DECEMBER 2025

MASTER’S MESSAGE

A good December to you all.

The Vermont State Grange
Convention is in the rearview
mirror, and the Northeast
Leaders Conference is looming
on the horizon (January 9-11).
While it is a Leaders
Conference, all are welcome to
attend. Information has been
sent out. If you miss it, let me
know. Registration for the
conference is in the hands of
Alice Daley. If you plan to stay
at the Hampton Inn, their
registration is due by
December 1st!

| wish to thank Capital City
Grange for once again hosting
our convention. They worked
hard to meet all our needs. | also
wish to thank my Executive
Committee for ensuring that the
event went smoothly and keeping
me on track before and during
the event.

Congratulations to the newly
installed officers of the National
Grange, especially our own Joe
Goodrich, National Treasurer!
Thank you, too, Brother Joe and
Brother Mark for representing
Vermont on the high seas!
Vermont Grangers, we have an
opportunity to work with another
organization to assemble 30,000
meals, 10,000 of which to be
distributed here to the Vermont
Food Bank. Each January the
Vermont Lions meet in Barre, and
their community service project is
to assemble and distribute meals.
Each box they pack contains 216
meals/36 packages/ 6 servings

per package. Many of the clubs
purchase complete boxes to take
to their nearby food shelves. At
least four assembly lines crank
out these boxes in about two
hours. There is competition, a
great flurry of activity and noise
and lots of fun. This year's event
takes place on January 10th.
Unfortunately, the Northeast
Leaders Conference is
happening at the same time. |
need my Vermont leaders to be
in Colchester that weekend!!
As for the rest of our Grangers, if
you are interested in helping
alleviate hunger and would like to
see different organizations come
together for a common cause, let
Kendal Holden know and he'll
share further information.

Kendal Holden Master VSG
802-662-5717 802-355-4697
holdenkendal@yahoo.com
holdenkendal517@gmail.com
This year | would like to see our
Granges exemplify the 1rst
Degree. If need be, Granges may
combine to fill the chairs. Be sure
to invite you deputies. Memorize
your parts if you can. If not,
practice reading them to become
familiar with the language, giving
a smooth, impressive delivery.
One problem that keeps raising
its troublesome head, is the
ability to meet deadlines. Those
deadlines, if met, allow
information, directories, program
books, State Grange Committee
Preferences, etc. to be published
and distributed in a timely
manner. There will be workshops

to address this as well as other
matters.

Ending in a somber note, we
have lost two Grange sisters, |da
Snow and Adeline (Dolly) Morse,
two steadfast, hardworking
Grangers. They are sorely
missed. A prior commitment kept
me from Ida’s services, and |
thank sister Brenda Rousselle for
stepping in and assisting VSG
Chaplain Jenny Nelson.

| hope you had an enjoyable
Thanksgiving, and will have a
delightful Christmas!

Fraternally,

Kendal Holden

VSG Master

ACTION on VSG

RESOLUTIONS 2025
Resolution #1 Use of
Grange Center Starting in

2027 if the Grange Center is
functional the Annual Session of
the Vermont State Grange be
held at the Grange Center.
Delegates Vote: Approved
Resolution #2 Educational
Aid Fund—Loan Repayment
Options That the VT State
Grange Educational Aid Fund
department look into setting up
an online cash app option, such
as Venmo, Zelle, or Cash App,
for the convenience of loan
repayments. Delegates Vote:
Approved Rejection
Resolution #3
Masters Poster

A new poster of the Vermont
State Grange Past Masters from
2000 to 2026 be printed and
offered to all Subordinate
Granges in Vermont and be if
further RESOLVED that the
Vermont State Grange Executive
Committee be in charge of
making this happen by no later
than April 1, 2026. Delegates
Vote: Approved as Revised
Resolution #4 Directory

New Past


mailto:holdenkendal517@gmail.com

That the current deadline of
November 1% be enforced for the
Officers, Committee, and
Membership lists. If a Grange
does not submit information by
the deadline of November 1%, the
Grange Secretary will be
contacted by the State Master
with a deadline of November 14™.
If still no information is received,
only a Contact person (verified by
the State Master) will be listed in
the Directory, and printing and
distribution will be completed by
December 31 of the same year.
Delegates Vote: Approved
Resolution #5 IRS 990N
Completion

