grange. While |



remain peripherally involved with
our local Scouts BSA Troop in
Underhill/Jericho, | am drawn to
the fellowship and service | find
with the Grange. | enjoy how
active we are in community
service projects and find
enjoyment in the company of my
fellow brothers and sisters. | look
forward to meeting more of you
and getting to know you better in
the coming years. In the
meantime, we send warm holiday
greetings from our family to
yours.

Nikki Yandow, LAS
EDUCATIONAL AID FUND

We met after State Grange

and elected Lois Wakefield,
Chairman. As we did not have a
full board in person, we adjourned
until a Zoom meeting when we
were all present to complete the
election of officers. Lois Allen was
chosen Vice Chairman; Maykayla
Perkins is Secretary and Janice
Rousselle is Treasurer. Barbara
Chambers and Martha Bissell are
the other two members of our
board of trustees.

Lois Wakefield, Chair
FALL FESTIVAL

Fall festival, also known as a
harvest festival, is a community
event that commemorates the
harvest season and the
abundance of crops. Its purpose
is to bring people together to
enjoy the beauty of the season
and to appreciate the bountiful
harvest that nature provides.

Judging of entries that you submit
at Fall Festival can take time to
complete as all entries are judged
on their own merits. Example for
fruits and vegetables, judging is

done on a point system, we look
for proper degree on ripeness,
clean, uniform shape/size,
disease/insect free and free from
weather damage. Each judge
looks closely at every item and
scores each accordingly.

We appreciate your patience
during this time and offer activities
for you to enjoy while you wait for
the results. We would like to
celebrate your accomplishments.
So, we are looking for ideas and
suggestions for activities at the
Fall Festival. Please consider
sending in this short survey
(Separate page) to Beth Morse
(morbe8@live.com or 92 Happy
Valley Rd, Middlebury, VT 05753).

All answers will be considered by
the Fall Festival Committee and
would be greatly appreciated.

The Fall Festival Committee
would like to wish everyone a
holiday season filled with love,
laughter, and unforgettable
moments.

Respectfully, Beth Morse Fall
Festival Director

Fall Festival Questionnaire

Please return to Beth Morse, 92
Happy Valley Rd, Middlebury, VT
05753 or morbe8@live.com

1.) What evening activities would
you like to see?

2.) Is there a game or activity that
you would like to try but have
never had enough people to do it
with? If so which one?

3.) Would you like to see a
presentation on a particular topic
(What topic)?

4.) Are crafts your thing? Would
you like to learn or re-learn a
quick, fun craft?

5.) In the Program Book is there
anything from crafts to fruits and
vegetables missing that could be
included in the book? If so which
ones? Please list with a brief
description.

6.) Are you looking for more
physical type activities? If so,
what are they?

7.) Is there anything that you
would like to see or do at the Fall
Festival?

8.) How can we improve the Fall
Festival?

FAMILY ACTIVITIES

Dear State Directors, Chairman
and Members of all Granges.

Once again those of you who
made items for the Big E came
thru with flying colors. Our tables
were full of quality items and the
fairgoers made so many positive
comments. So, thank you all for
your generosity and for supporting
the New England Grange
Building! | have had some
requests for items that we have
not had in a while or items that
sold out. In addition to the items
that were sent in, a few
suggestions:

Quilted Place mats, Chef Hats,
Potato bags, Scrubbies (we ran
out early), Aprons and hand-made
oven mitts.

Large Shawls and the Wide long
scarfs all sold. Could use mittens
and hats always. The fingerless
gloves were also a bit hit. We
went through almost all of them.

We have not had many quilts or
quilted lap robes; they would be a
good item as well as pillows. In
the past, there was a huge



selection, but we only received
one this year.

The Baby section is still a big
seller! We welcome any items you
make.

Stuffed animals were a
tremendous hit again this year.
We ran out about halfway through
the fair. People came in looking
for them! So, we ask that you
keep on making them.

The quilted bowl cozy for warming
bowls in the microwave as well as
ones to hold Ice cream sold out
and they continue to be a big hit.
The kitchen towels went well, the
full towels were a nice help as we
did not have to constantly
straighten them out and people
seemed to like them. The half
towels did sell as well. We had
only a couple left at the end of the
fair.

