
MASTER’S NOTES
As I write this I’m trying to reflect on
the storms and flooding we have
endured once again and the extent of
our support of our local farmers. I’m
hoping that we, as Grangers, have
been doing our best to support the
farm community.
I know there will be Patrons who are
going to be annoyed with me, but I
must tell you my brain is fried from
selling and purchasing a home
(November through July), and another
Grange Hall, and trying to move in this
heat. My best advice right now is to go
online to the National Grange website,
see what’s available for programs,
areas of concern. Go to the Vermont
State Grange website and peruse the
offerings. See what other Grangers are
doing and see if their activities fit your
members.
Please also remember we are
Grangers who took oaths at the altar to
support the constitutions and by-laws
of our Granges. There are potential
members out there who love what the
Grange has done in their community,
want to join with us, but are put off by
the ritual and references to God. If we
can inculcate tolerance, we might
diminish those concerns and grow a
stronger organization.
Be well. Take care of yourselves as the
summer heat tests our health.
Fraternally, Kendal Holden Master
VSG

NORTHEAST GRANGE
LECTURERS HOST
SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE
By Dave Roberts, Northeast Lecturers
Association 2024 Conference Chair
The recent Northeast Lecturers
Association (NELA) Conference, held
in Norwich, CT, marked a significant
milestone in the Grange community's
efforts to promote education,

leadership, and fellowship. Hosted by
the Connecticut State Grange
Lecturer, this was the first regional
Lecturers Conference in five years,
and it brought together Grange
Lecturers and members from across
New England and New York, fostering
an environment of collaboration and
shared learning.
The conference, which took place over
three days in late June, was
meticulously organized to ensure a
blend of educational sessions,
workshops, and networking
opportunities. The theme for this year's
conference was "Cultivating
Leadership and Community," reflecting
the Grange's commitment to
empowering individuals and
strengthening local communities
through education and service.
One of the highlights of the conference
was the keynote address delivered by
Joan C. Smith, National Grange
Foundation President. In her speech,
she emphasized the importance of the
Lecturer's role within the Grange
organization, highlighting how
Lecturers serve as educators, cultural
promoters, and community leaders.
She encouraged attendees to take the
knowledge and skills gained from the
conference back to their local Granges
to inspire and educate their members.
She also discussed the Reaching
Rural Surgical Seniors (RRSS)
initiative and congratulated
Connecticut State Grange on being the
first State Grange across the United
States to complete all the
requirements to receive a monetary
payment for promoting RRSS.
The conference featured a variety of
workshops covering a wide range of
topics relevant to Grange Lecturers.
These included sessions on G.R.I.T
101, Heirloom Program, Artificial
Intelligence, Community Service,
Marketing, and Membership. Expert

speakers and experienced Grange
members led the workshops, providing
valuable insights and practical advice.
Attendees particularly appreciated the
interactive nature of the workshops,
which allowed them to engage in
discussions, share experiences, and
ask questions.
In addition to the educational sessions,
the conference also offered numerous
opportunities for networking and
fellowship. Friday night was a fun night
with numerous games hosted by each
state, KAHOOT quiz on participants
knowledge, and musical chairs. In
addition, the Host Chair hosted a
hospitality suite all welcome for
networking and refreshments. The
welcome reception and the gala dinner
provided a relaxed setting for
attendees to connect with their peers,
share ideas, and build lasting
relationships. The sense of
camaraderie was palpable, as Grange
Lecturers and members from different
states bonded over their shared
commitment to the Grange's mission.
Conference attendees also donated
almost 400 pounds of non-perishable
food items for overseas military
servicemembers as a Northeast
Region service project called “For the
Troops” coordinated by Rhode Island
State Grange.
Feedback from attendees was
overwhelmingly positive, with many
praising the conference's organization,
content, and atmosphere. Participants
left the event feeling with a conference
tote bag filled with goodies and they
were inspired and equipped with new
knowledge and skills to enhance their
work as Grange Lecturers. The
successful completion of the Northeast
Grange Lecturers Conference in
Norwich, CT, stands as a testament to
the dedication and hard work of all
Northeast Grange Lecturers and their
teams of volunteers. Event
Registration Chair Judy Doyle was
specifically recognized for her role in
making the conference such a
success.
In summary, the Northeast Grange
Lecturers Conference was a
resounding success, achieving its goal
of fostering education, leadership, and
fellowship among Grange Lecturers.
By providing a platform for learning,



