AUGUST 2026

MASTER’S REPORT

A good August to you all!

Here we are sailing near the end of
Summer, and the calendar is loading
up with events, destinations, and
deadlines! On the 8th of this month
Program books will be judged, |
need budget requests no later than
August 14th, and audits will take
place October 10th. Fall Festival is
scheduled for September 11th and
12th. Rehearsals for the 5th and 6th
degrees are scheduled for Sept 6th,
and those degrees will be
exemplified in full form on
September 19th at the Grange
Center. Our next State Grange
Session is scheduled for October
23rd and 24th at Capital City
Grange. As part of the 250th
Celebration and Grange Day, the
State Rooms at the New England
Grange Building at the Big E will be
specially decorated and open for
viewing by the public.

A great deal of work has happened
at the Grange Center to make it
insurable and rentable. Many thanks
to Mark Belisle, Dan Mutchler, Joe
Goodrich, Eunice Crowell, Mary
Roberts, Jessica Falker, Brenda
Rousselle, Sallie May, Ruth
Hovey-Sicely, Skipp Gibbs, and
Janice Rousselle for all their work. In
case | missed anyone, a great big
THANK YOU to you !!!

For some Granges, growing and
maintaining membership is a
challenge. Those outside the
Grange who recognize the work
Grangers do appreciate their efforts
and want to join. Once they become
a member, they begin to have
reservations concerning things we
take for granted: the Bible, the flag,
ritual, and they leave. | have come
across an offering by National
Grange entitled, Sneak Peak Inside

A Grange Meeting Brochure. It
discusses terms that we take for
granted. It might be a tool in making
prospective members more aware of
that which makes us Grangers. |
have not yet ordered it, but am going
to and will share what | find. If you're
interested you can go to
nationalgrange.org, go shopping and
order at $7.00 for 25 brochures.
Here's hoping you have a fruitful
August and September, and if | don’t
see you at the Fall Festival perhaps
we’ll meet at Sate Grange session!
Fare Wellll

Kendal Holden, Master VSG

Report from the Executive
Committee

The Executive Committee has met
three times since the last publication
of the Green Mountain Granger, with
the July 6 meeting devoted to a
request from the Grange Building
Board to the Big E. The Board would
like to have the State rooms upstairs
in the building manned during
Grange Day in celebration of the
250th Anniversary of the United
State. Work is being done on
developing a slide show of pictures
that could run in a loop as well as
the possibility of being able to hand
out stickers during the day.

Brother Mark and Brother Joe
continue to give updates on the
Grange Center. Rental inquiries are
up, even going into 2027. The floor
outside of the bathrooms in the
Butler Building has been repaired
and re-tiled. Mark and Joe reported
that Cabin 5/6 has been jacked up.
LED lights have been put in the
Butler Building. Conversations are
being held with Efficiency Vermont to
possibly get some assistance in
paying for some of the work that
needs to be done.

Kingdom Pomona along with other
Pomona members has agreed to
exemplify the Fifth Degree at the
Grange Center on September 19.
This will be done in the morning,
with a break for a Roast Beef lunch
and then the exemplification of the
Sixth Degree in the afternoon.

The Farm Show will be returning in
2027. The VSG has made a
donation of $250.00 to the Farm
Show as a show of support.
Up-coming deadlines/events
August 8—Program Book judging,
11:00, Grange Center

August 14--Budgets due from
Directors

September 6—Rehearsal for the 5th
and 6th Degrees, 2:00, Grange
Center

September 19—Exemplification of
the 5th and 6th Degrees, 10:00,
Granger Center

October 10—Auditing of books
October 23 & 24—State Session,
Capital City Grange Hall

As usual, a full copy of the minutes
will appear in the Journal of
Proceedings.