The plastic canvas tissue box
holders went out like crazy. They
are all sold and so would be
another item to have. We did not
receive as many Magnets as we
have in the past. Doilies were all
sold as well.

Our Christmas section is another
of our big sellers. So maybe
suggest a craft night making some
ornaments for the store would be
enjoyable. It's great fun and you
can enjoy company while you
craft!

If these items are something you
or someone you know can make,
it would be appreciated by our
Patrons. Thank you for listening
and please feel free to send this
out to your members. Have a
great year in your Crafting.

Dawn R. Percoski Craft Manager,
NEGB

Director of CT Family Activities

Winners from Vermont in the
Northeast Needlework Contest

Class A — Afghan — Deborah
Ploof, Second Place

Class C — Embroidery — Marion
Cubit, Third Place

Class D - 3-piece Baby Set -
Marion Cubit, Third Place

FAMILY CAMP

Is it ever too early to think about
family camp and the joys of
summertime?? Skip Gibbs, our
new Assistant Steward, and | will
be co-chairing the Family Camp
Committee. We will get together
after the holidays to begin
planning. In the meantime, we
would like to hear from you! We
have a short, anonymous survey
(only five questions). The last
question is optional if you would
like to provide your contact
information. This survey will help
us gauge interest.

Do we continue to hold the event
on a single day, or make it a
weekend campout?

Do we invite surrounding states to
join us?

What events would you like to
see?

We want your feedback! You can
access the survey

here: https://forms.gle/WFm5faoK
X4eQrUSK9.

If you're reading the printed
version, you can type the form
information into your browser. Or,
if you'd prefer, please feel free to
email your thoughts and
comments

to: nicole.yandow@hotmail.com a

nd | will provide a response as
soon as I'm able.

Thank you in advance!

Nikki Yandow and Skip Gibbs,
Co-chairs

Family Camp

GRANGE CENTER

A new year and a new set of
officers: Chair: Eunice Crowell;
Vice Chair: Beth

Morse; Recording

Secretary: Brenda

Rousselle; Treasurer: Ruth
Hovey-Sicely.

A tree has come down on the
Butler Building over the cap on
the roof over the State

Room. There are two or three
more that will need to come
down. We have a carpenter! Itis
hoped that by the end of January,
the carpenter will be able to
complete the work in the

kitchen. Work is still being done to
locate an electrician. Work still
needs to be done on the water
system.

We have four weekends
scheduled so far for Food Breaks.
| am looking for each Pomona to
work a two-day shift. The area
opens at 7:30 am and closes at
6:00 pm. Pomona Granges are
asked to bake food for two days.
A minimum of two people per shift
will be needed to cover the area.
The next meeting of the Board will
be held on January 19, 2025 at
6:00 pm via ZOOM.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

Eunice Crowell, Chair

AGRICULTURE &
ENVIRONMENT

From Bernie Buzz via Jenny
Nelson
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Dear Fellow Vermonter, It is no
secret that climate change is real
and its impact in our communities
is becoming more frequent and
more severe. After the
devastating floods of the last two
years, we know that fact all too
well here in Vermont. And we are
not alone: More and more, states
all over the country are dealing
with dangerous flooding, wildfires,
droughts, severe storms, and
record-breaking heat. Given that
reality, staying informed and up to
date on the weather has become
not just a question of
convenience, but a matter of
necessity. Which is why, today in
the Buzz, we are featuring the
National Weather Service (NWS)
in Burlington and the hardworking
Vermonters who keep their
operation running 24-hours-a-day,
7-days-a-week, 365-days-a year.
Just as they provide the weather
forecast to help you determine if
the conditions are good for ice
fishing, they are also on the
frontlines when a natural disaster
strikes. During the floods this
summer and last, the NWS
worked around the clock to
provide warnings, resources, and
forecasts to keep our communities
safe and informed.