sharing, and networking, the
conference has strengthened the
Grange community and empowered its
members to continue their valuable
work in local communities. As
attendees return to their home states,
they carry with them the inspiration
and tools needed to make a positive
impact in their Granges and beyond.

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE
By the next edition of the GMG, I will
be reporting on the first NE Connection
Chaplains' Worship Service at the VT
Grange Center. We have a picnic
planned and service at what I call our
“Chapel in the Trees”. I am hopeful for
a good turnout. Folks will have the
opportunity to come early and stay and
extra night, if they want the full
package being offered by the Center
Directors.
My thanks to all of them for being so
accommodating in spite of their issue
with the overhead exhaust system in
the kitchen, which has meant some
creative solutions for cooking. They
are positive in their efforts and that's a
good “mindset”. I saw a comparison of
ways to look at things and be more
positive.
From: To:
I have to ------------------- I get to
No time ------------------- I'll make time
I failed -------------------- I learned
I can't --------------------- I'm keen to try
I don't know how-------- I'll learn
I give up ---------I'm staying committed
With hope and faith in God's word, we
to can find ways to stay positive in this
unsettled time. Just as a clear day with
sunshine raises our spirits, so can a
compliment, an “I love you”, a sign of
encouragement all, help us to share
this sense of calm and pleasure in
God's world with our friends in the
Grange and our families.
Jenny Nelson, Chaplain

NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
The Executive Committee met via
ZOOM on July 10. The following is a
summary of the highlights.
Under Loans--
● A request from the VSG Grange

Center for a loan of approximately
$30,000.00 was received. After
discussion, the loan was approved.

This loan is to cover the cost of the
required hood over the stoves and
the fire suppression system that is
required.

● Middle Branch Grange submitted a
request for loan forgiveness of the
balance due on their loan for their
lift system. The system was
destroyed in the fire. The request
was approved.

● Blue Mountain Grange requested a
short-term loan to help them pay
for a new heating system that the
insurance company is requiring.
They are no longer allowed to heat
with wood or wood products. The
loan was approved with repayment
expected in a year.

Worthy Master Kendal confirmed that a
contract has been signed for the sale
of the hall for Maple Valley Grange
#318.
Resolution #12, Combining Family
Camp and Fall Festival—no additional
information was available.
Resolution #15, Grange Center Study
Committee—the committee is
scheduled to meet at Family Camp for
a tour of the facilities.
Scholarship applications for the
Agriculture and Cossingham
scholarships had been received from
VSAC, copied and distributed to the
Executive Committee for preview. The
scores were tallied and winners and
alternates were named.
Brother Kendal reported that
Bomoseen Valley Grange #273 will be
hosting the Sixth Degree on
September 21.
VSG Treasurer, Martha Kirchner,
submitted budget information and was
available to answer questions. Nancy
supplied a list of bills that had been
received. Motions were made and
seconded to pay the bills.
It is time for Program Directors to
submit budget requests for the
2024-2025 budget year. Budget
requests are due by August 1.
Worthy Master Kendal confirmed that
Sister Chris Hemp, National Grange
Master, will be our National
Representative at State Session in
October.

SIXTH DEGREE CONFERRAL
Hold the date! Sixth Degree will be
conferred on September 21 at

Bomoseen Valley Grange #273. Menu,
reservation information, and times will
be announced via the website and
email.

