
MASTER’S MESSAGE 
Hello, all! Here’s hoping you 
are successfully enduring this 
summer drought and practicing 
fire safety. I hope you can 
support the farmers with 
purchases of their products. 
Some of their crop yields are 
down in quantity and size, and 
they are having to charge 
more. This must be a difficult 
time for them. 
A great deal of work has been 
completed at the Grange 
Center. Improvements have 
been made to the water 
systems, fire safety systems, 
and electrical systems. For a 
long time, we were able to get 
by with upkeep provided by the 
managers and directors, but 
with rules and regulations that 
require licensed professionals 
we’ve invested a significant 
amount of money. And there is 
more work that will need to be 
done. I’m sure there will be 
vigorous discussions on this 
topic at our State Grange 
Session. 
I have a team working on plans 
for the Northeast Leaders 
Conference to be held this 
coming January at the 
Hampton Inn & Suites in 
Colchester. We are in the final 

stages and information is 
forthcoming. 
If any of you see my posts on 
Facebook, you know where I 
stand, right or wrong. We all 
need to keep ourselves abreast 
of what is happening around us 
and let our voices be heard. 
Yes, the Grange is nonpartisan, 
but we are free as individuals 
to voice our opinions. 
Fraternally, 
Kendal Holden, Master VSG 
 
LECTURER 
I had a good number of entries 
this year.  I know June seems 
like a long time away, but it will 
be here before you know it. 
Check the program book. If you 
haven’t seen it, talk to your 
lecturer. 
In the meantime, the Northeast 
Leaders Conference is coming 
up this year in VT. It will be 
held at the Hampton Inn in 
Colchester. It will be the 
weekend of January 9-11. 
Watch for more information. 
This conference is open to all 
Grangers, so I hope see 
everyone there. It would be 
great to have many Vermonters 
there. 
Alice Daley, VT State Lecturer 
 
 

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE 
The Salvation Army sends 
newsletters from time to time, 
and I am using their fall 
devotion and prayer to start my 
message! 
"The changing seasons remind 
us that every person's life has 
times of joy and challenge. But 
through the transition, God is 
faithful. He walks beside us in 
every storm, guiding us toward 
His perfect plan. Trust in our 
Lord. His timing is always right, 
and His love for you will never 
waver." Roman 8:28- We know 
in all things God works for the 
good of those who love Him. 
A Fall Prayer for You: 
Lord, in life's changing 
seasons, anchor my heart in 
your steadfast love. 
Give me peace in uncertainty 
and strength to trust your plan. 
Amen 
As we go about our Grange 
business this Fall, we see 
elections, planning, a new 
focus to get those reports done 
in a timelier way, inviting new 
members to join our ranks, 
school starting, and so on. It 
feels like a fresh start in some 
ways. Yet it's a time for a 
breather after our busy 
summer schedules with 
families, fairs, vacations, and 
camps in another way. We look 
at our gardens with pending 
freezes, harvest is upon us. 
We're glad for the production 
but wonder if we will ever 
salvage our crops in a timely 
manner, not wanting to waste 
anything or expend any more 



water than necessary after this 
drought-ridden summer. 
Planning, timing, unexpected 
weather situations....but let's 
remember that God has His 
plan and we need to hand over 
the everyday worries to Him 
and proceed in faith, hope and 
with charity that planting and 
harvest will never fail. 
Genisis 8:22: While the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and 
harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and 
day and night shall not cease. 
May God Bless our Granges 
and help us find good plans for 
the future. 
Jennifer, Nelson, Chaplain 
 
NOTES FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Executive Committee has 
met twice since the last report. 
Highlights from the two 
meetings included, but not 
limited to: 
Updates from the Grange 
Center. Testing of the water 
system continues on a regular 
basis. Work on the electrical 
panels continues. It was 
necessary to move the hot 
water heater out of the kitchen 
in the Butler Building. Work on 
one of the stoves was 
completed. It was reported that 
the second stove is not 
working. Information of the 
repair people is that it will 
probably not be possible to 
obtain the necessary parts that 
are needed to put the 
stove/oven in working order. 

