AUGUST 2025

MASTER’S MESSAGE

A good August to you, fellow
Grangers! Actually, here it is, July
20th when this missive is due, 3:27
p.m., and Mr. Procrastination is just
starting to write! | might try to blame
it on late notice, but just to my left is
a paper with all the due dates.
Starting on a somber note, by this
time we will have held two Grange
services for: Phyllis Skinner, and
Doris Roberts, two great Grange
ladies. We will sorely miss them.
Looking at my calendar | can say a
lot of time and energy have been
spent at the Grange Center getting it
up and running and attempting to
make some sense of the
accumulation of Grange items stored
in the Winter Building. Through the
herculean efforts of Eunice Crowell,
Mary Roberts, Lois Wakefield, Mark
Belisle, and Dan Mutchler, the Butler
building is operational. Special
Deputy Brenda Rousselle pulled
together a small army of Blue
Spruce Grangers as well as Errol
Briggs and Lester Gibbs in
organizing the third floor (attic) of the
Winter Building and has been in the
process of clearing out the kitchen
room of that building.

The Family Camp weekend
appeared to be a great success.
Congratulations to Gordon Gibbs II
and Nikki Yandow. Family Activities
contest entries were collected, and
crafts will be or are in the process of
being judged. The fruit cobbler
winners were 3rd Marion Cubit, 2nd
Brenda Rousselle, and 1st Michelle
Farmer. Deborah Ploof entered the
only Tablescape, and it looked great.
I hope more will enter that category
next year. Speaking of next year, be
sure to go to the Vermont State
Grange Website to find the brochure
for the 2026 Northeast Needlework

Contest. All chili cookers, next year’s
cooking contest is chili! There are
two categories, meat and meatless.
By this time our Grange Directors
will have been reminded to send in
their budget requests for the new
year, and that they are the
presenters at the 2026 Northeast
Leaders Conference. Exciting times!
| hope your August is a safe and
productive month!

Fraternally,

Kendal Holden Master VSG

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE

At both our Churches and our
Grange Halls, we have seen the
challenges of keeping the doors
open and the memberships growing.
Some of us have been at it a long
time and our age tends to slow us
down. Yet, we made a commitment,
and we are sticking to it! We are
hopeful and look ahead to the years
to come. There's a verse in
Philippians 3 when Paul said, "But
one thing | do: Forgetting what is
behind and straining toward what is
ahead, | press toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called
me heavenward in Christ Jesus." It
is suggested we don't get stuck,
looking to the past, but look ahead
with a new view at what God wants
us to be- how we can serve, share,
and love one another.

A minister gave a sermon
suggesting that as a new pastor, the
congregation might stop looking in
the rear-view mirror and try new
things. See new opportunities and
pray, study God's word, canvass a
five-mile circumference around the
Church, and listen to their neighbors.
As they asked, "what can we do to
make our worship more relevant and
meet your needs?", parishioners
found that people responded. By

changing the worship service- new
time and /or place with a different
style, and more relevancy for the
needs of the day, many could be
lifted out of their struggles and
consider the plight of others. Be the
person "after God's own heart". And
always "look up".

Let's be hope-filled and
forward-thinking. Our Granges play
an integral part in our communities.
Remember the theme chosen by our
National Master for 2025-2026

is Make IT Happen! | would add

- Matthew 19:23-26: all things are
possible through God who gives
us hope. We need to stop looking in
the rear-view mirror and look forward
to building our future with God's
help.

Jennifer Nelson, VSG Chaplain

LECTURER

A new program book is now
available. See your Lecturer if you
haven’t heard anything. New contest
is to paint a barn quilt. It should be
colorful and can’t be bigger than
18x18”. Or smaller than 12x12”. Tell
me where you will hang it. Wall,
fence or maybe on a shed? Again,
work on your report at each meeting
so you aren’t scrambling on June 30.
Alice Daley, Lecturer VSG

NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee met via
ZOOM on July 20, 2025. Information
was shared on the work being done
at the Grange Center. The water
system tested good, the Fire
Marshal was on the grounds going
through the buildings, the Grange
Center is once again covered with
fire insurance, the water heater in
the kitchen has been moved and the
heater in the Nurses Cabin is in
good order, the hood and fire
suppression systems are installed
and working, the stoves have been
and are being worked on. One
stove/oven is up and running, the
second stove needs parts. The
walk-in cooler was not working
properly. It is being checked out. The
Center requested and was granted
an additional $5,000.00 loan to



cover the expenses on work done in
the kitchen.