That the Vermont State Grange
Treasurer oversee maintaining
this filing for all Vermont
Granges, and be it further
RESOLVED that if this resolution
passes, the VSG Executive
Committee will set up a process
for this to be initiated and
maintained yearly. Delegates
Vote: Approved

Resolution #6 Increased

Penalties for Driving While

Distracted by Electronic
Devices

That penalties (fines and demerit
points) for driving while distracted
by electronic devices be
increased and be it further
RESOLVED: that a copy of this
resolution be forwarded to the
Vermont State Legislature.
Delegates Vote: Approved
Resolution #7 Bike and
Pedestrian Safety

That our local Granges and VT
State Grange review the laws for
pedestrians and bicyclists and
share them first with our own
members and then with the
schools and communities in
which they live.
Resolution # 8
Ritual

That the Vermont State Grange
mandates each Grange to
participate in the exemplification

Grange

of the Grange routine according
to the subordinate manual and
also perform at least one of the
four degrees annually to maintain
tax-exempt status. Delegates
Vote: Approved as revised.
Resolution # 9 Secretary of
State Filing

That the Vermont State Grange
Treasurer be in charge of
renewing all business names and
all filings of Annual and Biannual
reports with the Secretary of
State so that Granges do not lose
their business name and be it
further Resolved that the Vermont
State Grange pay for any fees
and bill the individual Grange for
reimbursement. Delegates Vote:
Approved as revised.
Resolution #10 Grange
Center Taxes

That the Vermont State Grange
pays the property taxes on the
Grange Center property for the
year 2025-2026. Delegates:
Accepted as amended
Resolution #10 Resolution
Of Appreciation

BE IT RESOLVED: That the
Vermont State Grange goes on
record expressing appreciation
for the following:

1. The 2025 Convention
Committee consisting of the
Executive Committee

2. Deborah Ploof, for her printing
of session reports, typing up
resolutions and edits, as well as
projecting election candidates’
names onto a screen so they
could be spelled properly

3. State Flora Kathleen Paglia,
Ceres Lisa Goodrich, and
Pomona Marsha Johnson for
their great conferral of the 6th
Degree

4. The members of Capital City
Grange for making their hall
available for another successful
State Grange Session and for
keeping our stomachs full of
delightful food. A special thank
you to the generous Grange

members, who brought pies,
bread, and other goodies

5. Lester Gibbs for his talented
fingers with the keyboard, making
it easy to march, and
accompanying us as we sang

6. George Goldsworthy of Saint
Michael’s College for his
continued support of our
organization by
producing/publishing our Grange
publications

7. For the following members of
the Assembly of Demeter that
once again attended our session,
including Linda Sanderson,
Lester Gibbs, Brenda Rousselle,
Joe Goodrich, Lisa Goodrich,
Errol Briggs, and Kendal Holden
8. To the Committee, who worked
diligently on the resolutions
brought forward to this year’s
session and presenting them to
the assembly

9. For the inspiring Memorial
Service presented by Chaplain
Jenny Nelson in honor of our 20
fallen Grange members, with
assistance from Ceres Lisa
Goodrich, Pomona Marsha
Johnson, Flora Kathleen Paglia,
Musician Lester Gibbs, and
Master Kendal Holden

10. The installation team
consisting of Master Kendal
Holden, Executive Committee

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Executive Committee
(2027): Joe Goodrich
Executive Committee
(2027): Deborah Ploof
Educational Aid Committee
(2028): Jillian Dean
Educational Aid Committee
(2028): Melody Falker

LECTURER

The VT State Session went well.
There were only a couple of
elections to fill so that happened.
The food was handled by the
folks from Capital City. It was
great, especially the squash



soup. The Lecturer's report was
given and accepted. Prizes were
handed out after lunch. | think a
couple of Granges had entries
from every member. That was
awesome.

| will be meeting with the State
Officers and Directors soon to
plan contests for next year. Got
any ideas? Send them my way.
Lastly, | have been working with
others to plan the Leader's
Conference to be held in January
9-11 at the Hampton Inn in
Colchester. | hope everyone
plans to come. This is open to
ALL Grangers. Info has been
sent to all Presidents/Masters.
As always, feel free to call or text
me if you have any questions or
suggestions.