The Center was visited one 
Saturday night by one of the 
resident bears. He did a job on 
the shed. Trash was scattered 
all around the building. A 
portion of the shed had been 
ripped off—when he could not 
get past the locked door! The 
Center is happy to report that 
there is an electric fence 
around the shed. It gives just 
enough of a jolt to discourage 
any more nightly visits. 
Sisters Ann Yandow and 
Brenda Rousselle and Brother 
Chris Yandow spent some time 
in the attic of the Winter 
Building going through several 
boxes that were found (we are 
always finding boxes full of 
stuff up there!) that contained 
Junior Grange regalia, etc. The 
boxes were gone through and 
sorted. Some of the regalia had 
to be discarded due to the 
invasion of mice. Any regalia 
not damaged has been 
re-paced into plastic bins for 
storage. More work is needed 
to complete the cleaning out 
and sorting of Grange material 
still in the attic. We hope to get 
back to it in the Spring when 
the camp opens again. The 
Winter Building suffers from 
electrical problems as well. 
There is no power in the two 
large rooms on the first floor or 
on the porch. This is a work in 
progress. 
A tentative agenda for State 
Session was discussed. There 
should be a copy of the agenda 
in this edition of the Granger. 
Please note: there will be NO 

Silent Auction this year, nor will 
door prizes be available. 
Instead, each Grange is asked 
to donate a bag or box of 
non-perishable food items for 
the local Food Shelf in the 
Montpelier area. 
Work is progressing on the 
organization of the 2026 
Leaders Conference to be held 
in Colchester, Vermont in 
January. More information will 
be forthcoming. 
A complete set of the minutes 
will be found in the Journal of 
Proceedings. If you have any 
questions, don’t hesitate to 
ask. 
Submitted by: Brenda 
Rousselle, Secretary 
 
EDUCATIONAL AID  
We still have $100 grants 
available for classes in crafts, 
studies or things you want to 
learn.  Scholarships and loans 
are also available. Contact 
Janice Rouselle, 394 River 
Road, Colchester, VT 05446.  
Lois Wakefield 
 
AGRICULTURE/ENVIRONME
NT 
DONATIONS:  First, I want to 
thank all those Granges that 
sent in donations to the Kelly 
Farm and Heifer Project.  You 
along with the State Ag 
Committee sent $100 to the 
Kelly Farm and $240 to the 
Heifer Project.  The State 
Committee chose to purchase 
a Dream Basket for two 
families. One Dream Basket 
will provide one Heifer, one 



Sheep, one Goat, rabbits and a 
flock of chicks plus training and 
education for their care, for 
each family. Thank you, Thank 
you. 
Thank you all for some great 
Ag reports in your notebooks.  
Checks will be given out at 
State Session. 
KEY AGRICULTURAL BILLS 
PASSED IN 2025 
S.45-Protection from 
Nuisance Suits: 
This bill, also known as the 
“Right to farm” bill, provides 
legal protections for farmers by 
establishing a framework that 
shields them from nuisance 
lawsuits unless specific 
conditions are met, such as 
negligent operation or 
significant adverse health 
effects. 
●​ Responsibility shifts from 

the farmer to the plaintiff.   
●​ Clearer definitions on 

compliance with water 
quality and pesticide 
regulations with customs 
typical of similar VT farms.  

●​ Support for New and 
Evolving Farms.  Farms are 
no longer required to prove 
they were there first or that 
their practices have 
remained unchanged. 

●​ Before filing a nuisance 
lawsuit, property owners 
must attempt to resolve the 
issue through dialogue and 
mandatory mediation with 
the farmer.  