EDUCATIONAL AID FUND
We met in late June to score seventy
plus scholarships. This is a full day’s
work. We also held a short meeting to
comply with the two meetings a year. I
scored the annual scrapbooks at the
Grange Center on Family Camp
weekend. As always, we have grants,
loans and scholarships available. Lois
Wakefield, Chair

AG AND ENVIRONMENT
DIRECTOR'S REPORT
Only a year later to the date, we find
ourselves with yet more flood damage
to both homes and farmland, bridges
and roads, and damage to personal
and business properties. FEMA and
state and federal officials and
representatives once again survey the
damage, and the Governor has sought
the disaster designation to bring state
and federal emergency funding to our
state. Meantime, fires in California,
tornadoes touching down, tormenting
heat, and even floods in Texas are
keeping everyone on their toes.
The VT Agency of Agriculture has
asked farmers to report damages no
later than August 31st. Tropical Storm
Beryl has been a nightmare for all
types of farming, especially the veggie
and dairy farms with river bottom land-
such fertile grown for growing food.
Community gardens and small ag
businesses over at the Intervale have
languished as well as our eastern
Caledonia County and that poor Barre
area again.
Resilience is taking the front seat for
management protocols on farmland.
Sustainability was the word- reduce,
reuse, recycle, but now it appears it is
“put up your dukes and fight” for the
land and our food sources. Nature
needs to be restored, we need to
reduce emissions, and we need to
remove carbon. How often these
floods and other natural disaster haunt
us, we must use new information and
understand that climate is becoming
more complicated, man has had an
impact on the God-given natural



resources at our disposal and we need
to all do our part whether we are a
family buying groceries or a farmer
family trying to make a living and
protect their land. We are in this
together. Wherever we live, we need to
work together, educate ourselves,
share our knowledge and experience,
and be open-minded to different
solutions. I challenge you to do your
part. Jenny Nelson, Director

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Welcome to a new program year! If
you don’t have a printed program book
it is available at the Vermont State
Grange website at Program and Policy
books (vtstategrange.org). Remember
the service projects in the program
book are not REQUIRED but are
SUGGESTIONS. Your Grange may
have other projects you do for your
community. Share that with the VSG in
your completed scrapbook.
Thank you to all who submitted
National Community Service
notebooks for judging. Judging will be
done soon and winners announced.at
awards banquet,
I suggest that you complete the
Community Service forms as you finish
your project while you still have that
picture you need for the report. Do the
same thing with the other departmental
forms. Work on them throughout the
year to document your Grange’s year.
Deborah Ploof, Director

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
The Cabot cheese bakeoff/cookoff was
held on Saturday at Family Camp.
There were four entries. Earning First
place was Errol Briggs, Cobble Hill
Grange. It was very good! Recipe
follows.

Cheeseburger Chowder – Serves 4
Ingredients
1 pound ground beef
¾ cup chopped onion
6 tbsp. Cabot Salted Butter, divided
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup dices carrots
1 tsp basil
3 tsp dried parsley
3 cups chicken broth
4 cups diced potatoes
¼ cup flour
1 ½ cups evaporated milk

2 ½ cups Cabot Seriously Sharp
Shredded Cheddar Cheese, divided
1 tsp. salt
½ tsp pepper
Cabot Sour Cream (garnish)

Directions
● Brown ground beef in a soup pot

over medium heat, remove any
liquid and set aside.

● Sauté onion and 4 tbsp. butter in
the same pot until the onions are
translucent. Add garlic, carrots,
basil, and parsley and sauté 3
minutes/

● Add chicken broth, cooked ground
beef, and potatoes. Bring to a boil
then reduce heat, cover and
simmer 15-20 minutes while the
sauce is being made.

● Melt the remaining 2 tablespoons
of butter in small pot over medium
low heat, add flour and cook,
whisking for about 3-5 minutes until
butter is fully absorbed. Gradually
add evaporated milk, whisking
constantly for 6-8 minutes until the
sauce is smooth.

● Stir the sauce slowly into soup and
bring to a boil. Cook for 2-5
minutes until thickened.