Alice Daley, VT State Lecturer

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE FOR
THE HOLIDAYS

Holidays are upon us. It's a time
of Thanks and Giving!

| ran across a quote by Jolene
Brown who is a great speaker
and author of the

book- Sometimes You Need More

than a 2x4! Her quote says, "Be
grateful for what you have in
order to be worthy of what you
want." You can take that as deep
as you would like, but even at a
simple level, it sure does put
things in order for the holidays.
We do have much to be thankful
for and, despite our needs, we
know others who need more. As
Grangers, we are given
opportunities through our
community service and
leadership positions to help
others. We are looking forward to
the Potluck and Pound Auction
for the benefit of the Ryegate
Santa event again this year at our
Grange. We enjoy good food and
fellowship, wrap gifts to donate
that are bid on, not knowing
what's inside, but it should weigh
about a pound. It is fun and the

dollars are used to provide
Christmas meals and gifts for
needy children and their families.
Many in town sign up to get gifts
for the 39 children in need this
year. Women gather in the
Church vestry to wrap gifts and
listen to holiday music; it is a
satisfying evening of holiday
cheer for all involved. Delivery
day comes and two Grange
volunteers deliver their sacks of
joy to others.

As we follow traditions, our
families and friends warm our
hearts with memories. Some
years, we lose members and
some years a new baby is born.
Life and death in Jesus' life bring
us happiness and sadness in the
same way, but on a very different
level. God has created a world
and gives us intelligence and
skills to appreciate and care for it
and each other. We have learned
to love others from His grace and
suffering and, importantly, from
His commitment to offer us
eternal life, if we ask for
forgiveness of our sins. This is
the ultimate Christmas gift, and
we thank God for it. May you and
your family have new and fulfilling
activities to share and may God's
love grow stronger each day, as
you find faith and hope and
charity through Him.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
NEWS

The Executive Committee met
twice in October. The first time
just before the start of State
Session to finalize the budget. It
met for the second time after
session to hold Vermont
Foundation meeting, Alice
Cossingham Trust meeting and to
elect officers for Executive
Committee. Officers elected as
follows:

Chair: Deborah Ploof

Vice Chair: Mark Belisle
Secretary: Brenda Rousselle

During the November meeting,
several topics were discussed. It
was noted that the Grange
Center is closed for the season.
Mark confirmed that a game
camera had been installed at the
Center. This will make it easier to
keep track of the amount of snow
that accumulates, especially on
the roof of the Butler Building.
Mark noted that the bill had been
received for the electrical work
that has been done at the Center,
especially in the Butler Building.
The bill came in at $6,030.17
The Resolution of Appreciation
was read by Nancy and
approved. It was moved and
approved to make a $50.00
donation to the St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church Food
Pantry in member of Sister |da
Snow.

Debbie reported that she had

received a call from Tim Swartz

of Capital City Grange. Capital

City has agreed to host the

2026 State Session. Dates:

October 22-23, 2026.

The Policy Books are being

worked on and should be in the

mail soon.

Worthy Master Kendal gave an

update on the 2026 Leaders

Conference to be held in

Colchester in January, 2026. He

confirmed that Anson Tebbetts,

Secretary of Agriculture, Food

and Marketing for the State will

be the featured speaker on

Saturday.

He also noted that he is working

on plans for a meeting of the

Directors and State Officers as

well as another GRIT meeting.

Brother Joe Goodrich and

Brother Mark Belisle provided

some information from National

Convention.

e The Delegates to National
Convention approved a
dues increase. This will take
effect on January 1, 2026.
The dues will increase to



$20/member/year. VSG
Secretary will be updating
the Quarterly reports to
reflect this change. $10 for
State dues and $20 for
National dues so quarterly
dues payment will be
$7.50/member/quarter.

e A new program “Grange
Engage” is being started. This
is @a communication program
that grants access to National
Grange materials.

e A Pilot Program: A pilot
program is being started to
allow the formation of new
Granges with only 8
members.

e A resolution was passed that
would allow States with less
than 6 Granges to form a
Grange Council

e A study committee was
formed to study the
distribution of the video of the
Seventh Degree

e A Project Sustenance: this is
a new project. More
information is available on the
WEB.