H.401-Cottage Food Bill: 
This legislation provides 
exemptions for food 

manufacturing establishments, 
regulating how they produce 
and sell food products. 
H.167 (Act 34) – Vermonters 
Feeding Vermonters Grant: 
This establishes a grant 
program at the Agency of 
Agriculture, Food and Markets 
to support Vermont’s 
agricultural community. 
H.484 – Miscellaneous 
Agricultural Subjects: 
An act related to the regulation 
of fertilizers, lime, plant 
amendments, and beneficial 
substances, including 
definitions and roles of the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 
Reports from around the 
State 
Westminster:  have had the 
worst Bird damage they have 
seen – whole flocks have 
chewed the ears sown to the 
nub, and the Blueberry season 
has been excellent. 
Underhill: Sweet corn was 
about 2 weeks behind; 
pumpkins are looking great. 
Guildhall: potatoes are 
generally great but challenging 
with the bugs & weeds.   
Grand Isle: had more u-pick 
blueberry customers this year 
Environmental 
Pest watch:  European cherry 
fruit fly (ECFE) is 4-5 
millimeters long, with a shiny 
black body and distinct yellow 
wing markings.  It lays its eggs 
in ripening cherries.  As larvae 
develop, they feed on the fruit, 
which causes it to soften, rot, 
and become unmarketable.  
This pest affects both 

commercial and backyard 
operations.  New York is in a 
Federal quarantine in some 
places to prevent these ECFE 
pest from spreading.  As of late 
July, they had not been 
detected in VT. 
Apples 
Visitors pick about 200,000 
apples a year here in Vermont.  
VT growers produce 1,000,000 
bushels (40 million pounds) 
annually.  If you make an apple 
pie the State demands it be 
served with cheddar cheese, 
ice cream or milk if possible.  
Apple cultivation in VT dates 
back to the French settlements 
in 1600s on Lake Champlain.  
You have until the mid of 
October to go pick your own or 
buy fresh apples.  After that 
apples are stored in coolers 
and available until the end of 
the year (at most large 
orchards). 
Linda Sanderson, Director 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Greetings! I have enjoyed 
reviewing the Community 
Service reports and seeing the 
varied projects that Vermont 
Grangers are doing in their 
communities. From providing 
bicycles for children at the fair 
to providing meals for 
members of their community, to 
quilts, blankets, muslin dolls, 
and comfort pillows for 
patients, projects cover a lot of 
NEED in our communities. I 
hope you take the time at 
Vermont State Session to 
peruse the books and get 



some ideas for your Grange. 
Winners of Community Service 
Report Books will be presented 
Saturday afternoon. 
Deborah Ploof, Director 
 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
I know I sound like a broken 
record, but as I’m sitting here 
on this fabulous fall day, I know 
winter is fast approaching. With 
that comes flu and Covid 
season. Time to get your shots 
now so you are protected this 
winter. If you have questions, 
talk to your primary care 
provider. 
Alice Daley, VT State Health 
Chair 
 
FALL FESTIVAL  
Another Fall Festival has come 
and gone. I was happy to see 
so many attend this year’s 
festivities. Twelve Grangers 
kicked off the weekend with a 
potluck supper and the movie 
the Fantastic Four. Saturday 
saw 40 people enjoying the 
games, and contests in spite 
and around the rain. In the 
afternoon, the two-person 
group Granville Daze 
entertained us with their 
original songs. Sunday twelve 
people woke up to beautiful 
skies and a wonderful 
breakfast of egg sandwiches.​
There were 17 people who 
entered their worked to be 
judged with a total of 70 entries 
across 6 divisions: 2 youth (5 – 
8 yrs), 2 Youth, 1 Young Adult, 
4 Adults and 8 seniors. The 
winners from each division are:​