Submitted by: Brenda Rousselle,
Secretary

LECTURERS NEWS

| have the entries | found at Family
Camp. | plan to get them judged in
the next week. | hope everyone gets
to check out the new programs. How
about making a button project? Or
another chance to do a barn quilt!
Alice Daley

AGRICULTURE

The Witt Acres Farm (Fairfax) raises
green beans among other
vegetables. They now have a
Fontana Green Bean Harvester that
makes gathering the beans a lot
easier. 25 Ib boxes go to Deep Root
Organic Coop in Johnson, where
they will be sold regionally to large
buyers like the Vermont Food Bank
and smaller outlets.

There are many events to do in the
summer, from stopping at a roadside
farm stand, eating burgers (burger
night) on a local farm, picking fresh
berries, or visiting music night at a
winery. So take a ride and seek out
all of these hidden treasures in



Vermont. Seek and savor is a
statewide agritourism marketing
campaign to match people with agri
businesses. The goal is to increase
awareness, visitation and
engagement of Vermont Farmers,
food producers and agritourism.

At this time (July 20th) you can go
pick your own strawberries,
raspberries and blueberries all at the
same time at most farms. Pick your
own Blueberries in Milton are $6 for
1 pound. In Westminster West
tunnel tomatoes, ginger, celery,
carrots, potatoes etc. are doing well.
Melons undercover are doing well in
spite of high cold winds.

There is still time to sign up for State
Ag workshops such as Soil Health
and pollinators, Herb growers,
Reduced Tillage & Insect Scouting,
Interseeding, and Living Mulch. To
find out more use the internet to go
to the Agricultural dept.

As of June 1st there still is no
reports on the Highly

Pathogenic Avian Influenza in Dairy
Cows. YAH!

Linda Sanderson-Director

COMMUNITY SERVICE

| was unable to attend Family Camp
due to my limited mobility, so | have
not seen if we have enough reports
to get National money or not.
Review is August 8" and | will be
taking reports then to have judged.
Good Luck everyone! Looking
forward to reading your reports and
seeing what your Grange did for
your community.

You should have the 2026-2027
report information and forms by now.
If you do not, asl your
Master/President for them. Plan your
year early so you can accomplish a
lot!

Deborah Ploof, Director

FALL FESTIVAL

Save the Date! September 11th,
12th, and 13th is Fall Festival! For
those who are pre-registering the
items they wish to submit the
deadline is August 26th;
pre-registering is not required,
however it is very helpful for a
smooth process. Just a suggestion if
you do not know yet what you are

bringing write it all down, it is far
easier to remove an item from the
registration form than adding them
all on that day.

All entries will be accepted starting
at 5:00 pm on 9/5 and no later than
9:30 am on 9/6. A complete entry
form must accompany all items.
Please remember to indicate on the
form if the item is or isn’t to be
donated to the auction.

The games and activities will start at
8:30 both in the Dining Hall and
outside. The Games/Activities will
include:

e Cornhole contest

Horseshoe tournament

Selfie Picture Booth

Pumpkin Ring Toss

Rolling pin throwing

Frying pan throwing

Checkers Contest

Cribbage Contest

Hola Hoop Contest

Grass Skiing race

Bocce

Latter Toss

Water Balloon Toss

Target Frisbee

Kite Flying

Other board games and outdoor
activities will be available for anyone
to play. Come and enjoy the day.
Food and overnight lodging are
available, see the Grange Center
article for more information.

Beth Morse, Fall Festival Director

Family Activities

The Chile contest was held at Family
Camp on July 11th. 8 pots of chili
were judged and tasted by those
present for lunch. 1st place-Janice
Russelle  2nd place-Christopher
Yandow  3rd place-Mary Roberts.
Congratulations to all.

As | write this article, the

craft judging has just been
completed on the New England
Needlework and VT crafts. 10
Grangers & non-Grangers entered
the VT Crafts with 13 crafts and 5
entered the New England
Needlework contest with15 crafts. |
will be mailing prize checks and
ribbons hopefully by mid August.