Submitted by: Brenda Rousselle,

Secretary

AGRICULTURE/ENVIRONMENT
Vermont Farm Show, Board of
Directors, are starting their
search for a director. For more
information check out the
Vermont Farm Show on the web
and Facebook.

Did you know that there are 70+
Christmas Tree Farms in VT, on
3,650 acres, which are valued at
2.6 million (2017 census). Many
more businesses bring in
garland, wreaths and other
decorations each year. Many
trees go to Big Cities to be sold,
(NYC, Boston, and Philadelphia)
at pop up markets. Locals like to
visit tree farms and choose their
trees during our fall foliage
season and harvest their trees in
early December. Many VT tree

farmers are proud members of
the NHVTCTA (New
Hampshire-Vermont Christmas
Tree Association). Many give to
“trees for troops” which will be
gathered together on Dec 3, 2025
at the South Farm in Bethlehem,
NH.

| also attended (about 2 hours)
the American Dairy XPO held at
the Champlain Valley Fair
grounds this November. There
was a lot of BIG equipment in the
buildings and outside. There was
everything a cow could desire
from back scratching brushes to
foot trimming, feed, vitamins and
even dry sea weed to add to their
feed (seaweed is harvested in
Maine).

ENVIRONMENT

Everyone by now should be using
fluorescent bulbs or LEDs in your
lamps and light fixtures. They use
less energy and last much longer.
When buying appliances look for
the yellow Energy Star guide
label that indicates energy
efficiency. You can get help from
Efficiency Vermont’s website.

At home (if you don’t already)
start using citrus-based solvents.
In most cases these solvents are
safe and effective. If you cook
with charcoal in the summer use
natural briquettes and use a
charcoal chimney starter. Choose
water-based latex paints for your
home painting. Oil-based paints
and varnishes contain solvents
that pollute the air and harm your
health. And lastly buy goods
made from recycled materials.
Other steps to take...do not burn
your trash. It's harmful to your
health and the environment and
is illegal in Vermont. When
buying small engine products
choose a product with a 4-stroke
engine rather than a 2-stroke
one.

When you purchase your next
gas can get a no spill one. Each
year Americans spill over 9
million gallons of gasoline, that
amount is equivalent to a super
tanker.

Clean Energy Facts

A. 90 % of new power is solar
power worldwide

B. Clean energy employs more
people than fossil fuels (36
million)

C. Solar and wind are now
more affordable

D. Clean energy is 3 times
more efficient than fossil
fuels

E. European coal consumption
has dropped by 61%

F. California was powered by
100% clean energy for
more than 100 days this
year.

G. Let your Politicians know
you want more solar
funding

COMMUNITY SERVICE
PICTURE

Attendees to VSG Session
brought a lot of non-perishable
food to the session and filled the
table and floor with all the
groceries. Tim Swartz delivered
265 pounds of non-perishable
food items donated to Capstone
Community Action's food shelf in
Barre on October 27™. The Food
Shelf representative was very
appreciative of the donation,
saying that the timing of it makes
this donation extra valuable,
because of the expected cutoff of
SNAP benefits on Nov. 1. They
have posted on their Facebook
page about the

donation: https://www.facebook.c
om/VTCommunityAction, with the
info Tim gave them about the
donations coming from
Community Granges across
Vermont. Well done Good and
Faithful!
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The winner this year for the most
volunteer hours is Ann Gray with
530,5 hours. She is a member of
Blue Spruce Grange.

The Community Service Reports
were judged, and first place went
to Blue Spruce and second place
to Marble Valley Grange. Only 1
point separated the two
notebooks, so each received a
check for $125. Third place went
to Tunbridge Grange.

| hope you all have a warm, safe,
and happy holiday season! Merry
Christmas!

Deborah Ploof, Director

FAMILY ACTIVITIES

1. Did you know when you buy
the foil baking papers that you
can use the paper liner also.

The paper liner is only there so
the foil ones don'’t stick together.
So go ahead and use the paper
liner.