The Bernie Buzz had the chance
to meet some members of the
NWS team at their station in the

Burlington Airport and learn more
about the work they do. | hope
you'll watch the video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=xktY3BK3BZA to hear what they
had to say. One of the messages
they left us with is: Be prepared.
So, if you haven’t had a chance
yet, please take a moment to sign
up or bookmark some of the
below resources:

* To get updates from the National
Weather Service Burlington, you
can visit their website

at www.Weather.gov/bty, listen to
their reports on NOAA Weather
Radio, or follow them

on social media.

* Sign up now for VT Alert, a free
service through which you can
receive immediate weather

updates and other alerts including
evacuation information, chemical
spills, shelter-in-place

alerts, boil water advisories, and
roadway interruptions.

* Monitor New England 511 for
road closures and Vermont
Emergency Management for local

updates and resources.

* Call or text the Disaster Distress
Helpline at 1-800-985-5990 for
emotional support related to

flood stress and trauma. More
information is available HERE.

* If you would like to volunteer to
help your neighbors and
community, you can find more
information here:
https://www.vermont.gov/voluntee
r.  For an overview compilation of
flood resources, including
translation materials, see HERE. °
And please do not hesitate to
contact my office if you think we
can be of help. You can call us at
802-862-0697, or toll free at
1-800-339-9834. To the team at at
NWS Burlington and every
Vermonter who has stepped up
for their communities during the
floods and their aftermath: Thank
you.

COMMUNITY SERVICE |
received 3 Community Service

Books for judging which were not
enough for receiving monies from
National Grange. From the
program books submitted, | found
4 more reports worthy of being
judged and included them for the
judges. Remember | need to have
a separate book for National and
the program book has the forms
and the judging criteria which will
both help you to prepare your
notebooks. Thank you to all who
submitted National Community
Service notebooks for judging.
Winners were announced.at state
session on Saturday night Policy
2021-7 allows for checks in the
amount of $75 for first place, $50
for second place, and $25 for third
place to be issued. | also have
certificates from National Grange

First Place:Blue Spruce Grange

Second Place: Marble Valley
Grange

Third Place:Bomoseen Valley
Grange

Fourth Place:Blue Mountain
Grange

And the best news!!!! Blue Spruce
Grange earned Second Place at
National Community Service
Contest! Congratulations Nikki
Yandow who submitted her
notebook. State Master Kendal
Holden and | were able to present
her book back and the red ribbon
at our local community Grange
meeting. See picture below.
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Next year all books must be
submitted electronically which
means | will need to scan them in
and submit by September 1. This
will mean NO
doodads/decorations and use only
plastic sheets over your paper so
that the book can be scanned. Or
submit to me electronically! More
about that in next issue!

The hats, mittens, gloves, and
socks brought to VT State
Session have been given to
HOPE in Middlebury (71 socks,
various sizes, 8 gloves, 1 hat) and
the John Graham Center in
Vergennes that really need items
for children (39 socks, various
sizes; 12 gloves/mittens; 9 hats).
Thank you to all the Granges and
Grangers that donated them. Both
places said how nice it was that
we thought to collect items for
them!

Have a Merry Christmas! | have
about 4 inches of snow here in
Bridport as | write this. | am
headed to Florida soon to escape
the snow but will see you all via
Zoom meetings! Stay safe and
stay warm.

Deborah Ploof, Director

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

It has been a quiet fall health
wise. Hope everyone is staying
healthy. I've sent new information
on using Al to assist in
discovering cancer in polyps
removed during a colonoscopy.
Don’t know yet where it is being
used.

How about a new small pump for
delivering insulin to Type 2
diabetics! Sounds great. Watch for
news about these.

| want to wish everyone a safe
and healthy Thanksgiving. Hope
all who are flying or driving arrive
safely.

Alice Daley, Health Chair
INFORMATION

Information for all from Lois.
Please try to get in items for the
monthly calendar. It helps other
Grange members see what is
going on around the state and that
we are not all in hibernation. The
deadline for each month’s
submission is the 27th of the
month (except February which is
the 25th) | have noticed a few
newer ones coming in for the
month of December, and | sure
hope it continues.