Juniors (5 – 8 yrs) - Annalisa 
Young and Brendon Mullaney 
tided with 5 Blue ribbons each. 
Annalisa for her painting, 
drawing and flowers and 
Brendon for his vegetables. 
Each are being awarded 
$25.00.​
Youth - William Perkins won a 
blue ribbon for his picture “Big 
Eddy”​
Young Adult - Melody Falker 
won 4 blue ribbons from 
categories G and F.​
Adult - Jessica Falker won 6 
blue ribbons from categories C, 
F, and G.​
Senior - Janice Rouselle won 5 
Blue ribbons from categories A 
and F.​
There were 7 entries in the Fair 
Booth Exhibit; the winners are 
1st Place Marble Valley, 2nd 
Place New Horizons and 3rd 
Place Tunbridge. Prizes 
awarded - First Place: $15.00; 
Second place $10.00; Third 
place $5.00.​
To see the winning recipes in 
the culinary category please go 
to our Facebook page.​
I hope to see more entries next 
year. If you have any ideas or 
suggestions for next year, 
please reach out to me at 
morbe8@live.com or send a 
note to Beth Morse 92 Happy 
Valley Rd, Middlebury, VT 
05753. All ideas will be 
considered and are greatly 
appreciated.​
Fraternally yours.​
Beth Morse, Fall Festival 
Director​
 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES  
On September 1st Master 
Kendal Holden reinstated me 
as VSG Family Activities 
Director. I am planning to 
restart the FA notes that have 
been downsized to one page 
as I am 
Agriculture/Environment 
Director also. I will be sending 
them by e-mail to you or your 
Grange contact person or 
Secretary. I have about 10 that 
I will be putting in the mailbox 
to those that don't have email.  
  
Vermont had some winners 
from the New England Grange 
Building Northeast Needlework 
contest. Deborah Ploof 
received a first in the Afghan 
class, Marion Cubit received a 
third in the Embroidery class, 
Marlene Goodrich received a 
second for the Adult Garment 
she made, and Jessica Falker 
received a third in 
Miscellaneous. Congratulations
 to all. I have been told that the 
contest will be the same for this 
year, but will be checking into 
it. 
I have talked to Dawn from the 
Grange building and when the 
Big E is finished I will be talking 
to her about changes while I 
was away from the group. 
Please take a look at the 
Family Activities section of the 
Program book. Think of what 
you would like to see for 
categories in your Vermont 
contest next year....it's not too 
early to let me know. I have 
talked to several (7) Grangers 



and the Chilli contest needs to 
be tweaked. That information 
will go out in the January FA 
Notes and GMG.  
I will only be attending Friday 
of State Session as I have prior 
commitments on Saturday.  
Have a great fall viewing the 
colors. 
Please contact me if I can be of 
service. 
Linda Sanderson, Director 
326 Sanderson Rd, Milton, 
VT 05468-4027; 802-999-3510; 
vtlvs54@gmail.com 
 
JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 
At this year’s VT State Fair, the 
State Junior Department had a 
booth for the very first time! 
Free apples were a big hit, and 
I was excited to share fliers for 
next year’s Junior and Youth 
Camp. It was wonderful to see 
so much interest coming from 
families across Vermont. 
I also had the pleasure of 
joining Center Grange to 
welcome a new +1 member. 
Thank you for inviting me to be 
part of your meeting. If your 
Grange is planning a special 
junior event, please let me 
know! I would love the 
opportunity to visit, connect, 
and learn more about your 
programs. 
I also visited the Grange 
Building at the Big E. It was 
inspiring to see the beautiful 
Needlework Contest entries 
from all over New England and 
to meet so many people 
showing genuine interest in the 
work we do. 

Melody Falker, Director 
 
YOUTH 
The annual Vermont State 
Grange Youth Conference took 
place on Sunday, September 
7th, at the Grange Center 
following a great weekend at 
Fall Festival. Our big 
accomplishment was building a 
new firepit and 2 benches 
using the stone that had been 
taken down from the Butler 
Building fireplace. 
Unfortunately, there was a burn 
ban, so we were unable to 
make smores on the new 
firepit, but we look forward to 
using it next year! We also 
made holiday wreaths for the 
State Lecturer's contest, using 
mostly clothes pins. What a fun 
craft! There was a lively game 
of Grange trivia which ended in 
a tie and had to be decided by 
a game of rock, paper, 
scissors. Congrats to Chandler 
who beat out Melody in that! 
We also did a little public 
speaking and sign-a-song, and 
everyone created a Grange 
sticker design, which was a 
National Grange contest. We 
ended with a dinner of chicken 
fingers, fries, and cookies 
because your worthy State 
Youth Director was apparently 
too ambitious in thinking she 
would have time to pre-make 
lasagna. Check out some 
pictures on the Vermont 
Grange Youth Facebook page. 
Everyone had a great time! 
Jessica Falker, Director  
 

GRANGE STUDY REPORTS 
The study commissioned at 
last Grange session on the 
condition of the Grange 
Center is now on the 
website, vtstategrange.org. 
Please review before state 
session. 
 