2. You can store your half-open
can of beans or vegetables in
their can, in the refrigerator for 2
or 3 days and the food will be
safe to eat. Although a sealed
container will preserve the texture
and flavor more. Cans use to be
soldered but the US banned
lead-soldered food cans in 1995.
3. | hope, if you put an item in
your cart and then decide you
don’t need it, that you return it to
where you got it...please don’t
stash it on a random shelf. If
you’re in a rush, ask the cashier
or another employee to return it,
and thank them. NO one wants to
see a carton of juice in the
spaghetti aisle.

4. If you are giving peanut butter
to your dog, check to make sure
it's natural, unsalted, and doesn’t
have XYLITOL in it, as it’s toxic to
dogs.

5. Your olive oil needs to be
stored in a dark cool place to
maximum freshness. It usually
will last for 12 months.

Did you know that only 10% of
Americans meet the daily
requirements of fruit and
vegetables?

Starting this month, | will get you
caught up on what you should
eat, to get your daily
requirements of vitamins & fiber.
Yellow - produce (we are talking
about bananas, corn, pineapple,
yellow bell peppers and yellow
onions) provide fiber. It aids in
digestion, promotes fullness,
controls cholesterol and blood
sugar levels. These yellow
vegetable/fruits have a
supporting role for a healthy gut
microbiome. Yellow veggies
contain “Vitamin C, an antioxidant
that helps stabilize cells” from
damage that can lead to
numerous diseases, including
heart disease, cancer, diabetes,
and neurodegenerative diseases.
One large yellow pepper has
more than three times the
amount of vitamin C you will need
in a day.

In the following months we will
look at green, blue and purple
vegetables.

Presidential Turkeys

The U.S. President names one
turkey each year. The public
usually suggest other names for
the second turkey and the names
are announced at the White
House ceremony.

Here is the list of names for the
last 10 years.

2024- -Peach & Blossom

2023- -Liberty & Bell

2022- -Chocolate & Chip
2021—Peanut butter & Jelly
2020—Corn & Cob

2019- -Butter & Bread

2018- -Peas & Carrots

2017- -Drum Stick & Wish Bone
2016- -Tot & Tater

2015- -Abe & Honest

Horane Vose, a Rhode Island
turkey farmer, presented a

dressed turkey to the President
each year from 1873 to 1913.
The Wilson Administration
slaughtered and ate his birds.
Calvin Coolidge, alarmed at the #
of turkeys being offered to the
President at the time, briefly
stopped the tradition, upon
assuming the Office, in 1923-he
brought his own. President
Coolidge relented in 1925 and
was soon bombarded with an
unusual array of animals to eat,
including Rebecca, a live
raccoon, received in 1926.
President Coolidge was unwilling
to eat it and Rebecca was
designated as a White House
pet. The official presentation
started in 1947 under President
Harry Truman, the thought
practically born out of the
lobbying campaign. President
John F Kennedy spontaneously
spared a turkey on November 19,
1963 just 3 days before his
assassination. This turkey wore
a sign that read “Good Eating Mr.
President”. Kennedy retired the
55-pound turkey to the farm
saying “We’ll let this one grow”.
Wishing you all a HAPPY
HOLIDAY SEASON.

Linda Sanderson, Director

HEALTH and WELLNESS

Well, November is certainly off to
a snowy start. | attended the
State Session held at Capital City
last month. The meals were
wonderful, especially the squash
soup. At lunch, prizes were given
out and many people got
something. We had no
resolutions this year but we had
several that needed to either be
sunset or reaffirmed.

On another note, we are getting
ready for the NE Grange Leader's
Conference the weekend of
January 9-11 at the Hampton Inn
in Colchester. | hope many of you
will decide to attend. Please
remember that this conference is



for anyone/everyone in the
Grange. Call me if you have
questions. Hope to see everyone
there. If you plan to attend and
need a room, the hotel has set
December 1 as the deadline to
reserve rooms at our special rate.
The directors and officers will be
meeting in a couple of months to
plan the next program book. Do
you have any ideas? Send them
to me.

Alice Daley, Director

INFORMATION DEPARTMENT
It was great to see many of my
Grange family at state session at
Capital City Grange Hall, and a
special thanks to the chef and
volunteers that made those
wonderful meals. That squash
soup was so tasty. For someone
who does not like winter
squash... it was quite the treat.
Now, on to information. | would
like to thank the members of the
information committee as well as
the non-members who attended
my meeting. We got a lot of
subjects covered. Some Grange
and some non-Grange, but it was
still a good meeting.