At the state session, | handed out
a few token prizes for the Fastest
to get items in (Sallie Mae), The
most items for the year (Tim
Swartz) and the most consecutive
(Martha Kirchner). Thank you all
for submitting these items. To
those three... | hope your gardens
grow well. (and just for the heck of
it... let me know what you made
with them *<(8%) )

Lois Allen, Director

POMONA AND COMMUNITY
HAPPENINGS

Hello everyone, Kingdom Pomona
here to give you heads up on
what is going on up here in
northern Vermont. Bill Nelson was
elected, Overseer Larry
Thompson, LAS Lydia Knight,
Chaplin Debby Perry, Mark
Chaffee is Gatekeeper, the rest of
the Officers stayed the same. Stay
safe in this Holiday season.

Debby Perry, reporting

Blue Spruce Grange #574 have
been very busy for the last 2
months with several Community
Service Projects. Activities Blue
Spruce has participated in.

e We have sent Christmas
Cards to the Residents of the
Vermont Veterans Home in
Bennington. This is a yearly
project that was started many
years ago. Members met at
Ann Yandow's home to sign
the cards. The cards will be
delivered to the Veterans
home and will be distributed
by the staff.

e On the same day, several of
our crafters set up 2 tables at
the First Congregational
Church of Essex Junction.
Items on the craft tables
included:

Walker Bags, Clothing Protectors,
knitted hats and mittens,
Christmas Ornaments, Gift Tags,
Jar Openers etc. This was the
first year we participated in a Craft
Fair. It was a fund raiser for our
community service project
supplies, and we raised $251.00
at this Craft Fair

e We also participated in
"Operation Adopt A Soldier



Donation Drive". This
program collects personal
items to send to Military
personnel. For example -
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes
Chips, Candy, First Aid Items,
Crossword Books, etc.
Thanks go to Ruth
Hovey-Sicely for alerting us
about this program.

e At our November 22, 2024
meeting, members brought in
68 Toys for Christmas. These
toys will be distributed by the
First Congregational Church of
Essex Junction to families with
children who might not have a
Christmas otherwise.

e Members also participated in
the Junior's project. Displays
were created using natural
items. i.e.: Acorns, pinecones,
wood, etc. We have some
very creative thinkers in our
Grange.

e |ast, but not lest, Brenda
Rousselle (our quilter
extraordinaire) created the
quilt that was raffled off at the
Big-E this year. Each year one
of the New England States or
New York creates and donates
the quilt for this raffle. The
proceeds from this raffle, (over
$6000.00 this year) was
presented to a representative
of Josh's House during our
Vermont State Grange Annual
Session in October. The state
that donates the quilt gets to
select who will receive the
proceeds from the raffle.

At this time, | want to wish all my
Brothers and Sisters throughout
the state Granges, a happy and

safe holiday season.

Janice M Rousselle

Master of Blue Spruce Grange

Community Service at Blue
Spruce #574

Blue Spruce has been incredibly
active with our Community
Service. As Community Service
Chair for Blue Spruce, even | was
surprised to see how much we
have been doing. In November,
five of our members/families
participated in Operation
Adopt-A-Soldier, we provided 25
rice bags and 25 comfort pillows
to Porter Medical Center, we
signed Christmas cards for
Veterans at the VT Veterans
Home, the VFW, the American
Legion, and the Josh Pallotta
House, we stocked a Holiday
Bazaar with handmade items to
raise funds to support our
community service projects, we've
held multiple craft days sewing
and stuffing lap quilts, comfort
pillows, and muslin dolls,
members have donated to their
local food shelf, and we have
collected 68 toys in a toy drive
that will be distributed to local
families in need by our partners at
the First Congregational Church. |
know that the members of Blue
Spruce will have a blessed
holiday season for, as St. Francis
of Assisi noted, "it is in giving that
we receive."

Nikki Yandow, Community
Service, Blue Spruce Grange
#574

Bridport Grange #303 — We have
partnered with the Shoreham
Congregational Church to host
fundraising dinners to raise
money for each building. There
have been 2 dinners so far this
year. The second of the 2 dinners
had over 30 people attending. Our
next joint dinner will be held on
Valentine’s Day (2/1/25) at the
Shoreham Congregational
Church.