It was reported that Junior Camp
went well. The campers left on
Saturday, which was a good thing
because Saturday night a bear
broke into the shed, tore out part of
the wall and scattered trash over the
area.

Family Camp was held. Good times
had by all. Inside and outside
activities were good, the schedule
was good and the food was good.
Information was provided on the
clean-up being done in the attic of
the Winter Building.

Worthy Master, Kendal reported that
Gassetts Grange has closed and
work is being done to sell the hall.
WM Kendal noted that Departmental
budgets are due for review in
August. The Program Book has
been printed and Nancy reported
that copies have been distributed.
The 2024-2025 Program Book
reports are to be gone over by the
Directors during the weekend of
August, 8, 9 and 10" at the Grange
Center.

Dates and a meeting place for the
NE Leaders Conference have been
confirmed. More information at a
later date.

Next meeting: August 18, via ZOOM
Submitted by: Brenda Rousselle,
Secretary

WINTER BUILDING ATTIC
CLEAN-UP

Submitted by: Brenda Rousselle

As mentioned in WM Kendal’s
article, work was done in trying to
clear/clean out the attic in the Winter
Building. My most sincere thanks to
everyone that came in June to help
begin the project. It could not have
been done without the assistance of
those Blue Spruce Grangers,
Brother Errol, Brother Lester, Sister

Kendal, Debbie Ploof, Nancy, Errol
and | spent Wednesday, July 23,
going through more boxes, sorting
sashes, station cloths and cloths
(rugs). We were able to pull together
the required number of sashes
needed for a Subordinate meeting
out of the very large pile of sashes
that were pulled out of boxes put in

the attic when Granges closed. We
found enough to fill 6 plastic tubs. A
very large pile of sashes had to be
disposed of because of mouse
damage or being in very poor
condition. Plastic bins have been fille
with records from Granges that have
closed down. The bins are heavy
plastic with tight fitting covers. These
should keep the country mice out of
them. Many, many copies of both
National and State Journals of
Proceedings were found. At least
two complete sets have been pulled
together for historical storage. The
rest are being disposed of - how
many copies of the 1987 National
Journal of Proceedings do you really
need?!!!!! Lots and lots of other
items were gone through and
processed. A great deal of work still
needs to be done in the attic, but as
of today, it was way toooo000 hot
and humid.

Errol and | spent half of Thursday,
July 24, back at the Center, clearing
out the kitchen area in the Winter
Building. It was used as a staging
area to sort through Journals,
manuals, etc. | am happy to report
that thanks to Errol’s might efforts,
the kitchen area is clear of items that
need to be gone through. THANK
YOU, Errol. (P.S. Thanks again for
lunch on both days.)

If your Grange needs regalia or
supplies, we’'ve got some !l A very
partial list of items that are available
follows. We will probably find more
stuff that can be shared when we
can get back into the attic.

Brown Song Books

Ballot Boxes Balls and Cubes
Gavels

Sashes

Staves/Holders

Sickles Baskets

e Candle Holders

Next step: Getting a dumpster out to
the Grange Center to take away
what has already been gone
through. There are many, many
bags that need to be taken away.
There will probably be more once we
can get back into the attic.
Submitted by: Brenda Rousselle

AGRICULTURE

| hope you all have survived the
hot/humid weather we have had so
far this summer. My hay fields
(which | rent out) have not been cut
yet and by the color, it looks like | am
growing wheat. | volunteered at
Breakfast on the farm on July 12th.
It was held at the Sprague Ranch in
Brookfield, just 2 miles from camp.
About 1,300 attended this event and
| was in the Biohazard tent (where
guests put on their protective
boots). That day, a set of twins were
born on the farm along with 3 other
calves. This is a great event to
attend if you don't know a lot about
modern farming.

Don't forget about all the Fairs
and Field Days that are happening
around the State. They were listed
in Lois Allen's monthly
calendar. Most have exhibit areas
where you can enter livestock,
garden produce, canning, arts and
crafts and more.