To the members of my committee
(that would be Information
chairman from each Pomona),
we will have a Zoom meeting
coming up in the future to
prepare for the new program
books. You need to go through
the program book for this year
and see if there needs to be any
upgrades or deletions for
2026-27. Sometimes change is
good. The Zoom meeting will
probably be short but is required
and will help with the information
section of the program book. | am
figuring that might be March-ish.
Be sure to get your items for the
Monthly calendar to me each
month. There were three great
prizes for the ones that were sent
in: 1, the most entries, 2, fastest
in getting their items to me and 3,

the most consistent. This year
there was a special award given
to the first person that could
identify the picture at the top of
the October calendar. It was won
by Lois Wakefield who identified
the picture as the garden in front
of the Comfort Inn in Middlebury.
Hope you all have a good holiday
season.

Lois Allen, Director

YOUTH DEPARTMENT

It's been a busy couple of months
since the last GMG! In
September, | attended State
Session, where there was
extensive discussion about the
Grange Center. This is especially
important to the Youth Dept
because it is where Junior &
Youth Camp and our State Youth
Conference are held. These
events are essential in keeping
our Youth age members
engaged, and giving potential
Youth age members an
opportunity to connect with and
learn about the Grange. A couple
weeks later, | boarded the
National Grange Convention
cruise! It was great to meet with
leaders and Youth members from
all over the country, and learn
what they are doing in their
states. Happy Holidays to all of
our members and their families!
Jessica Falker, Vermont State
Grange Youth Director



STATE PROGRAM REPORTS

Saturday Awards presentation was quick as we still had much to do before the session could close. Below
find the chart showing the Granges submitting notebooks and the total points they receive for their efforts.
GREAT WORK!!! Congratulations!!!

Grange Name and number

gAIphabeticaIIy Total | Rank
Subordinate
Blue Mountain Grange #263 1312
Blue Spruce Grange #574 1917 | Second
Bomoseen Valley Grange #273 1580 Third
Bridport Grange #303 865
Center Grange #290 582
Maple Valley Grange #450 545
Marble Valley Grange #567 1952 First
Middle Branch Grange #463 1281
Riverside Grange #455 620
Tunbridge Grange #384 1089
Pomona
New Horizon #33 1533 First
Heart of Vermont #34 520 Third
Champlain Valley #37 670 Second

ANNOUNCEMENTS

o 2026 Leaders Conference
o Information with registration is on the web.
o January 9-11 in Colchester, VT
o State Session 2026
o Capital City Grange
o October 22 & 23, 2026

CORRECTIONS TO DIRECTORY
The following corrections were made to the Directory at State Session.
The following phone numbers in the Directory need to be corrected:
e Kendal Holden, Page 4; Correct number: 802-662-5717
e Chris Yandow, Deputy, Page 5; Correct number: 802-355-6019
e Educational Aid Committee members Page 6 As of October 2025:
o 2026 - Lois Allen
o 2026 - Barbara Chambers
o 2027 - Janice Rousselle
o 2027 - Martha Bissell
213 Maple Lane West, Danville, VT 05873 802-563-2429
o 2028 - Jillian Dean, Chair
PO Box 1041, White River Jct, VT 05001 802-299-8441
2028 - Melody Falker
72 Alfred Buck Lane; Pittsford, VT 05763 802-483-4330
Vermont Grange Center, Page 7; New Horizon Pomona --Jessica Falker & Gordon Gibbs, I
Information, Page 10; Lois Allen; Correct Number: 603-276-6746
Blue Spruce Grange, Page 22; Chris Yandow Correct e-mail: Brachyan812@comcast.net
Riverside Grange, Page 43’ Lecturer: Emily Hart, 802-439-6070, PO Box 15, Topsham, VT 05076



Community Grange Updates

Bl r ran 74 -
Brothers and Sisters

Blue Spruce Members have been
very busy with our Community
Service Projects. We have had
several stuffing days at Brenda's
house in October and

November. We have completed
24 lab quilts (Thank you Debbie
for Quilting the robes), 36 Muslin
dolls, over 75 comfort pillows,
and Rice Bags. The UVM Med
Center will be receiving the Lap
Quilts, Muslin dolls, and 25
Comfort Pillows. Porters Hospital
will be receiving 50 Comfort
Pillows and the 26 Rice Bags.
We delivered Christmas Cards for
all the residents at the
Bennington Veterans Home and
candy and food items to Josh's
House.