2026 Chili Cooking Contest
Winning Recipe

Italian Chili, ala Janice Rousselle
Ingredients

6 slices bacon

10 ounces hot Italian sausage, cut
into 1 inch slices (I used sweet
Italian sausage browned)

1 pound ground beef (I used 85/15)
1 onion chopped

1 green pepper chopped

2 cloves garlic minced

2 fresh jalapeno pepper, seeded
and sliced (did not use)

1 cup burgundy wine

Y2 cup Worcestershire Sauce

1 tsp dry mustard

1 % Tbs chili powder

6 cups canned Italian tomatoes (5
15.5 0z cans)

15 0z canned kidney beans
Directions

In a large heavy skillet sauté the
bacon until crisp. Remove and drain
on paper towel. In the same skillet
sauté the sausage in the bacon
drippings. Remove and drain on
paper towel.

In the same skilled sauté the next 5
ingredients. Pour off excess liquid.
Add the remaining ingredients,
except the beans, and simmer
covered for 1 hour, stirring
occasionally.

Add the bacon, sausage and beans
and simmer, covered 1 hour. Season
with salt.

HONEY BUTTER SKILLET
CORNBREAD

Craig Wortman from Middle Branch
Grange made cornbread to go with
his chili. Everyone raved about it so
we were asked to put the recipe in
the GMG. It sounds delicious!
INGREDIENTS:

e 1 cup flour, spooned and leveled
3/4 cup yellow cornmeal

Y2 tsp salt

Y2 tsp baking soda

2 tsp baking powder (I tsp if
using an 8-inch pan, see recipe
notes)

Y2 cup butter

Ya cup vegetable oil

1 cup sugar

3 cup honey

2 large eggs

1 Y4 cups buttermilk
INSTRUCTIONS:



e Preheat the oven to 375°F. Place
your 9-inch cast iron skillet in the
oven as it preheats.

e In a small mixing bowl, combine
flour, cornmeal, salt, baking soda
and baking powder.

e Cut off about Y2Tbsp of the 2
cup butter and set aside to
grease the pan later. Melt the
remaining butter in a large
microwave safe bowl.

e Add vegetable oil, sugar and
honey to the bowl with the
melted butter. Stir until
combined.

e Add eggs and buttermilk, whisk
until smooth.

e Stir the dry ingredients in, using
a wooden spoon or spatula, just
until combined. Be sure to not
over mix, there will be some
lumps remaining.

e Remove the cast iron skillet from
the oven. Grease the bottom and
sides with the set aside butter,
use a pastry brush if needed.

e Pour batter into the hot pan and
smooth the top.

e Place the skillet back into the
oven and bake for 28-32
minutes, until the toothpick
comes out clean. The top will be
golden brown, and edges slightly
pulled away from the pan. Let
cool 5-10 minutes before slicing.
Top with extra butter and honey
for serving.

Recipe Notes

e This recipe is equally delicious
when made in an 8-inch square
pan, it just will not have the crisp
edge that the cast iron skillet will
provide.

To Make in a Square Pan:

e Only use 1 tsp of baking powder,
or it will overflow the pan.

e Do not put the pan in the oven
while it preheats.

e There is no need to set aside 72
Tbsp of butter to coat the sides of
the pan. You can use the entire 72
cup butter in the recipe and simply
spray the bottom and sides of the
pan with cooking spray.

GRANGE CENTER

Greetings from the Grange Center.
Our next Rest Stop Food Break is

scheduled for Monday, September

7,2026 at the Sharon Rest Stop.
Ruth needs additional help--2 more
people in the morning and afternoon.
It is not possible to do any baking at
the Grange Center. We are asking
for donations of baked goods.
Please contact Ruth Hovey-Sicely if
you can volunteer some hours or
supply some baked good. Please
remember, the supervisors at the
Rest Area have directed that
store-bought packaged donations
cannot be made. Vending
companies pay the Rest Stop to
have the machines full of packaged
snacks.

Work continues/continued at the
Grange Center. The latest water
test came back okay.

Half of the lights in Butler

Building have been fixed. An
estimate for the lights in the

Butler and Winter buildings is
needed. We may be able to get
some help from Vt engineer.