● Reduce heat to low and slowly add
2 cups of shredded cheese, salt,
and pepper. Stir until cheese melts.
Remove from heat and serve with
a dollop of sour cream, additional
shredded cheddar, and some
chopped scallions scattered on top
of each bowl.

Recipe from the kitchen of Cabot’s
Barstow Farm Family in Hadley, MA

GRANGE CENTER
Can you believe we’re almost at the
end of July, and by the time you read
this article the first New England Go to
Church Weekend will have already
happened? I hope you attended and
showed your support to Sister Jenny.
It was reported to me that Family
Camp went forward and of course it
rained. It didn’t rain at my house where
I have been confined to for almost two
weeks at time of writing. I was
suddenly and totally unexpectedly
hospitalized and had to have surgery
on my newly installed pacemaker
because having my latest
mammogram a week prior, dislocated

both of my wires leading into my
pacemaker. The bottom lead was now
halfway up my heart, sitting on a
muscle and causing my entire right
side to twitch with every beat of my
heart. Quite the experience! So, I have
been pulled out of my life, stopped in
my tracks, and under no left arm
raising and a 10 lb weight limit for a
month. This time they also told me I
couldn’t drive!! Talk about loss of
freedom! But I digress. I got the
groceries delivered to the Grange
Center just before all of this happened.
The Grange Center Board met on July
13th, during Family Camp. The July
12th Rest Area in Sharon that I was
going to host was canceled. The July
21st Rest Area was canceled by the
Board because Mountain Valley
Pomona was already hosting a Rest
Area a couple days prior.
CHICKEN PIE SUPPER IS
CANCELED! The Supper was
scheduled for the 24th of August, but
no one is available to help work, so the
Board voted to cancel it.
We have a Rest Stop happening in
Sharon over Labor Day Weekend,
August 30-31 and September 1-2.
New Horizon is hosting the first two
days. Champlain Valley is doing some
baking for the last two days, but
they’re busy working at the Champlain
Valley Fair. It’s still being sorted out the
combination of Pomonas who will be
staffing the last two days.
Fall Festival is happening on Saturday,
September 7th, the Board will only be
serving lunch that day.
We are still hoping to have the kitchen
hood installed in early August. Time
will tell on that score! It’s extremely
hard to find contractors and
electricians to respond to you, their
schedules are very full! I am in contact
with a local contractor in Brookfield, so
the August 6th date may get pushed
back a little, not sure yet.
We are still under a Boil Water Notice
with the State. We’ve had to post
updated notices to keep current. We
had a Down Well Camera Inspection of
the well in May. Our water test in June
was great. July’s test went downhill,
there was E-Coli in the Winter
Building. So, we had to submit another
round of 4 samples which came back
showing positive for Coliform. This has
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triggered us having to have a Level 2
Assessment, which is yet to be
scheduled.
Remember to sell your Basket Raffle
tickets and your 50/50 tickets. I sent
them out early so that everyone would
have them. I will try to circulate
pictures of the Baskets soon.
Our last Board meeting will be on
Sunday, September 8th, when we
finish closing for the season.
Respectfully Submitted,
Ruth Hovey-Sicely, Chair

JUNIOR AND YOUTH GRANGE
CAMP
Camp just wrapped up for the 2024
season, and it was amazing! Some of
the campers' favorite activities include
decorating their tote bags, swimming
at the floating bridge, and the shaving
cream fight. I would like to thank the
State Officers and Directors who came
down on Wednesday to tell our
campers about their history in the
Grange and their favorite memories. It
was amazing to see connections form
in such a short time! I would also like
to thank Martha Bissell, Skip Gibbs,
and Liz Knight for helping open and
close the Grange at the beginning and
end of camp. Although it was a
challenge without the kitchen, our
chefs Jessica Falker and Elijah Falker
made delicious food the entire week
using roaster ovens and crockpots.
During the Family Dinner, I had 50/50
tickets for sale to benefit the Grange
Center and am happy to announce we
sold $72 worth.