We have recently started a new
community service project.
Hosting an Apparel Impact bin.
Apparel Impact provides each
community they serve with the
opportunity to recycle their
clothing, shoes, accessories and
other textiles, which helps reduce
textile waste, creates local jobs,
provides less fortunate families
affordable clothing and supports
U.S. Veteran causes in the
Northeastern United States. To
date we have gathered more than
200 items.

Capital City Grange - We've got a
busy December coming up, with
lots of community events:

e Dec. 1 (3 days after
Thanksgiving!), from 2:30 to
4:30, we'll have a Holiday
Sing-Along, led by our
excellent Grange Musician,
Matt Nunnelly on the piano;
he's an excellent song-leader
as well as accompanist. We'll
have some kids’ activities
going on as well. And we'll
project the lyrics to the songs,
so we'll all be singing the
same words!

e Dec. 7: We'll have a brief,
informal Grange meeting from
4:30 to 5:00, followed by a
Community Program from 5 to
6:00, featuring Allison Levin,



founder and executive director
of Community Harvest of
Central VT. Allison started
CHCV in 2014 to organize
volunteers to glean produce
that can't be sold through
regular markets. Last year,
she and her volunteers
gleaned 77,846 pounds from
local farmers and food
producers, which went to over
12,000 individuals in
Washington County. The food
they save goes to food
shelves, community kitchens,
senior meal programs and
more. Join us to hear Allison
talk about getting this
operation going, and how it
works. There's more info on
their website:
https://www.communityharvest
vt.org/. And we'll have a
Community Potluck afterward!

Dec. 8: It's time for Dance,
Sing & Jump Around, from
3:00 to 4:30 PM, our monthly
(Nov-April) family event—a
great chance to get some
physical and social activity for
kids and the rest of the family.
Dances are all taught
step-by-step by Liz Benjamin
and Stan Carlson; there will be
live music by Fran and John
Mallery. There are also songs
and jumping! And a “coloring
corral” for kids that want a
break, plus a snack to keep up
the energy. Free for kids! $5
donation for adults, if you have
it, but we never turn anyone
away.

Dec. 13: 9:30 to 11:30 AM:
Every month, we sponsor Kids
Trade & Play, the clothing
exchange for people keeping
up with their growing kids'
clothing needs. There are

games, toys, boots and shoes,
plus some coats. Bring
donations of outgrown, but still
good quality items in, and take
away as much as you can
use. We ask $5 per family, but
no one is ever turned away.

e Dec. 19: Noon to 1:00 PM:
American Heart Association
will teach Hands-Only CPR
and AED Training, for saving
lives using the
chest-compression CPR and
the AED purchased for the
Grange by the Montpelier
Contra Dance Committee. No
registration required, and no
admission—donations will be
accepted by the AHA.

Our Hall will also be used for
family and organizations' holiday
meals and celebrations, from
Thanksgiving through the end of
the year, plus the usual lively
roster of rehearsals, dances,
meetings, church services and
more. Check out our website
Calendar at
www.capitalcitygrange.org/events.

Tim Swartz, reporting

Bridgewater Grange - The only
thing we have for December is a
holiday potluck on Saturday
December 7th starting at 6:00.
Please bring your favorite dish to
share. All are welcome. Everyone
is enjoying the walker bags we
made. | always carry a couple
with me.

Laura Robinson, Reporting

Evening Star Grange #154 served
their annual Thanksgiving Senior
Lunch on Wednesday, Nov. 20th
to a record crowd, reaching
approximately 400 meals. We

tried our best to keep a correct
count, but things got a bit hectic,
and no one knows exactly how
many we served until the
Treasurer gives us an accurate
accounting of the funds brought
in. We know we had about 287
take-outs and the balance ate
inside, numbering approximately
75 at last count. We cooked 150
pounds of potatoes, 17 birds,
each weighing between 12-18
pounds, had over 100 pounds of
squash, several cases of green
beans and many pans of pumpkin
upside-down pie. Everyone
seemed to enjoy it, and we are
quite certain that no one went
home hungry.