If you have extra vegetables from
your garden, please give them to
family, friends, or a food shelf.

Week old Calves are selling $1.000
to $1.300 and cows are $1,300 to

2 iece. 1h th ri
hold for a while. This info comes
from a hauler and breeding tech that
| know

A few Dairy facts (2024):

e Vermont produces two-thirds of
milk in New England

e Vermont dairy farms by herd size
0 9% (large) 700+ head
0 18% (medium) <700 Head
o 73% (small) <200 head

e Only 9.5% of all farms in
Vermont are Dairy farms but
52% of all farmlands is devoted
to dairy and crops for dairy feed.

e Milk production is also gradually
increasing in the Northeast, and
in a few other states.

e 480 Dairy farms in VT

e Dairy farms have an average of
254 head of cattle

e There are 113,000 dairy cows in
VT, over 7,300 dairy goats in VT
(2022), and <500 dairy sheep in
VT.

e 58% of all farm sales in VT were
dairy related



e In 2023 VT received 142 Cheese
awards

e 2.15 billion pounds of milk was
produced in Vermont in 2024.

ENVIRONMENT

Could Ladybugs save the world?
They are actually classified as
beetles (their tiny but mighty) and
serve as a Natural pest control agent
for our plants & crops. They have an
appetite for harmful insects,
especially aphids, a single Lady bug
can consume up to 50 aphids in a
day, making them valuable allies for
farmers and gardeners. They also
serve as essential biodiversity
indicators. Their presence in an
ecosystem is a sign of a healthy and
diverse environment. They also
serve as a vital food source for other
insects, birds and small mammals.
Scientists estimate ladybugs have
the potential to save hundreds of
crops each year from common
pests, making them essential for
sustainable and

productive agriculture. Unfortunately,
the ladybug population is facing a
troubling decline due to climate
change (rising temperatures & heat
waves), pollution, and natural habitat
loss (like wetlands and heathlands),
where their food sources are.

Linda Sanderson, VSG AG Director

COMMUNITY SERVICE

| am very pleased that | received 10
community service reports so we will
be receiving monies from National
Grange for prizes along with
certificates. The judging will only
take place in Vermont not at the
National Session and | will return all
reports at State Session. Thank you
all for providing your program books
and Community Service reports at
Family Camp. Please use these
when you have an open house at
your Grange to show what you have
been doing. Show off your work and
be proud of what you do!

New year, new program book. Three
copies were mailed to your
Master/President for distribution. You
can also print or view at
http://www.vtstategrange.org/progra
m-and-policy-books.html, Itis in a

PDF so everyone should be able to
use it. Go over the various programs
and plan your calendar of activities.
Take lots of pictures for your reports!
Deborah Ploof, VSG Community
Service Director

FALL FESTIVAL

Save the Date! September 8th, 9th,
and 10th is Fall Festival! For those
who are pre-registering the items
they wish to submit the deadline is
August 26th; pre-registering is not
required, however it is very helpful
for smooth process. Just a
suggestion if you do not know yet
what you are bringing write it all
down, it is far easier to remove an
item from the registration form than
adding them all on that day.
Remember the Fall Festival pages of
the Program Book have been
rewritten. New handcraft items have
been added, and some categories
have been deleted.

All entries will be accepted
starting at 5:00pm on 9/5 and no
later than 9:30am on 9/6. A
complete entry form must
accompany all items. Please
remember to indicate on the form if
the item is or isn’t to be donated to
the auction.

The games and activities will start at
8:30 both in the Dining Hall and
outside. The Games/Activities will
be:

e Pumkin/gourd carving/painting
contest

Cornhole contest

Horseshoe tournament

Selfie Picture Booth

Pumpkin Ring Toss

Cornhusk doll making

Rolling pin throwing

Frying pan throwing

Checkers Contest

Cribbage Contest

Hola Hoop Contest

Other board games will be available
in the dining hall for anyone to play.
Come and enjoy the day. Food and
overnight lodging are available, see
the Grange Center article for more
information.