In addition to our Community
Service Activities above, 8 of our
members attended the Vermont
State Grange Annual Conference
at Capital City Grange. Many
thanks to Capital City for the use
of their hall and the meals they
provided. Each grange attending
the meeting was asked to bring
items for the local food shelf,
Blue Spruce contributed 117
items.

| hope all have a healthy and
happy Thanksgiving and will have
a very Merry Christmas

Stay Safe out there -Winter is
here and the roads can be slick.
Janice M Rousselle, Master

Caledonia Grange #9 has
closed our building for the winter

and shifted to meetings in
member's homes.

We have a busy winter schedule:
taking stock of the Second
Sunday Ag workshop series we
ran and planning for what we
want to do for workshops next
year. We are having plans drawn

up for our accessibility project
and will be starting the daunting
process of fundraising for that.
We are quite excited to be able to
make the building accessible to
people of all levels of mobility.
We will also be planning a
number of other events.

We had a film festival where we
showed several films made by
Meredith Holch, our vice
president and longtime member
who passed suddenly this past
spring. That was so well
attended that we are thinking of
establishing a memorial film
festival where we would
showcase short films by local film
makers.

Cheers, Rob MacLeod. President

Capital City Grange #469 - With
winter-like weather starting up in
mid-November, we're planning
events that will bring people into
the Hall to keep warm and to
keep socializing. We want our
Grange to be a place where
people get together and keep
community ties strong. Here are
some of what our Grange is
sponsoring in December and
January:
e Dec. 6: Grange meeting 4:30,
and a “Community Program”
at 5:00: We'll have a
presentation by Clark
Amadon, president of the
MadDog Chapter of Trout
Unlimited, talking about their
work preserving and
improving rivers and streams,
and providing fishing
programs for kids and adults.
Of course, this will be followed
at 6:00 by a Community
Potluck. Free and open to all!
e Dec. 11: 7:00 to 9:30 PM,
Game Night in the Lower
Level—come roll dice or move
Meeples across boards; many
games will be available, or

feel free to bring your own!
Free and open to all!

Dec. 13: 9:30 to 11:30 AM,
Kids Trade & Play: Our
monthly clothing/games/toys
swap for kids and families.
Donations of clean, good
quality pre-worn clothing for
kids from new-born to Juniors,
or maternity/women’s sizes
will be accepted and
inspected at the event. Take
all that you need, bring what
you can. A donation of $5 per
family is asked, but no one is
turned away.

Dec. 14: 3:00 to 4:30 PM,
Dance, Sing & Jump Around:
Fun for “movers and shakers”
of all ages, with live, joyful
music and experienced callers
for dances, songs and
play-party games. Dances in
circles and lines! Free for
kids, $5 donation per adult
requested, but no one is
turned away. And there are
snacks!

Dec. 20: 4:30 to 6:00 PM,
Holiday Sing-Along: for
singers and non-singers of all
ages. Songs led by Matt
Nunnelly, Grange Musician,
who will accompany on the
piano. We'll project lyrics so
that everyone will sing the
same words! Followed by a
Community Holiday Potluck at
6:00 PM. Bring a special dish,
or chips, bread, cookies, or
something else to share! Free
and open to all!

January 2026 will feature our
usual monthly family events:
Kids Trade & Play on Jan. 10,
and Dance, Sing & Jump
Around on Jan. 11. Our
Grange meeting on Jan. 3 will
include discussion of our
finances, and about buying
new, padded chairs for our
Main Hall—utilizing the money
which North Branch Grange



donated to us in memory of
Charles Martin. The meeting
will be followed at 6:00 by
another wonderful Community
Potluck.

e We'll have one special
Grange-sponsored event on
Friday, Jan. 16—Red Cross
Blood Drive, from 10:30 AM to
3:00 PM. To sign up to donate
at this drive (or the next one
on May 15), click this link:
https://www.redcrossblood.org
/give.html/drive-results?zipSp
onsor=capitolcitygrange. Click
“‘See Times”, and select the
time that works for you to sign
up for an appointment, or just
come by. Here's a way to
make a literal “life or death”
difference for someone!