On December 11th we will do our
annual Christmas Senior Lunch,
with roast loin of pork, mashed
potatoes, Harvard Beets, cabbage
casserole and Lemon Breeze for
dessert. The vegetarian option
will be Spinach/Tortellini Bake.
Reservations are strongly
encouraged at 802-254-1138 and
leave your name, number of
meals and whether dining in or
out. We'd love to see you soon!
Vermont Theatre Company
presented four one-act plays at
our hall on 11/21-11/24, the first
production since they began to
reorganize last year. We hope to
see them again once or twice
during our spring and summer
next year. We thank all our
non-Grange friends who volunteer
each meal and do a lot of the
grunt work. Without them, our
Grange would be unable to
function. Happy Holidays to all.
Sallie J. May, Secretary

Middle Branch continues to hold
regular meetings at the octagon in
East Bethel. We are busy


http://www.capitalcitygrange.org/events

fundraising, our BBQ in October
was a success, we served
approximately 200 meals. Master
Jillian Dean and Lecturer Judy
Powell attended State Session,
Judy was elected as Gatekeeper.
In November, we collected 40
pounds of non- perishable food
items which were taken to the
Bethel and Randolph food
shelves. The Junior Grangers had
several entries in the pumpkin
contest. They did their annual
Thanksgiving Basket raffle and
are working on a Christmas
program. At our Officers’ meeting
we agreed to do the degrees with
Riverside Grange in January and
February. On November 24 we
held a special meeting to vote on
the fate of our hall. After months
of legwork, the Building
Committee presented their
findings. Unfortunately, repairing
our hall would likely cost more
than $1 million. The vote was
unanimous, we will demolish the
hall and work to rebuild a new
one. At our December 6 meeting
we will be doing membership
awards. We will hold our
Christmas meeting on December
15 at 1:00 pm. Judy Powell,
Lecturer

CHRISTMAS GREETING:

Dear Brothers and Sisters: This
week at the National Grange
Convention, the hard truth
struck: that being vintage is not an
easy trip. It suddenly dawned on
me that 24 years ago | was your
Delegate as State Master, and
many of the same people
attending this year as delegates,
were there in the same role 24
years later. Then it hit me, I'm the
senior surviving Past Master of
the Vermont State Grange. | was
No. 21 and Kendal is No 27.

Brother Kendal was one of my
best friend's nephews and he
lived just two houses from where |
grew up. As we think ahead to
Christmas and the New Year, let's
reflect on the journey we have
been on, and let us remember
what being a Granger meant to
us. We need to reintroduce that
spirit of fellowship, get back to
neighbor nights and shared
programs, visiting officer's nights
and social events that bring in the
community and let the public
know that we are still alive. The
Youth and Young Adults in our
communities are looking for
leadership and guidance. Our
lessons still have value. Are we
willing to open our doors and
invite new members to join us?
Yes, we are getting older, but we
can still be mentors. May this New
Year rekindle that Spirit of
Fraternity that our Order can
provide. May the Master of us all
hold you in strong hands as our
vintage ages.

Fraternally, Lester Gibbs
VTSGM21

SEASONS GREETINGS

from Evening Star Grange #154
Dummerston, Vermont

Merry Christmas to all my Grange
Brothers & Sisters. Lois Wakefield

YOUR GRANGE HISTORY

One again, Subordinate/Pomona
Secretaries are being asked to dig
out the long stored away books
with the minutes from the early
years of their Grange. Can you
find the records of the first
meetings? If so, get a (readable!)
copy of them to us and we will
begin inserting them into the
upcoming issues of the Green
Mountain Granger.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We want to add a new section to
the GMG. When your Grange
brings in new members, send us
their name and Grange. We will
list them in the Granger. No
addresses, just name and Grange
name. Let’s toot our horns when
this happens!

IN MEMORY

If your Grange sadly has a
member die, be sure to notify the
State Chaplain, Jenny Nelson.
Also send the information to us.
We will include their name,
Grange name, and if you have it,
the number of years they were a
Granger in the next issue of the
Granger.

GET YOUR ARTICLES AND
PICTURES IN THE GMG!

Send articles and pictures to

o Brenda Rousselle at
brousselle@myfairpoint.net or

o Deborah Ploof at
Deborah.ploof@outlook.com

so we can have your news and
activities in the GMG!