Cabin 5 & 6 has been jacked up. A
big thank you to Joe, Mark, Jessica
and Skip. More work needs to be
done on the cabins in the spring.
The bear fence is working and has
already deterred two animal visitors.
Mr. Bear was seen on July 19
@22:58:08 coming from Chapel
down around the Butler Building and
heading to the trash shed. We will
see if the fence keeps him out!
Anyone wishing may stay overnight
on September 18th for the 5 &6
degree being held on September 19.
The charge will be $5.00 to stay. You
will need to bring own breakfast. If
you wish, you may use kitchen in the
Butler Building. Fall Festival is
scheduled for September 11 to 13.
Please note, the yellow refrigerator
may be used for baked goods.

A big Thank You to everyone that
made or bought potholders, dish
towels and dish clothes for the
Center.

Eunice Crowell

Chair eccrowell76@gmail.com

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
NEWS

| hope everyone is remembering to
use you sunscreen every day. Are
you getting enough water? Some
iced tea or lemonade is acceptable,

but you really need the water. | have
the entries from Family Camp but
there weren't many there.

Alice Daley, Director

INFORMATION COMMITTEE

Hi Everybody

It's the start of a new Grange year. |
would urge all to read the new
program book as there may be
changes. If you have not yet
subscribed to the National Grange
magazine, it is a great publication
with lots of information inside. And it
is rather inexpensive.

| have tallied all the entries to the
Monthly Calendar and let each
person know the number to add to
their Information report page. | know
who the most prompt, the most
consistent (I call that one 'perfect
attendance') and the one with the
most entries are..but you'll have to
wait till State Session to find out who
they are. At the writing of this entry
to the GMG, Maybe next month. Lois
Allen, Director

JUNIOR CAMP

As always, Junior and Youth Grange
Camp was a fantastic time! We had
26 campers, with 6 of them being
Grange members. | would like to
thank my staff: Jessica Falker, Elijah
Falker, Skip Gibbs, Andrew
McMahon, Stephanie McMahon,
Lydia Knight, and Marsha Johnson.
And because it's never too early for
promotion... if you're interested in
being a counselor, please reach
out!!! Some highlights from the week
include swimming at the floating
bridge, visit from Eli Gessner of the
Burlington Coast Guard, the
Halloween dance, Trunk or Treat,
and our Family Lunch on Friday
(which had 51 people in
attendance!). If you'd like to see
pictures from the week check out our
Facebook page at "Vermont Junior
and Youth Grange Camp". At our
Family Lunch | announced the
theme for next year, which will be.....
Exploring New England! Each day of
camp will represent a different New
England state. Check out the "Youth"
section of this GMG for more details
on camp, including information about
a special visitor!


mailto:eccrowell76@gmail.com

Fraternally,
Melody Falker, Junior Director

YOUTH

| just returned home from Junior &
Youth Grange Camp at the Grange
Center and am missing it already! |
spent a lot of time cooking meals but
was able to watch the kids on the
swing sets out the kitchen door,
interact with them during food-based
activities such as butter making and
cookie making/decorating, and
"slept" in the older girls cabin which
included 3 of our younger Youth
members (age 14-17), and special
guest Jomni Tarbell the National
Grange Youth Ambassador who
stayed with us in our cabin! We also
had 3 of our older Youth members
(age 18-30) as councilors. At each
meal we practiced our sign-a-song
Only in America by Brooks & Dunn
which the campers all performed for
their parents at the end of camp. It
was a long week, | walked 55 miles
and boy do my feet hurt, but I'm
already looking forward to next year!
Jessica Falker, Director

HISTORY

DID YOU KNOW? According
to Horton’s History of the
Grange in Vermont (1926),
the first Grange Hall built in
Vermont was that of
Bridgewater Grange, at
Bridgewater Corners,
dedicated in 1876.

DID YOU KNOW? A, century
ago, in 1926, our biggest
Grange was Capital City #469, with
331 members.