Beth Morse, Fall Festival Director

FAMILY ACTIVITIES

Family Activities contest entries
were collected, and crafts will be or
are in the process of being judged.
The fruit cobbler winners were: First
Michelle Farmer; Second Brenda
Rousselle and Third Marion Cubit.
Deborah Ploof entered the only
Tablescape, and it looked great. |
hope more will enter that category
next year. Speaking of next year, be
sure to go to the Vermont State
Grange Website to find the brochure
for the Northeast Needlework
Contest. All chili cookers, next year’s
cooking contest is chili! There are
two categories, meat and meatless.
Please see winning recipes for the
cobblers elsewhere in this issue.

GRANGE CENTER

| believe most everything is done at
the Grange Center. Left to do is one
stove IF we can get parts. The
Walkin cooler went down during
Junior Camp. There are little things
Siate Fire Marshall and Health
Inspector want done. The Winter
Building is the biggest project left. A
lot has been upgraded as it would
not pass inspection. Come to Fall
Festival and see all the changes in
the kitchen.

We have 3 more food breaks at
Sharon. There is a 50/50 raffle,
basket, and 2 items for raffle. All
items will be raffled at State Session
in October.

If you have items at the Center
please pick them up as the Center is
not a storage center. This late in the
season DO NOT bring mixes or food
to the Center in less requested by
me. Eunice Crowell, Chair of Center
Board.

HEALTH NEWS

It is a cooler morning as | write this. |
went to Family Camp last week and
had a great time. Your new
programs are out. Check with your
president or lecturer for new

info. Maybe start working on your
score sheets so you aren’t scurrying
around on June 30 next year.

Alice Daley, VSG Health Chair


http://www.vtstategrange.org/program-and-policy-books.html
http://www.vtstategrange.org/program-and-policy-books.html

INFORMATION DEPARTMENT
Good day, Grangers from all corners
of Vermont. (and surrounding
states). | am thinking it might be time
for a refresher course in sending
information for the Monthly
Calendar. | am thinking as | work
with people each month, that many
of the ones that were sending in
items have now retired to
non-computer land and other
Grangers have taken over that job.
This is not meant in any way as a
criticism, just hoping it will help you.
The items | am looking for are things
that your Grange is going to do in
the future. The past has gone and
unfortunately, we cannot bring it
back as much as we would like to
sometimes. If your Grange is going
to have a bake sale, a craft night, a
Christmas Bazaar, a meeting, a
meal for the less fortunate, or
whatever, that needs to go into the
Monthly Calendar so other Grangers
can see what you are doing, and
maybe attend as well. The Monthly
Calendar is looking for things
happening in the future and is not
the same thing as the Green
Mountain Granger which looks at the
future and the past.

When | started this monthly event at
the request of Past State Master
Clyde Berry, | was taking your
information, writing up something
about it and then putting it out each
month. This deal didn’t last too long,
because | kept making mistakes with
the information and it confused the
entire state.

So. | started asking folks to please
write to me EXACTLY what they
wanted printed so that | could use a
computer function called ‘cut and
paste’. What you write is what is
printed in the Monthly Calendar. If
there is something misspelled, it
goes into the calendar that way. | do
not change anything. For years this
has worked well. However, lately it
seems not to be working. Therefore,
this article.

Be sure to start with the date, then
the information you want to talk
about and... don’t forget to put your
Grange name (and if needed
location) in there as well. That part is

very important, so people know who
and where you are.
Lois Allen, VSG Information Director

JUNIOR

Another year of Junior and Youth
Grange Camp is in the books! This
year, we welcomed 25 campers, 16
of them in the Junior age group. I'm
excited to share that six campers
submitted membership applications,
and three were already proud
Grange members! If you attend the
Fall Festival, be sure to stop by the
chapel at the Grange Center to
check out the newest additions to
our growing rock garden! One
highlight of the week was our trip to
the Vermont State House and
History Museum. See group photo
from our visit to the State House! As
always, a huge thank you to all of
the volunteers that make this week
possible. Your work for the
community is appreciated, and |
thank you!