COMMUNITY GRANGES 
REPORTING 
 
Blue Mountain Grange #263 - 
Plans are in place for our 
annual Ceilidh (kay-lee) 
meaning a Scottish gathering 
or dance on Oct. 3rd at 6:30pm 
at our Ryegate Townhouse on 
Witherspoon Road just past the 
Grange Hall. The tradition of 
sponsoring this event began 
after members Dan and 
Lindsey LaCoss came home 
from a vacation in Nova Scotia 
and shared their great time 
attending "an event that was a 
community coming together to 
share their musical talents and 
storytelling". Young and old 
alike come to watch and 
participate. Donations raised 
will go toward our second 
propane heater and/or fuel for 
the colder winter months. We 
will also be holding a RAFFLE 
for $750 worth of winter 
fuel with the sale of a limited 
100 $25 tickets. 
Blue Mtn. Grange continues to 
hold BINGO on Saturday 
evenings, beginning at 6pm at 
the Grange Hall. 
Jennifer Nelson, reporting 
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Blue Spruce Grange #574 
Brothers and Sisters – Another 
weather report – As you are all 
aware, we are in a drought. 
Gardens are a little droopy and 
some lawns are brown. 
Flowers and veggies need 
extra care and if your town 
allows extra water. When we 
were complaining about all the 
rain earlier this summer - “Be 
careful what you wish for”. 
Blue Spruce members have 
been very busy in July, August, 
and the first part of September. 
●​ July – We received the new 

Program book for 
2025/2026 and have 
already started filling out 
the reports. We started 
planning our 1,000th 
meeting celebration. We 
started collecting school 
supplies for the 
“Stuff-the-Bus” program 
sponsored by a local TV 
station. 

●​ August-We held our 1,000th 
Grange meeting celebration 
on August 8, 2025, with a 
party and programs about 
the beginning of Blue 
Spruce Grange. We started 
planning for the Champlain 
Valley Expo. We created 
several displays for the 
Grange (with State, 
Pomona, Department, and 
Subordinate displays). Our 
project this year was 
comfort pillows. As people 
viewed our display, we 
asked them to select the 4 
pieces needed to create the 
comfort pillow. Blue Spruce 

members volunteered for 
shifts manning our display. 
About 225 pillows were 
created. Now we need to 
sew, stuff, and give the 
pillows to hospitals, nursing 
homes, and other 
organizations who request 
them. As we were creating 
this year’s pillows, we are 
finishing last year. Sister 
Brenda needs them out of 
her house. Blue Spruce 
won a blue ribbon for their 
display. 

●​ Sept - We have been very 
busy doing Community 
Service. Sister Sharon has 
donated hours to ‘Bunks 
Across America/Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace’ preparing 
lumber and fittings to make 
into beds. Enough kits have 
been put together to make 
50 beds. Sister July has 
donated 35 blankets to 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace. 
Sister Debbie delivered 26 
rice bags and 25 Comfort 
pillows to Porter Medical 
Center. Sister Janice and 
Sister Alice delivered 50 
comfort pillows and 25 
muslin dolls to UVM 
Medical Center. We are still 
very busy stuffing last 
year’s comfort pillows and 
hope to finish before the 
snow flies. 