We'll also be following the

progress of our Indoor Air Quality

(IAQ) improvement project, which

will be making big strides in

December. We're looking forward

to having filtered, pre-heated

fresh air coming in through an

Energy Recovery Ventilator

(ERV), plus a quieter,

ceiling-mounted air purifier! Many

thanks to the many people in our

Grange and Hall-users

community who have donated to

make these improvements
possible, matching support from
the VT Arts Council and the State
of Vermont.

We hope you will join us for these

Grange-sponsored events, and

all the other activities that are

held at our Community Grange

Hall! You can see all the other

events that happen there on our

website Calendar:
www.capitalcitygrange.org/events

I We're proud to be the home for

many arts and non-profit

organizations, and to be a venue
used by families for celebrations
of birthdays, anniversaries, baby
showers, weddings and well-lived
lives!

Center #290. The hustle & bustle
of camps and local fairs are
behind us, but Grangers keep on
going. September started out sad
for us as Golden Sheaf Sister
Marguerite Ponton passed away
on the 2nd. She was 95 years
old. We draped our charter on
Sept. 17th, and her daughter
Sister Michelle Farmer sang “In
The Garden” during procession.
Our 1+ member, Arden Mullaney
took home 5 blue ribbons at Fall
Festival. Great job. We had 5
members attend State Session in
Oct. At our Nov. meeting,
Michelle gave the rundown of
those proceedings per request of
our Master, Dwayne Gibbs. We
made a monetary donation to a
local food pantry, gave out the
Words for Thirds dictionaries to a
local school & are now gathering
baskets for a Basket Raffle that
our Pomona grange is holding in
Jan. to benefit the Grange
Center. Our Dec meeting will be
our Christmas party with a gift
exchange. Have a Blessed &
safe Holiday Season. Submitted
by Michelle Farmer

Marble Valley #567 - We took in
another new member! Yay!
Seven of our members attended
State Session and 2 took the 6th
degree. Two of our members
attended the National Grange
Convention. We held our
Halloween Party and donated
140 juice pouches that were
given to the students at
Wallingford Elementary School's
Trunk or Treat. We are currently
planning our annual toy drive for
local children in need of holiday
gifts and helping to plan the
basket raffle that New Horizon
Pomona is hosting to benefit the
Grange Center. Merry Christmas
from everyone at Marble Valley
Grange! - Jessica Falker
reporting.

Middle Branch #463 Several
Middle Branch members gave up
their weekends in October to
paint the Octagon. The Church
Executive Board had secured a
donation of paint but needed help
doing the painting. We had a very
successful chicken pie supper on
October 11. We were able to use
the Parish Hall at Our Lady of
Angels and sold 200 meals in just
over an hour. Our October 19
meeting and Halloween party
was well attended by both
Subordinate and Junior
members. We had over 25
entries in the pumpkin contest.
Prizes were given for best
carved, best shaped, and
heaviest. Junior member Reilly
Rogers had the heaviest pumpkin
at 215 pounds. The Juniors did
Halloween crafts, everyone
played two relay games that the
Lecturer prepared and then we
had cider and donuts. Master
Jillian Dean and Lecturer/State
Gatekeeper Judy Powell
attended this year's State
Session. Jillian took the 6th
Degree and was elected to the
Educational Aid Fund Committee.
On November 7, Judy Powell and
LAS Debbie Williams visited
Riverside Grange. Judy
presented a short program on
Grange history, member benefits,
and an overview of the State
Session. Our Junior members
took in $500 in the Thanksgiving
Basket Raffle. At their November
21st meeting they voted to
donate half of the proceeds to the
Bethel Food Shelf. The Youth
Committee reported that they will
be donating toys to the Happy
Holidays Program. The
Membership Information and
Promotion Committee is
organizing the Thanksgiving Pie
Sale for November 25th, and they
will enter a float in the So.
Royalton Winter Parade on
December 13. We will present



our membership awards on
December 5th and our Christmas
Party and gift exchange will be
December 14. Happy Holidays!
Judy Powell, Lecturer
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