I would also like to note that I've
officially stepped into the role of
State Junior Director. There have
been a few updates to the Junior
section of the program book, so
please be sure to take a look! If
you'd like to see more photos from
camp, check out our Facebook page
at "Vermont Junior and Youth
Grange Camp"! Melody Falker, VSG
Junior Director

YOUTH

| have just returned from Junior &
Youth Grange Camp and I'm pretty
tired! We had a wonderful week with
9 youth age and 16 junior age
campers. An increase in youth age

campers! | had the privilege again of
teaching the kids to sign-a-song.
This year it was Country Roads by
John Denver. They did a wonderful
job performing it in front of their
parents! | also helped out in the
kitchen cooking all the meals, and
with some culinary-related activities
such as making their own butter. It
went a lot better than | expected!
Coming up on September 7th will
be our State Grange Youth
Conference. 1pm-7pm at the
Grange Center. All are welcome
and there is no cost to attend, but
please RSVP so | know how much
food to bring for dinner.
jjiem1999@yahoo.com or call/text
802-417-7020. - Jessica Falker,
VSG Youth Director

SUBORDINATE HAPPENINGS

Blue Spruce Grange - You are
cordially invited to the 1000th
meeting of the Blue Spruce
Grange #574 on Friday, August
8™ at 6:30 pm. It will be an Open
Grange meeting with light
refreshments to follow. The
program will highlight almost 50
years that our Grange has been
serving the greater Essex Junction
Community.

The same night we will be gathering
school supplies for the Stuff the Bus
campaign. You are welcomed to
bring some school supplies to
donate to the Bus! We want to have
over a thousand items!

We meet at First Congregational
Church, 39 Main Street, Essex
Junction, VT 05452

If you have any questions, give me a
call or text at 802-989-3237.
Deborah Ploof. Lecturer

Blue Spruce Gange #574 -
Brothers and Sisters - As you know
Spring and Summer arrived -
Temperature and humidity have
been high and we have not had a
rain free weekend for 32 weeks.
Hope for the best for the rest of the
summer. Sorry that | missed June
Edition and | hope to catch up now.
Blue Spruce Grange has been very
busy.

April - We have been collecting and



continue to collect prescription
bottles that will be converted into
first aid and sewing kits, bottle tops
that will be converted into finger pin
cushions, and sheets o be made into
dresses. All of these projects are
being produced by our sister
members in North Carolina and
Florida.

We delivered 24 Rice Bags and 50
comfort pillows to Porter Hospital in
Middlebury.

We held our Baking Contest, and the
winners were - First Place was
Brenda Rousselle, Second Place
was Chris Yandow, and Third Place
was Janice Rousselle.

May - We had to move the first May
meeting to 05/16/2025 - 9 of our
members were taking a River Boat
Cruise the first full week in May. We
have selected the two recipients for
the Quilts of Valor that were
designed at last year's Champlain
Valley Expo. These quilts will be
presented to the recipients later this
summer. On our second meeting in
May we put together a parade float
for the Essex Junction Memorial Day
Parade.

June - Blue Spruce has put together
55 bags for the Lions Project for the
homeless. We are continuing to stuff
Comfort Pillows and Muslin Dolls.
Porter Hospital received 50 pillows,
and the Medical Center will receive
50 pillows and 25 muslin dolls.

We held a Yard Sale at Brenda's
home on June 21 - Everyone
brought stuff - out of our houses and
into someone else's house.

We had a Membership Recognition
Night for the following:

Ann Pigeon - 55 Years

Sandra Thibault - 55 Years

Mary Jo Gillian - 55 Years

Micaela Mendicino - 5 Years

Alice Daley was presented with a
Past Master Pin

Junior project was judged - Wreaths
were made depicting things in the
ocean.

| think this report covers a very busy
few months for Blue Spruce Gange.
Janice M Rousselle, Master of Blue
Spruce Gange #574

Bridgewater Grange #284 - We
finished up June with a Father's Day

Potluck Dinner on the 21st, Our
desserts were the Berry Cobbler,
featuring 3 berries, Blue Berry,
Raspberry and Blackberry. We had
music by Jerry Blakley. The desserts
were judged for best one.

We ended June with a big splash
with our Father's Day potluck on
Saturday night June 21st. We had a
nice crowd, and a delightful surprise
was new curtains for our downstairs
and Air Conditioning plus fans.
Everyone was comfortable

In July we will have a Potluck dinner
and Karaoke beginning at 6:00 P.M.

On August 10th we will have our ice
cream social and raffle. We will have
refreshments. This is a free event.