DID YOU KNOW? In 1910, Vermont
had 24 Pomona Granges with about
7,000 members

Errol Briggs, Historian

VERMONT STATE FAIR
GRANGE EXHIBIT

Calling all Grangers to the Vermont
State Fair August 18-22 in Rutland.
Any Vermont Grange member may
enter their home-grown &
hand-made items into the Grange
exhibit on August 17th from
1pm-6pm. Cash prize for every item
entered! For more information, visit
www.vermontstatefair.org/fair.html

then click on "Grange", or for
guestions email Jessica Falker at
JJEM1999@yahoo.com.

HEART OF VERMONT
POMONA'S PAUL REVERE

At Heart of Vermont Pomona's June
meeting, part of the program was a
skit as we honored the America 250
celebration. We decided to do Paul
Revere's Ride. Lois Wakefield and
Dan Mutchler read the poem, while
the rest provided 'action'. Mark
Belisle was Mr Revere and rode a
hobby horse furnished by member
Mary Roberts yelling "The British are
coming". Lois Allen kept the clock
on time as the poem progressed.
Errol Briggs held (and furnished) the
two lanterns. Lester Gibbs (dressed
very appropriately) was the watchful
friend of Mr Revere, and Mary
Roberts and Barb Chambers played
the part of sleepy people wondering
what all the noise was about. The
skit went very well and | wish to
thank all the willing participants.
Lois Allen

COMMUNITY GRANGE
REPORTS

Blue Spruce Grange #574 - We
were honored with two guests.
Gordon Gibbs Ill and Gordon Gibbs
Jr.. It was nice to see them up in our
neck of the woods. Gordon Jr. even
helped with an Ag report. Several
members attended the Open House
at the Grange Center at the end of
May. Blue Spruce was asked to
become members of the QOV (Quilt
of Valor) organization. We accepted.
Several members brought examples
of items made in 1776 and were

judged. The winners were Gloria,
Linda B, and Brenda.

Brenda brought in four quilts and two
quilt kits that she was given by Lynn
Carrier. We will have to put the two
quilts together, when we have the
time.

Many of our members attended
Family Camp — Had a wonderful
time. We handed in our program
books and contest entries. |
recommend that all Grangers attend
Family Camp in the coming years. It
is fun and you meet other Grangers
in a relaxed setting.

We are still preparing for Blue
Spruce’s 50th anniversary in
October and our activities at the
Champlain Valley Expo in August.
Hope to see you there.

Janice M Rousselle, Master

Caledonia Grange #9 had some
landscaping work done in June to
rebuild a collapsing stone retaining
wall and remove material that was
building up against the building and
causing significant rot. We added
stone steps to make it easier
to access the lower level of
the building from

the outside. The project will
also help remediate runoff
that comes across the road
during heavy rain events.
Caledonia Grange #9 has a
busy summer schedule. We
have our recurring

Second Sunday Ag series,
the next one is August 9th.
We are also hosting a weekly
open music jam every Tuesday
evening from 5 - 8 pm.

We are running a MIlk Matters
program for kids from July 29th -
31st that will feature a chance for
kids to make butter, cheese, and
yogurt while learning about dairying.
We have involved some local youth
in the planning process. On
Saturday, August 1st we will host a
community panel discussion that
includes several local dairy farmers
to talk about the past, present, and
future of dairying.

We are also moving forward with
planning for our

accessibility project.

Architectural plans are being drawn



up and we are moving forward with
applying for grants and other funding
sources. We are confident we can
begin construction in 2027. We are
also working toward getting a
functional kitchen installed in our
downstairs space.Cheers,

Rob MacLeod, President

Capital City Grange is getting
ready for one of our favorite events
of the year, our August
“Barbecue/Potluck/Picnic”, an
outdoor meal which is of course
open to everyone. This year, the
event is on Aug. 1st. We've been
lucky for quite a few years to have
good, dry weather, and hope the
streak continues. The Grange buys
burgers (vegan and beef types) and
hot dogs, plus buns and condiments,
and people attending bring all sorts
of side dishes. We also buy
ingredients for a couple of tubs of
home-made ice cream (vanilla and
blueberry). We set up chairs and
tables in the shade of the north end
of the Grange Hall, next to the ADA
ramp entrance. In addition to the
food, we'll have music from the
Senior Jazz Ensemble during setup
from 5 to 6. The Ensemble
rehearses in the Hall every Tuesday
morning. We'll start serving food at 6
PM!