Janice M Rousselle, Master 
reporting 
 
Broad Brook Grange #151 - 
Looking back to September, 
our Grange welcomed 8 new 

members in a special Fourth 
Degree Obligation ceremony. 
We were honored to have 
Deborah Ploof from the 
Vermont State Grange, who is 
its Community Service Director 
and member of its Executive 
Committee, present. 
Bobbi Hauhmann, Master 
 
Caledonia #9 - Starting with 
some past news: At our August 
meeting we had a ceremony to 
honor several long-time 
members, including a Golden 
Sheaf to John Buscemi to mark 
54 years as a member of 
Caledonia Grange #9. We 
sponsored a community cider 
pressing on Saturday, 
September 13th.  We had two 
presses going and lots of 
people brought their apples so 
they could go home with fresh 
apple cider. Music on the porch 
made it a fun event with lots of 
young families coming out. We 
also hosted our Second 
Sunday AG series the next day 
with a workshop about 
composting. Lots of useful 
information was shared and 
some people came from a fair 
distance. Caledonia # also 
hosted community jam 
sessions for local 
musicians, that will continue 
through the fall. 
Coming up in October, we are 
having a showing of several 
films by Meredith Holch on 
Saturday, October 4th at 5 
pm. Meredith was a long-time 
member who passed 
suddenly this past spring. We 



will also be having our final 
Second Sunday on October 
12th with a workshop about the 
varied uses of tallow. Cheers, 
Rob MacLeod 
 
Capital City Grange #469 - 
We are started on a busy fall 
season!  At our August 
barbecue/potluck/picnic, we 
kicked off our annual 
Challenge Fundraiser. This 
annual event, in which we 
partner with the Montpelier 
Contra Dance series, asks the 
dance and Grange 
communities to match pledged 
donations from a number of 
dedicated Grange supporters. 
We reached that goal at an 
especially festive contra-dance 
Fundraiser Finale, with Xmas 
lights strung around the Hall 
and potluck treats at the 
“break” in the middle of the 
evening.  We really appreciate 
the generous donations from 
the “challengers” and the rest 
of the community! 
Fundraisers like this and others 
have enabled us to match 
grants—like the one we were 
awarded in August, from the 
VT Arts Council's “Facilities 
Improvement” grant program. 
Later this fall, contractors will 
be installing an “Energy 
Recovery Ventilator (ERV)” 
system for the Main Hall, in our 
attic. This will exhaust indoor 
air, recovering some of its heat 
in the process of bringing in 
fresh air to the Hall, even when 
the windows must be closed. 
We'll also be installing an air 

purifier on the ceiling of the 
Hall, which will use a 
commercial HEPA filter to clean 
indoor air, and to do it more 
quietly than the home-made 
filter boxes we've been using, 
in addition to the fresh-air 
coming in through the ERV 
system.    
At this time, we're not sure that 
the systems will be in place by 
the time of the 2025 State 
Session. We are excited to 
host that event again this year, 
on Oct. 24 & 25. We have a 
Grange member, a retired chef, 
who has volunteered to plan 
menus and cook lunches on 
Friday and Saturday, and 
dinner on Friday evening. As I 
write this, we are working with 
him to set up the menus. Once 
again, we plan to use locally 
sourced ingredients as much 
as possible. 
Volunteers NEEDED: We will 
also need a couple of 
capable kitchen helpers for 
each meal and seek those 
helpers from the State 
Grange community; we're 
also canvassing our own 
membership. We found last 
year that it was a lot of work 
for the 3 main chefs to do 
almost all the work. They got 
pretty burned out—and we 
don't want that to happen 
again. Please contact Merry 
Shernock, our Treasurer, 
who is coordinating 
volunteers:  
merrykaysings@gmail.com, 
to find out more and to 
volunteer. 

October will also include the 
first in our “cold-season” 
monthly “family dance” series 
for kids and their adults, which 
is perfectly described by its 
name: Dance, Sing and Jump 
Around. Especially fun for kids 
from about 3 to 8 years old, but 
enjoyed by people of all ages. 
This series features traditional 
dances, songs and play-party 
games for kids. This year, it will 
run from October through April 
2026, on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, from 3:00 to 4:30 PM. 
Kids come in free - we ask for 
a $5 donation per adult, but we 
never turn anyone away! There 
is live music by local musicians 
for every dance, and 3 
experienced teachers take 
turns explaining and leading 
the dances, songs and games. 
Oh yes, and there are snacks 
as well! We hope you will join 
us, starting on Oct. 12th! 
We continue to have our kids’ 
clothing & etc. exchange, Kids 
Trade & Play on the 2nd 
Saturday of every month, from 
9:30 to 11:30 AM. Parents, 
grandparents, and all sorts of 
caregivers bring in clothing 
that's been outgrown, and can 
take as many items from our 
large stock of inspected, high 
quality clothing items, toys, 
games and books as they can 
use. People are grateful to get 
items they can use - and to 
pass on the outgrown ones 
rather than put them in the 
landfill! We ask for a $5 
donation per family, but once 
again, no one is turned away. 