In September we will be having our
CRAFT, YARD AND BAKE SALE. on
the 27 and 28, Sat. and Sun.

Our Grange meets on the 2nd and
4th Thursday at 7:00 P.M.

For more information, you can call
Master Alice Paglia at 802-672-3790
or 802-672-6223.

Submitted by Laura Robinson,
Secretary

Bridport Grange is excited to report
on the success of our environmental
project with Apparel Impact. Last
quarter we collected 7,383 pounds
of textiles. Nearly 10% of all trash in
local landfills is textiles. The textiles
collected in our bins are either
reused through community outreach
programs through Apparel Impact to
either schools in underserved
communities, veterans organizations
or non-profit thrift stores; upcycled,
when items are to worn out for use
they are sent to clothing recyclers to
create new items; or downcycling,
this occurs when an item is to
damaged to use they are
downcycled into industrial wiping
rags, insulation, emergency
blankets, carpet, and pet bed
stuffing. Almost all textiles can be
reused or recycled, making it a
sustainable solution for the
environment. Submitted by Beth
Morse, Master

Capital City Grange
As we head into August, seeing the
end of summer grow closer, we have

a big event coming up: On Aug. 2,
we'll have our annual free outdoor
barbecue/potluck/picnic, with tables
and chairs set up on the north end of
our Hall, by the ADA ramp. The
Montpelier Senior Jazz Ensemble
will perform jazz standards from the
porch as we finish setting up. The
Grange will provide burgers (beef
and vegan), hot dogs, buns for all
and condiments. For dessert, this
year contra-dance super volunteer
Steve Boylan will bring 2 hand-crank
ice cream freezers, and everyone
will help to produce Vanilla and
Blueberry ice cream for dessert! We
ask everyone to bring something to
share - salads, veggie side-dishes,
chips 'n' dip, or whatever you want to
share. Just Food Hub will be selling
their fair-trade coffees, chocolates,
nuts, etc.--with 25% of the sales
revenue being donated to the
Grange! We'll also have a
demonstration by the West African
Dance Class during the dinner. The
African dancers and the Jazz
Ensemble rehearse at our Hall—at
different times!

We'll also celebrate paying off the
2008 mortgage loan from the State
Grange, which made it possible for
us to add the ADA entrance and
main floor ADA bathroom that year.
We really appreciate the low-interest
loans the VSG has given us, which
have really helped us to improve our
Hall and make it accessible and
comfortable for all! We'll also be
announcing the beginning of the
annual “Challenge Fundraiser”,
sponsored by the Montpelier Contra
Dance: about 10 people have
pledged to donate $2,000, if the
Grange and dance communities can
match that total! This year's
campaign is to support our project to
provide fresh air ventilation to the
entire Hall. The fundraiser will reach
its big finale at the contra dance on
Sept. 6!

Speaking of the ventilation project,
sometime in August we expect to
hear about our grant request
submitted in May, which will pay
50% of the cost of installing an
Energy Recovery Ventilator in the
attic to provide filtered fresh air to
the Main Hall, and a very quiet



indoor air filtration system to capture
particles, which will be hung from the
ceiling. Wish us luck!

In September, when we can get
more active members to come to
meetings, we'll be starting
preparations for hosting the VSG
Annual Session, October 24 & 25.
We will be looking for cooking help
from other Granges—it was too
much work for our small corps of
volunteer chefs last year. We have a
great list of contacts for locally
sourced food products, which
produced some very tasty meals at
the 2024 session.

Submitted by Timothy Swartz,
President

Charlotte Grange July was a busy
month at the Charlotte Grange. We
held another successful season of
Grange on the Green concerts on
our Town Green, including a visit
and poetry reading from VT State
Poet Laureate Bianca Stone. In the
fall we will continue with monthly
community programming including
Poetry at the Grange, Coffee and
Muffins Gatherings, and Charlotte
Walks. Fall also brings our children's
clothing drive. Detailed event
information is at our website
https://www.charlottegrange.org/eve
nts