The BBQ/Potluck/Picnic will also be
the kick-off for a “Challenge
Fundraiser” for the Grange,
co-sponsored by the Montpelier
Contra Dance. A group of Grange
supporters has put up $2,500 in
contributions, and challenges the
contra dance and other Grange Hall
users to match that. The money will
build up a fund to be used to install
another ERV (Energy Recovery
Ventilator) for the Lower Level of the
Hall—our next major upgrade
project. Meanwhile, the project
report for the Main Hall ERV and air
purifier project has been submitted
to the VT Arts Council, and we look
forward to receiving the grant funds.
Those will allow us to repay the
State Grange for the construction
loan for the project. The no-interest
loan from the VSG was vital in
making it easier for us to get this

project done and is much
appreciated!

Our summer has featured some of
the less-glamorous aspects of
owning and managing a busy
community Hall—getting the septic
tank pumped, and planning to get
our driveway repaired. Keeping our
Grange Hall in good shape is a
major community service project for
us, and it's important to keep up with
the maintenance to avoid unpleasant
surprises.

Looking farther into the future, we'll
have officer elections at our Sept. 6
meeting, and we're looking forward
to once again hosting the VT Grange
Annual Session on Oct. 23 and 24.
Timothy Swartz, President

Center Grange #290. Our May
meeting was held on the 20th,
Legislative chair, Joe Goodrich, did
the program. Talked about resolution
suggestions. Came up with one that
will be written up & voted on at a
later meeting. June 17th was a
regular meeting. Report forms were
turned in. Carissa Johnston,
Michelle Farmer, & Lisa Goodrich
will put notebook together. Our 1+
member, Ardin Mullaney did a Junior
program for the 250th. He did a
great job. Members voted to pay his
way to Jr camp. Hope he has fun.
We also turned in the items collected
for Slate Valley Cares food bank. We
collected 102 pounds. In July, we
had several members attend a day
at Family Camp. Michelle Farmer
entered a turkey chili for the contest
but did not win. Our meeting on July
15th was our annual picnic held at
the camp of Donna Sullivan in
Bomoseen. Had a nice potluck &
outdoor meeting. The town of
Hubbardton will be holding a 250th
celebration on July 31st, 2027. The
grange voted to have some type of
fundraiser then & an informational
table. Will decide at a later date what
we’ll do. Next meeting will be on
August 12th, a week earlier than
usual because of the VT State Fair.
That meeting will be our election of
officers. We are busy working on a
booth to enter at the fair. | think
that’s all for now. Submitted by

Michelle Farmer, Information
chairman

Charlotte Grange continues to
stay very busy with Grange Hall
improvements - next up is our
facade restoration, finishing painting
our second floor, and improving the
parking area. Monthly programming
gatherings include poetry, music
open mic, and "Charlotte walks."
For more details and the most
up-to-date information, check out our
website at charlottegrange.org

Marble Valley Grange - We have
had a busy few months starting with
our Legislative Day where we were
able to ask questions of our State
Representative Alicia Malay. Then
Grange Center cleanup weekends at
which 5 of our members helped with
many projects at the Grange Center
including painting the shower
building floor and cleaning out the
Winter Building's butler pantry & toy
closet. Four of our members also
attended the Grange Center Open
House. Two of our members
attended the Northeast Youth
Conference in NH, and our Grange
participated in America's 250
celebration at the Vermont State
Fairgrounds by hosting Old Time
Games and purchasing trophies for
the winners. Then 5 of our members
attended Family Camp at the
Grange Center, and 6 of our
members volunteered as councilors
at Junior & Youth Grange Camp. We
are now all shifting gears to our
presence at the Vermont State Fair
in August! - Jessica Falker reporting


http://charlottegrange.org/