mailto:merrykaysings@gmail.com


We average at least 75 
grownups, and 50 kids coming 
to take part—and to play with 
each other in the play area too. 
Our Community Speakers 
program continues: in 
even-numbered months we 
welcome speakers, mostly 
from local community 
organizations, following our 
monthly meetings, and 
publicize the programs in our 
local area.  On October 4, from 
5:00 to 6:00 we'll be hearing 
about Natural Burial in 
Vermont, and the Vermont 
Forest Cemetery.  The 
presenter will be Michelle Hofle 
Acciavati, Founder of the VT 
Forest Cemetery, and the 
person who led the movement 
to allow natural burials in 
Vermont. On Dec. 6, we expect 
to hear a program by the local 
Mad Dog chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, a group that 
supports healthy streams and 
rivers in Vermont and across 
the US. This chapter is named 
after the Mad River and the 
Dog River in our section of 
Central VT, in case you 
wondered!   In most cases, 
these programs are also 
streamed live on Zoom, in case 
you can't make it in person.  
The links are posted on our 
Grange's website Calendar:  
www.capitalcitygrange.org/e
vents.  We appreciate the 
State Grange allowing us to 
use the VSG Zoom account to 
make these virtual events 
available!  

We hope you will join us for 
these and other programs, and 
all the other activities that 
happen at our Community 
Grange Hall! 
Timothy Swartz, President 
Capital City Grange 

Center Grange #290 - We’ve 
had a busy summer. At our 
meeting in July, we planned our 
booth for the VT State Fair to 
be held in August. We won 2nd 
place for it. We also voted on a 
1+ member to join. At our 
August meeting, State Jr. 
Director, Melody Falker 
administered the Jr obligation 
to our 1+ member, Arden 
Mullaney. We followed the 
meeting with an “Initials” cup 
auction. Items brought in had 
to begin with your initials. 
Proceeds went to our yearly 
donations in different 
departments. Several members 
also attended the Fall Festival. 
Arden entered a few items that 
all won 1st place ribbons. At 
our September meeting, we 
draped the charter for Sister 
Marguerite Ponton who passed 
away on Sept. 2nd. Her 
daughter, Michelle Farmer, 
sang In the Garden during the 
draping. We then held our 
planning meeting and set up 
our yearly schedule. Submitted 
by Michelle Farmer, 
Information 
 
Charlotte Grange #398 - 
There is a lot happening this 
fall at the Charlotte 
Grange. Some highlights: Our 

kids clothing drive also 
includes winter gear each 
fall. Clothing, outerwear and 
boots are sorted, and bags are 
packed for children served by 
the Charlotte Food Shelf. This 
fall we'll also be gathering 
produce from local farms to be 
prepared in a harvest soup and 
served to seniors at the 
Charlotte Senior Center. Our 
monthly poetry gathering will 
feature youth poets in October 
- adults are welcome as 
audience members. New this 
year: we're excited to be 
hosting a Veteran's Town Hall 
in November! Detailed event 
information for all the events 
and activities at the Charlotte 
Grange are at our 
website https://www.charlottegr
ange.org/events 
 