Attached is a photo of our campers
with their stuffed animals on
Carnival Day, donated kindly by
Blue Spruce Grange. It was an
incredible week, and I can't wait for
next year!
Fraternally, Melody Falker

YOUTH
I just returned from Junior & Youth
Grange Camp and am full of hope for
the future of the Grange! My long-term
goal is to split the youth-age campers
off to have their own separate camp.
We're not quite there yet as we had
more junior-age campers than
youth-age campers again this year, but
we have several 12-13 year old
campers that will be aging up over the
next couple years so I'm hopeful that
we can build the Youth membership off
that. In addition to the youth-age
campers, we also had two of our older
Youth members (over 18) there as staff
and they both did a great job! Coming
up next is the State Grange Youth
Conference where our sign-a-song
and public speaking winners will
qualify to compete at the Nation
Grange level. I also have some fun
activities planned and dinner is
included. September 8th, 1pm-7pm at
the Grange Center in Brookfield. All
are welcome and there is no cost to
attend, but please RSVP so I know
how much food to buy! Call or text
802-417-7020 or email
JJEM1999@yahoo.com

Caption for attached photo: Jessica
Falker, Vermont State Grange Youth
Director, being interviewed about
the Grange by campers at Junior &
Youth Grange Camp.

BRIDGEWATER GRANGE #284
We had our Flea Market/Yard Sale on
the 29th and it was very successful.
We had 17 tables/spots rented and
sold lots of goodies, hamburgers, hot
dogs, cheeseburgers, corn chowder,
and lots of sweets, We will be having a
Pot Luck on Saturday July 20th, with
live music.  On the 11th of August we
will have an ICE CREAM SOCIAL,
with all kinds of side dishes to share
and also more desserts. We will have
live Music and a raffle. Come and join
us, It’s a free day, donations accepted.
Oh yes, make your own Sundaes.
Along down the road in September we
will have our fall Craft Sale/Flea
Market/Food Sale. We will have tables
to rent. More on that later. Laura
Robinson, secretary reporting.

MARBLE VALLEY GRANGE has
spent most of our time since the last
GMG working on our report books and
end-of-year projects. Three of our
members attended Family Camp, six
of our members volunteered at Junior
& Youth Grange Camp, and our +1
Junior member attended as a camper!
We are now shifting our focus to the
Vermont State Fair coming up in
August.
 
MIDDLE BRANCH GRANGE is still
holding meetings at the American
Legion in Randolph. We are continuing
with our fundraising events. Our
Strawberry Supper on June 29 was
very successful. On July 20, we
provided lunch for approximately 60
people at the 4-H Dairy Show in
Tunbridge. In October we will be
working with the East Bethel
Community Church as they celebrate
their 200th anniversary. We are still
hammering out the details but so far,
we know that Middle Branch will be
doing a chicken BBQ, and the Church
has hired a band. The Building
Committee will be meeting this week to
review design ideas provided by the
membership. We hope to come up with
a plan so we can get estimates from
contractors. Committee Chairs and the
Lecturer completed the annual reports
and scrapbook. Arlene and Gordie
Conant have agreed to host this year's
Grange Picnic on July 28. As always,
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friends and neighbors are welcome to
join us.
Fire donations can be sent to PO Box
296, Bethel, VT 05032 and you can
follow our progress on Facebook. Judy
Powell, Lecturer reporting 

STATE SESSION October 25-26
This year is an election year with
elections scheduled for Saturday along
with budget vote. Friday will be
committee meetings on resolution,
opening in the Sixth Degree, lowering
to Fourth Degree, officers and
departmental reports, committee
reports and voting on resolutions, and
introduction of proposed budget. All
activities will be at the Capital City
Grange Hall. Meals will be available,
and reservations should be made.
Menu and reservation information will
be on Vermont State Grange website
and via email chain when available.
There will be a meal Saturday night
followed by Installation of officers.
Hope to see you all there!