Marble Valley Grange has had a
busy summer, starting with our booth
at Relay for Life where we raised
money for the American Cancer
Society. Five of our members
attended Family Camp and 4 of us
coincidentally wore the same
Grange shirt! Our members also
submitted over 50 Lecturer and
Family Activity contest entries! Then
6 of our members volunteered at
Junior & Youth Grange Camp. Our
Grange also donated fruit and eggs
for camp. We are now preparing to
volunteer at the Vermont State Fair
coming up August 12-16. Hope to
see some of you there at the Grange
Building! - Jessica Falker reporting

Middle Branch continues to work
toward rebuilding our hall. We are
currently working with Bethel Mills to
come up with a blueprint. At the very
least, we expect to pour concrete
this fall and hopefully begin
construction before the snow flies.
Sadly, in June, we draped our
charter for Elizabeth Loura and
Martha Lawrence. Both were Golden
Sheaf members. Our Strawberry
Supper on June 28 was a sellout.
We entered a float in the Randolph
4th of July parade and won 1st prize.
At our July 18th meeting, new
member, Michelle Messier, received
the 4th Degree Obligation and we

voted on another application. Our
annual Grange Picnic is scheduled
for August 17 at the home of Matt
Angell and Beth Sturgis. Several
Grange members are planning to
participate in Gifford Hospital's Last
Mile Ride. The Junior Granger's are
taking the summer off but will start
meeting again in the fall. Judy
Powell, Lecturer

Riverside Grange #455 hosted free,
live music at their potluck meetings
on June 20th and July 18th. We
enjoyed each other's company on
new picnic tables under a new
pavilion; both made as Eagle Scout
projects for our Grange. We will host
the town's annual picnic in August
with more live music. We supplied
worms for a local "Let's Go Fishing"
day on June 28th. Several members
participated in a July 4th float.
Community lunches continue on the
4th Thursday of the month at noon
at the hall. Our annual pound
auction and potluck will be on
September 26th at 6:30. Come join
in the fun! Submitted by Emily Hart
Tunbridge Grange 384 will be doing
Bingo at South Royalton at their Old
Home Day August 1 and August 2,
2025 in the afternoon and evening.
Submitted by Mary Roberts

First Place winner is Michelle Farmer with Mixed Berry Cobbler

Ingredient

1 stick butter
1 cup flour
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon of baking powder
1 cup milk
2 cups of fruit
e 4 cup sugar
Directions:
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees F.

2. Melt butter in 10x10-inch or 9x13-inch baking pan..

3. Mix dry ingredients with milk and spoon over the butter in the pan.
4. Top with fruit. Sprinkle 2 cup sugar over the top/

5. Bake about 40 minutes, depending on your pan size.






Second Place winner is Brenda Rousselle with Blackberry Cobbler

Ingredients
e 4 cups fresh or frozen blackberries
e 1 cup sugar
e 1% cups flour
e 1 cup sugar
e 2 teaspoons of baking powder
e ' teaspoon salt
e 1 cup milk
Directions
1. Heat oven to 375 degrees F.
2. Toss the blackberries and 1 cup sugar in a bowl. Spread evenly in a 9x13-inch baking dish.
3. Combine the flour, 1 cup sugar, baking powder and salt in a bowl and mix well. Add the milk, stirring just until it
is blended.
4. Spoon over the blackberries. Bake in oven for 45 minutes.
5. Serve warm or at room temperature. May substitute blueberries, loganberries, peaches or apricots for the
blackberries.
Yield: 6 to 8 servings. Recipe from Ella Vanderburg, North Fork Grange, Oregon

Third Place Winner is Marion Cubit with Blueberry Cobbler

Ingredients

2 tablespoons of cornstarch

1 cup of Stevia

8 cups of Blueberries

2 teaspoons of lemon juice

6 tablespoons shortening

2 cups of flour

2 tablespoons of sugar

1 teaspoon of salt

1 tablespoon of Baking Powder
I cup of milk

Directions

1.
2.

o &

Heat oven to 400 degrees F.

Mix cornstarch and Stevia in 2-quart saucepan. Stir in Blueberries and lemon juice. Stir constantly until
thickened. Pour into 2-quart casserole dish.

In a mixing bowl, mix flour, sugar, salt, and baking powder together. Cut shortening into this mixture. Stir in milk
just until it is blended.

Drop by spoonful onto blueberries.

Bake 25 to 30 minutes until the top is brown.