Middle Branch Grange #463 
earned top honors in the 
Randolph Fourth of July 
parade float contest. We 
welcomed two new members 
this summer, Michelle Messier 
and Anna Doane. More than 40 
members, neighbors, and 
friends attended the Grange 
picnic on August 17; one 
neighbor commented that she 
was always so happy to be 
around the Grange as we are 
such nice people to visit with! 
Approximately 30 members 
were present for the corn roast 
and hayride on September 6. 
Due to the extremely dry 
conditions, we were unable to 
have a bonfire. Instead, we 
cooked the corn on our chicken 
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BBQ pits and it came out great. 
Several members, both 
Subordinate and Junior, 
participated in Northfield’s 
Labor Day parade. The Home 
Ec. Committee will deliver the 
Words for Thirds dictionaries 
this month. The Tunbridge Fair 
is always well attended by 
Middle Branch members. I 
think all our Junior members 
had entries in Floral Hall. 
Future events are the Chicken 
Pie Supper on October 11, 
location TBD. The pumpkin 
contest will be at our October 
19th meeting. If anyone would 
like to visit us, we are still 
having our meetings in the 
Octagon on the first Friday at 
8:30pm and the third Sunday at 
1:00pm. Judy Powell, Lecturer 
 
Tunbridge Grange #384 has 
many activities planned for this 
2025 fall/early winter season: 
●​ Poster Contest: create a 

poster to celebrate Autumn 
in Vermont! Age groups: 5-6 
year olds; 7-9 year olds; 
10-12 year olds. Turn in 
Poster 
a5–6-year-oldson7–9-year-
oldsNo10–12-year-oldsener
al Store from October 
11th-16th. Prize Winners will 
be chosen on Sunday, 
October 17th. Posters will 
be displayed at the 
Tunbridge Town Hall on 
October 18th during the 
Grange Harvest Supper 

●​ Annual Harvest Supper at 
the Town Hall in Tunbridge 
Village: October 18th with 

two settings, 5pm & 6pm. 
Menu will be the traditional 
ham and corned beef, root 
vegetables, and of course, 
an assortment of 
homemade pies. No 
reservations required. $15 
for adults and $8 for kids 
under 10.  

●​ Holiday Market at the 
Grange Hall in North 
Tunbridge: November 22 
from 9am to 3pm. Crafts, 
Candies, Holiday Decor and 
more! For more info or to 
register as a vendor, email 
or 
call: chancityyoung@gmail.
com, 802-272-4782 

●​ Holiday Prize Bingo: 
December 12th, 6:30pm 
sharp at the Grange Hall in 
North Tunbridge. Get ready 
for a festive and fun-filled 
Holiday Bingo Night. Gather 
your friends and family for 
an evening of laughter, joy, 
and exciting bingo games 
with great prizes! 

Peggy Willoughby, Secretary 
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Vermont State Grange Session Information 

 
MEALS AT CAPITAL CITY GRANGE 

 
Friday Lunch Menu:$12 

Chili 
Brown Rice 

Mixed Greens, Tomatoes, Carrots, Red Onions,  
Peas, Croutons, Ranch And Italian Dressings 

     Oatmeal Raisin Cookies 
 

Friday Dinner Menu: $20 
        Chicken cacciatore/Herb Roasted Chicken  

        Herb Roasted Chickpea Cacciatore  
Roasted Root Veggies 
Herbed Penne Pasta 

        Apple Crisp with Whipped Cream* 
 

Saturday Lunch Menu: $12 
SOUPS 

Potato Corn Chowder 
Caldo Verde (lots of kale and veggies, creamy) 

Chicken Salad Sambo 
       Grilled Cheese And Apple 

Ice Cream 
Please, Please, Please email reservations so  

Capital City Grange prepares the right amount of food 
Email: Merry Shernock at merrykaysings@gmail.com 

Deadline: October 19th. 
 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
There will be NO Silent Auction or Door Prizes this year. Instead, you are asked to bring 

non-perishable food items for the local food shelf. You will report this on your Community 
Service report in 2026. 

 
GRANGE SESSION REPORTS 

Grange Session Reports will be available on vtstategrange.org under downloads and then a 
header labeled VSG Session 2025. For all of you not wanting a hard copy and anyone else 
wishing to read the reports ahead of time, please peruse them here. The password is the 

current Fourth Degree Password with the first letter capitalized. 
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